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Refits 

revoke 

THE US consol geoeral in 
Jenisatem, Bdward G. Ab> 
ingcon* accued Israel, on 

Tb^d^ Ctf dMeri mihating 

agahiA .Fatesdnian-. 

American readeots of Je- 
rusalem by . tfaxeatemng to 
revoke their' ‘ eeaideaicy 
ri^its imlera ^aey- give .'iq> 
(heir American passports. 
Targeled'by.ifae dueals, UBe 
AP reporl^ " are Pal- 
csthttans whO' live in. the 
parts .of Jcmsalem 
by Israd in (he 1967 Mid- 
cast War Ihey have perma- 
nent residency n ghtx £q 
nsatem, bat are not Israefi 
dtizeaa 


Psl egtniiang gfiti local hu- 
man rights groups say dint 
in recent months, the Israeli 
Interior KGnistiy ti*ie. 
voiced Jumdreds of res- 
idmcy peimhs in an .effort 
to reoDce Ae‘ mmiber' . of 
Palestiniairs .in • JmiisaleiD 
and strengibeii Istael*s 
claim to tte dty. 

AUngtoQ that 

though, the Isiadi Imerior 
Mhdstry had ^ven hiiD o^ 
final assmaaces- that . no 
such policy eidsts, pcq- 
cedores ctmtiane, hcnrever, 
and that be knew of 60 eas- 
es of Palesdnian-American 
who leceiYpd such dneats.- 

Hamas option 

BURNING an laraefi fla& 
more than 1,000 members 
of die Idamist group Hamas 
demonstrated at Ga»’s Is- 
lamic Univeidiy . yestmhQr 
to maifc' the' rdsdr' an- 
fflverreiy of Oe start of the 
Palestinian Intifada, wlndi 
lastedfiom 198710 1994. 

According to die ftondi 
news 'agency AHP. wit- 
nesses .said ttat.youtir.wnre 
tiftaHhanria wwMawirwiwt yitfr 
the words, ‘‘Ezzcdtfin ’Al- 
Qassam - Brigades”,- . the' 
nntnft of BamaS* m i tiuif y 
wing. 

FoUowiiy dns desKMOdia^ 
dorr, Haiiias {dans n> stage a 
rally on 
nis. tjl« t^ajBty 
first peotrittiM doe 

year by.dtePalesGman 
diorily, and jdrnNty 

spaHr^ criticism 
that the Palestimaa leader, 
Yasser Ant^ was soafiag 
8 . veiled warning .diat d»| 
‘^famas option*’ stin exists 
if oegotiatioos widi tsiad 
remain deadlocdked. 

Levi blast 

ISRAEQ Forogn- MmStcf 
Darid Levy, hinted an Is- 
raeli general's waniingibat 
Syria wdnid be ^ctobberecT 
if it started a war. saying 
that sndr declarations <mly 
stoke the tenrions with Dn- 
mascns when bott rides 
shonld be. wmideg towards 
a remm . to peace n^o- 
tiations. Levy was refistring 
to a qteech by dqwty dnm 
of stair Genoal'Ma^'VI- 
lani on MoDday, in trindh 
he cmifinned diat the bradi. 
Army was prepared ftr ffar 
wilfh Syria. 

Levy was also qubted'by 
die Israeli duty. Yeifior \ 
Ahanmot as an ao& 
ence at a closed-door polit- 
ical meetii^ that Israel mnsc 
^ve up temto^ ra'die'Grh 
Ian to secure peace 

widi Syria, a porition -^ 
pos^ by dm govemng 
rightist coalitioiL 


s role indispensable’ 

Replying to Israeli attach on E^t and vowing never to put pressure on Arafa^ Mubarak declared the Egyptian role in Middle East peace pivotal. Nevine Khaifi reports 
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' ftesideDC Hbsm 'Mubarak .yesterday 're- 
ject Israeli <baiges>drit Egyjk .was phy^ 
.ing' an .‘l^uirbaZanoed'’ xoie in the 'J^ddle . 
Bast peaM inoc^ describiiig Egyptian 
.fnts. as active, '.pivotal. and udispisnsableL.. 
However, Im. add^- Ire 
imt pressure im Yasser Ar^ to aecqit Is-: 
cadi praposds for resolving the problem of 
the West Bank town ^'HdmxL "This will 
never h^pen,*’ he mid. 

MnlMaak was addressing a news cpnfer- 
enoe caB^ '-to re^Kind to Isndi tqxife 
that Nirre- Mmisler Binyamin Netanyahu 
h^ decided to di^retdi his. adviser, Dore 
Gdd, to Cano, to forestall , an Egyptian at- 
tempt to {day a hi^levd merfiatory nde in • 
the statemated - Palesdniai^Jsradi . n^jo- 
tiatioDS. Hie Gold visit had been deci£d, 
Israel radio dahned, after Netanyahn re- 
jected :'aa l^gyptiaa request 'for. Fore^ 
MBnister Amr Monssa .to. take, part to. a 
riuitfle missiqn between Isiad mid tire M- 

. . Not true, :said MDbatak..Be said be :was . 
. *^riiockedr- Iqr tire Israeli vetrion of events, 

. wliidi w a s pro baWy intended to local c(»- 

«iim|iiif«n-. . . 


Jerusalem 

breached 


PALESTINCAN leader Yasser Arafat clihxged yemerd^ that an 
iinpirftj^ftiiteri Tgrarfi pW in. >iiiiiri Jewish hou^ to the heart of. 
m Aid>..nei^idioiidiciod:.jii artoeired Ehst Jeniralem was a se-. 
nous violmionofPdesttoiaii-lsradiagteetoead:& . 

‘Hus is- is a very serious breach of what las been agreed 
An&it told iepectds.at his Gaza Gty headquarters. Un-. 
dff . tire .rigired pe^ 'accords one sto^ boose should be 
addedtomyisegtenjrettt''to dreOcct^fed'I to 
Andrt .was tespCMOifii^ tp.ai decisKreby tire Plamting and C<m* 
stinctton Coimntorira Israeli intt^or Mtoiriry amhoristog 
tire: cotottruction of 132 'htones lor Israc&s to Bast Jeiusalein's 
Itos.AIAjpwi-ireaf^b^^ ll,tt)0 Palesttoiaus .li^ 

.’Zhe enclaye- wiB bg hiih on an area of 3.5 acres, bouj^t 

li^hGmd’arilBoittirehv^Mos^^ ' ■ - • - 

Aiccotd Mg -to tire Heiich news ^geaiOT AFP, tire 132-hcqnes 
i> . vjBB ^-tire first to be baOt ^recificalfy ^ Jtews m toe middie of . 

i^tilCTsJetnSdemra^/iy. etqtM cqmriy.tireRik^ 
warn to eriabli^ a caj^tel to tire' eastern sectn- tire c^. . 

' Soaior-Jfalrsriinaa hdd tdlcs yeStoid^ Q 

Hom^^'PLQhBadqBttrisaiD Jen^dem, to disenss. todr stxm:- 
Bgy fee bmldii^ l^ans. Iteiticipai)^. included Faitel 

HusBcmi; Arafat's semor representative to Jerusalem, and mem- 
bera of the Fdestiniarereglslaiive coundl, . 

. Pahistiman officiab have warned (hat there would be new out- 
hcedu of vtolence sbe^^ ahead with, the project; and 

Jkra(£ peace activists- have said tire . Ras Al-Amnd plans set d 
daqgooDs precedoit hi Jerusalem. They noted that while pr^ 
wtoiaisraeBgoverQnKsrahave-b^taitogcf Jewisiitreii^ibw • 
hooda^itooiid toe Arabjs6CUa< tii^ had opt built hooies for Jews . 
on a lai]^ scrie reside Arid) districts,- 
laa^-pcesB Tqxuia sud ibe Unife<r States had' asked Prime 
. Mhtistor.Btoymnto Ndbmy^ to refirmn from granting immedi- 
ate ajqproval to tire plm m. aa not to worsen die aims facing tire 
•Piailestiun-lsneli negotiations m implemeniation of tire Oslo 

m Mt m tn m y ggf W MWwity _ • . ... 


, Ajccodmg to Mnbar^ the- sto^ began 
with a nreettoa to Usbon betwi^ Ne- 


taayalni and Moussa, who agreed to meet 
vrilfa'tire prime mtoister again to Israel to 
'continue their disciissiais. And foDowtog a- 
visit by Arafat to Cairo on Saturday, Mu- 
barak telq)honed Netanyahu and o^red to 
send Monrea to IsraeL 
. Netanyahu responded that , {reparations 
should be made Siri for the Moussa visit. 

agreed to tijat," Mubarak said. ^So today 
[yesterday] he is seiidtog his adviser, Dore 
Gold" to Cairo. The toraelis had not re- 
jected Egyptian mediation, he added. 

On. tire question cri redqdoyzDent from 
Hebron, Mnirerak discounted Israeli daims 
that the Droblems surrouncfiiig re- 
deptoyment from the dty bad almost been 
resed^ted. Hiey say that only tw per cent 
.'isuzuesolved, but ^ problem stin rematos 
. as it was. Nothing has been solved. The 
main issues of hot pursuit j<nnt {latrds and 
Al-Shohada Street, are still the «ame and 
have not been setived. More tiimi 80 per 
cent of tire problem still exists,*^ he srid 
' "It is hot tne.tfaar our role is imhalangeri 
Iheyiwant-ns to.pressme Aiafat to acc^ 


their proposals regardless of whether or 
not Pal^toiaD pitolic cqiimaD agrees to' 
them, <re whether Arafat firufa tbm suit- 
able or noL This win never ht^pen.” 
Mubmak also rejected tbe Israeii claim 
that Egypt had optra for an “armed peace.” 
"Egypt is a coontiy for pcMC,** he said. 
"We w^ for {>eace. If we tod sot then 
why did Sadat visit Israel and take an in- 
itiative to 1977? For the «itre of war? 
Egypt is jnvotal to moving tbe peace pro- 
cess fbrw^ and is tire party wtoch began 
the peace process. It paid a high price for 
peace whiRi it was isolated by the Arab 
countries for nearly 10 years. 

*Tf someone says tiret Egypt does not 
want peace, it is be atoo does not want 
peace, Tbe aimospbere of war might be 
more beneficial for him.** 

Asked whether Egypf had oSered to host 
a meeting between Netan^n and Aratot 
Mubarak said tiiai sndi a summit could 
only be arranged "if tire problems are 
solved or about to be solved, with tmly a 
few points remaiiitog. Umd we can tovite 
tire two parties to end the problem. How- 
ever, tte {iroblem is stiU tbmo... Tbe Pal- 


estinian leadership cannot accqit [tbe Israe- 
li proposals] because it has a pet^le to an- 
swer to." 

Mubarak was also asked about a state- 
ment by Netanyahu (hat Egy{it ought have 
a role to {day in resolving the problem of 
Hebron. Neranyabn “should not say that 
^y{)t JKigh/ have a role, because tbe Egyp- 
tian role is {Mvotal to toe {leace prooBSs," 
re^tonded Mubarak. "It is not a questitm oi 
‘might and might not' because the Egyp- 
tian nde is active and indis{reii^Ie.’' 

He desertoed "Middle Earnemism’* — tbe 
concept of an Aiab-Isiaeli grouping — as 
"nnrealistic as Itreg as we have not solved 
the problem. We cannot enter East- 

emism from tbe backdoor." Tbe Arab 
Le^ue, he said, "is the boose of tbe Arabs. 
No one can intofim with it, whether Israel 
or anyone else." 

On the question of tire relations between 
Israel and Syria, Mubarak thought it was 
unlikely that Israel would attack Syria: 
*Hitting Syria would be vety d^erous for 
tbe re^on. Tbe Israelis have said they have 
no intention of going to war. Neither has 
Syria. War is an old game.” 


Israel wonld be toe loser if it forced 
Egypt to break off dijdomatic relations, 
Mubarak said, adding: are not cou- 

ridering this step." 

Mubarak stressed toat while the US had 
tbe principal role to tbe peace {irocess, the 
^y^an role could oot be marginalised. 
"Let us see what thqr will do without 
^ypL.. to the absence of the Bmtian 
role, tbe Madrid conference womd not 
have been held," be said. 

The establishment of a Palestinian strie 
was inevitable, he said "But this does not 
mean that it will threaten Israel, Egypt or 
Jordan. There are preconditions, such as 
disarmament, and drey could be the subject 
of negotiation." 

Mubarak said the whole world ojposed 
the construction of Israeli settlements in 
occo{Hed Arab lands. "As 1 have said more 
than once, settlements are a time-bomb that 
is bound to explode and pose (he greatest 
obstacle to a final stoution. It will create a 
{iroblem for Israel as much as for the Arab 
Tegion. The US and Europe do not agree to 
it. The whole worid does not agree to it, 
but they [Israel] insist on Jl" 



Israeii soldiers order Palestinian demonstrators to leave confiscated land to tbe Jordan Valley in the West Bank. Over 100 demonstrators had stored an Israefi 
setflers* bnlldiacr fitmi woridng to protest against tbe settiers’ dahn to the land, whkfa is controlled by tite Isradi mffitaiy antiMHities iphaio: Reuuri 



over 


neminee 


Ghaii is still favourite for the UN’s 
top job, but Amr Moussa stressed 
that E^pf s priority is for an 
African to be at the helm, write 
Hoda Tawfik in New York and 
Gamal Nkrumaii In Cairo 


The United 'Nations Seenriiy . Council - 
ecmdnclBd -its first unafiSdal poD for tire 
pod of UNsecrecaty-gnrerd on Tnesd^. 
-Boutros Bontros-Gfaafi,. fire mcumbeitf 
sccretaiy-geneRd, is joot presenting, his 

tO anOtiMT VOtB ."fiX. tllB tmM 

-.betog,” but he baa not w i ti id raw n fiom 
tiretece^ GiaH told AMj^ram WffdUy th^ 
Ins move. — not to put ins name forward 
for a sedond vote — was meant to leave 
the Ste^ tqwn-fior oflier African can- 
dadiatra to fame go* reonnded the 
that be remmbs the sole cabffidaie 
of fire Oscganisalian of African . Um^ 
(OAU). fit jffinitiM toat he was watdi- 
'tog tireprodsefings as tireSeeority Goim- 
cB and waitii^ to see the CBSulls, 

I'. siiqiaided .Ins 'can£dacy a day - 

aw ivMninatian ftf Madeleiiie Alh- 
x^f^.tire United Sttees.pqmanemnqai^ 
sent^ve to tire UN, as secret^ of date. 

• Soon: after, fbur .Afticmi ' dbrnmies 
' G8te d'lvuiie, Gba^ I^nrirama andlB- 
»-!- flffidaPy juiatfuftf d to toe Seeadty 
CaaocS tioE zemective candidates. Tan- 
zania is to sritnait a fifth cmi- . 

rfidate' OAU Seczetaiy-General- Sdim . 
Atoned Salim. The latter is a favourite of 
. SoiBtb . Aides, but Baaice indicated that it .. 
-wiD veto Sdhn because be does not 
; ^eak .Reach. Paris is also faiown to be 
IpkiBwmm. about 'tire oflier An^oitoare 
canSdate—^ia&a'S'EbfiAnnaiL' 

rTlrexesnlts of Tuesday’s seezd ballot at 
'tire Seenriiy Council were teUing. Annan 
flre ' ge quned votes, but faced one' 
veto, ^dntely fixan- Ranee. The three - 
oAer tad) fteed-two vetoes, 

'probably from Britato'and America. An*^ 
t»ain got ID votes. CQce d'lvdhe's Foreign 
/hfiiSter Amsia Es^,.a fotowr {Hesident- 
: of dre UN Generel Assembly, got'sevoi 
afiBnndive votes.' Tbe Orjranmticu ^Is- 
:linnic Caaftiriree's - (OKD ' .secietaiy. ' 
-goiteiai, TTeniia AI-Gh^nd, is.a Ki-. 
ger ifafinwaij WOO (Kily five votes. Man- ' 
aanatf Ahmfed Quid Abdallah -WOP fla^ 
^yes’-votes.' ' 

AKStebid tofled tiib QIC coun- 


tzies to bade him officially at tire mini- - 
stoial.ctHifeRzice that took place to the 
ifiHnnei^an c^tal, Jakazt^ last wedk. 
While a number of Muslim natians might 
'preter to see Al-CRabid at tire hdm of tire 
UN, be is resided as zatfaier lacklustre. 

has no pio^ cecond of dedlzK with 
senshzve sitnations ra* wodting unda tire 
pressure of budg^zy amstraiids and has 
no real knowled^ of how the UN actual- 
ly woiks. ' . 

Ranoe is said to be keen to see one of 
die tiuee Ranoopheme: cantfidates become 
UN SMzet^-g^teeral vben Ghali's znan- 
date expuzBS on 31 Deconber. But observ- 
ers believe ttuu initial Rencfa objections 
to GSiana's Kofi Arman ate not serious. 
Atman, afta- all, is Queot to Rcndi and 
tire ftemdi, IBs tire Americans, have been 
xmuessed with his smooth and self- 
emtttog perfimnance to Bosnia. 

Annan, tire UN imdaseaetaQr-general 
for peacekeeping, has e>eiit over 30 yeazs . 
woridng in various UN departments. He 
was bared to Geneva for a few . yearn 
.where ire studied at tire tostitut Uui- 
vecatane- des Hantes Etudes Inter- 
nationales. Arman now heads tbe UN’s in- 
tematioual force in tire 

farmer Yugoslavia, to the aftermatfa of 
Iraq's invaston r^Kuwait in 1990, Annan - 
conducted negodatious ttou led to the safe 


ed .hL'Euwait For this and other deeds, he' 
TWj-rivaH iwrafTiMriaiial aeetaim- 
■- Marwan Brrir, Egypt’s assistant foeign 
uiiuislB z • for African affairs, told the 
Weekfy tint aaaly rare African country, 
•Rwanda, openly ol:gected to tire le- 
.election of the Egyptian inennteent, on 
toe-grounds that did not.a'vat toe 
maaa alaii^iBr of etbsic Hztsi lU 1994. 
Tte Rwandaiis eiaim that Gfaali coo{>- 
erafied too closely with Paris, vdiiCT 
badsed tire ousted Rwandan re^me tiiat 
carried out tire massaezes. Howevw, de- 
pute, its protests. Rwanda (fid not stand to 
toe -way of the OAU nominating Ghaii as 
its sde emdidate, Badr emphasised that 


Egypt’s top priority is oot that Ghaii 
a second term as UN secTetazy-general, 
but that tbe top office goes to an African 
candidate — be that CRiali or not Egyp- 
^ ForeigD Nfinister Amr Moussa said 
as much at a c onf erence about Egypt and 
btofdte Eastemism convened last msek at 
Cairo University. 

A seoior UN cfolomat told the Weekly 
that tire results ofthe UN Security Coun- 
cil's, secret ballcit indicated that tire US 
and Britain might be creonfinating their 
a{>{nDarii. The US and Bzitain are sus- 
peteed of uring toe veto agatost tire tinee 
Rancophoue candidates. Britrin and the 
■ US, wtoch always said that it did not fisr 
vour any particidar candidate., stand fim- 
]y behind Annan, the dqtiomai said. 

Former US Seoetaiy of State Lawrence 
Eaglebinger was quoted as saying, ‘The 
Boutros fthati affair has been monriTon^ 
ly hanHiftrf by AlbiigbL She is like a bull- 
dog who gets its teeth into toe brare and 
wtm’l let gp. We well get him oat, 
but at a h^ cost to ourselves both to tire 
UN a»d mtematioually. And there is a 
good chance that whoe^ takes his place 
will be even worse." 

An autiiocitative source close to Gfaali 
told tire Weekfy tiiat the Egyptian was of- 
fered tire |)ost of head of an mtanatianal 
foundation and tire title of secreteiy- 
. geoeral emeritus by the Clinton ad- 
ministration to lore him into leaving o^ 
fice. But Ghaii said, "No, thank yo^ am 
not lod^ for a job." 

Security Council members were sched- 
uled to resume secret balloting (m tire 
game four Candidates yesterday. If tire re- 
sults of the voting prove ideimcal to tire 
previous one, the cctundl wiD face an im- 
passe. If new candidafeg like Saiim 
emerge, die comieil can put tiiem to a 
vote 48 hours after they have presented 
theb- official cazulidacy. Nabll Et^Anhi. 
Egyptian {)ermanent rquesantetive at tire 
UN, told tire Weekly, “Egyvt^s first ^iOE^ 
ity now is to make sure that the post of 
secretaz 7 *geaeral remains for 
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Taking stock of 


our political heritage 


Why play historical guessing games? 
Let's be methodical about our 
political heritage, argues 

Hoda Gamal Abdel-Nasser 


The 26di amifvetsaiy of the death of Clorles de Gaulle fell on 9 
November 1996 and the 2^ anniversary of the i«sgmg away of 
Gamal Abdel-Nasser feD cm 28 Sepiraber oftbe same y^. I am 

filled with an guish wfacTi I co mpaTO what the Freoch did to per- 

p^uate the De GauUe l^acy and what we Egyptians did to pre- 
serve die legacy of Nasser, who died at die end of the Arab sum- 
mh of September 1970, convened to stop the shedding of 
Falesdnian blood. De GaiiOe died after be ban been removed man 
ofiBce by a public referendum held in 1969. Soon after his death, 
his fiiends and followers wasted no thne in establishing the 
Charles de fiMilte insritnrg. Those ndio had wodeed with De 
Gaulle collected memorabilia, historica] documents, testtmonials. 


The Charles de Gaulle Institute developed over the years into 
a veritable institution with a networic of correspondents in all 
parts of tte world. I am indeed honoured to be its coneqxmdent 
in Egypt My appointment was a result of a study 1 had pre- 
sented to the institute at a conference held at UNESCO's Paris 
headquarters in 1990 to mart: die 100th birthday of the great 
leader. My study, entitled “Nasserist Egypt’s Perceptions of De 
Gaulle,” was pidilisbed by the institute along with other studies 
and appeared in a seven-volume work. At the end of the confer- 
ence, participants were taken to visit De Gaulle’s house and 
grave in his hometown of Colombe les Deux E^ises. We also 
attended a mass held in his memory at the Notre Dame ca- 
thedral in Paris. 

The conference to commemorate De Gaulle was held when 
die Socialist government 1^ by die late French President 
Francis Mitterrand — hims elf a one-time archenemy of De 
Gaulle and his rival in presidential elections — was in power. 
In fact, Micbel Rocard, the Socialist prime minister at the time, 
inaugurated the conference. Since its creadon after the death of 
De Gaulle, the institute has been publishing a tr im estrial mag- 
azine, L 'Espoir. dedicated to the collection of mementos and 
restimonials of people who had been De Gaulle's colleagues. 

Nasser died at one of the most critical moments of Arab history. 
Nasser was succeeded by his vice-piesideat. Anwar El-Sadat, 
who had been at his side since the beginmiig of the 1952 Revohi- 
tioo. From the outset, Sadat saw to it that aD who had been close 
to Nasser were banished from public life. He threw most of them 
in prison on IS May 1971 — just like Hatsb^isut’s niccessoc, 
wtm wiped her name from the wails of El-Deir El-Bahri Tenqile 
in Luxor and bad his insertptioos put there instead. 

Today tbe achievements of leadffi are not assessed by the tenqiles 
or monuments buh, but Iqr anodier yardstick: how mudi fo^ 
have raised the living standards of tiieir people and uplifted their so- 
cieties both econonucally and politically. Sadat estabhsbed the Coot- 
mittee for Writing History, the inqiaftiali^ of which is called into 
question most historians. Furthamoie, Sadat set out to write his 
own memoirs of Nasser's time. He ordered the withdrawal from the 
market of the first part of his autob i ogra p hy, which was pro-btesser, 
published in 1 970 ^ entitled Ya Wakuii, HtdfutAjmAa Gamal (My 
Son, This is Your Uncle Gamal). He atteiqited to re-write history. The 
accomplishments of Nasser, wfaidi could not have been ascribed to 
another, were expressed in history books in the passive voice. Thus, in 
1 956 *7fae Suez Canal was natiotnlisetr and in 1 954 *7fae Bri^ evac- 
uated fiom Egypt,” But die history teachers would not allow such am- 
biguities to pei^ and ascribed the achievaneiiis to their rightful orig- 
inator. 

The success of the film Nasser '56 among youth did not come as 
a surprise. The truth about Nasser bad been secretly floucishhig in 
Egyptian homes and classrooms. has been outlined in Nabil 
Abcfcl-Fanab's study 1956: Its Polit^ presented at a 

setiiinarcommeiiKirating die 4()th anniversary of die 19S6tthKutite 
aggresioD and held at tbe Centre for EccmcHiiic, L^al and Social 
Documcois of tbe National Centre for Scnentific Studies in Paris. 
The atteoqits to obliterate the memory of die nation and to distint 
its histoiy must never be allowed to happen again. Thus, the re- 
cently established Al-Ahiam Unh for Studies on tbe Egypt^ Rev- 
olution has decided to take a number of inhiarives rimuhaneously, 
to make iq> for what has been lost Fortunately, modem information 
technoiogy has provided us with eocMmous possibilities for die doc- 
umentation and analysis of data at great ^>e^ 

The plan designed by foe Unit for Studies on the Egyptian Rev- 
olution vrill not limit itself to the documentadcHi of tbe post- 
Revolution periocl, since die pre-Revobition period is fraught with 
infmmation gaps and analytical disiiMtions which must be cor- 


rected foe support of relevant documents. 1 became myself 
aware of there lealkies \ritite 1 was invcitved in the eioundwrciik ^ 


aware of there realities \ritile 1 was involved in the gioundwroik for 
my doctoral dissertation. I limited tbe scope of my wodc to ”1^ 
Egyptian Movement 1936-1952”. Why should ghiriwnta n>|y on 
foreign sources because Egyptian sources are scazoe? The unit 
thus decided to provide accurate and fanpartial chronicles of all the 
Egyptian nationalist leaders. Tbe list begjns with Mustafa Kamel, 
Mobamed Farid, Saad Zaghloul, Mustafa El-Nahhas, Gamal Ab- 
del-Nasser and Anwar El-SadaL To guarantee that jus^ is done in 
foe documentation of Sadat's rule, I call on his sera Gamal to col- 
laborate in covering his fofoer’s period For Saad ^i^oul and 
Mustafo El-Nahhas, we win strive to find blood relations and not 
party members, since I have learnt through bitter eqierience over 
the p^ 26 years foat partisan political and party inleiesls usinlly 
prei^ over all other ties, r^mdless of bow close such membas 
may have been to the peiscra in cniest^ A sera is eiqjected to be foe 
iiKist genumely mclmm to fend for his fatiier’s image. 

Sri fia Zaghloul was aware offliisimlity early enough. L^ion her hus- 
band's de:^ she leftised to give the Wafri cs* any cifocr party, which 
sou^ to bol^ its czedOrility by associating with foe great lader, ac- 
cess to Bait £Z-Uhima (his house). Wiforeg!^ to Muaafa Kamel and 
Mobanied Farid, I will ututenake die dirmiclii^ procedure 1 indeed 
caD on azi^xxiy in possessioa of any mementos of airy land, be it a 
document, film, ccrin, medal or postal stanqi or ally otiicrinemorabilia 
inherited within foe fenuly wlncfa bas to do with tte two pronunent fi^ 
uies, to allow the unit to obtaina copy of h. I ecpially on anytxidy 

who played even tile smallest part in foe lives of die two men to pro- 
vide us with bis testimany. be it in writing or CO tope: 

The unit is equally interested in lecdving feedback of per- 
sonal hupr^ions ifoout Egyptian ieadexs before or after I9S2. 
The invitation is extended to Egyptians, Arabs, people fiom tbe 
Thud World and individuals tiiiougbout the world. 

It is time we learned &om past experience and gave special 
attratioo to tbe documenting and upda^ of our natimi's Us- 
tory. We need to address the c^Ienges of tte 21st century by 
talong a retroqiective look into the histoiy of foe 20th centuy. 
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REQUIRES 

An Experienced Foreign Native 
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Nursery Section. 


Please phone :586 3149 
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at t/te 


North Coast Marina Village 

Final Price $ 1 Million 


Fax:2S32S71 Cairo Tel:2S58725 

After 7 pm 


Housing storm rages still 

Tni K/TPs fetf not attending the nm 


As construction offences continued to make 
TieadlineR in foe Arabic- language jraess, Housing 
Minirtiw Ibrahim Suleiman told toe Pc^le’s As- 
sembly tiia* construction code violations had 
been discovered in dwig"” of apartment^ build- 
rnp in tbe eastern suburb of Nasr Chy, in Qat- 
tamiya, southeast of Cairo, and in the city of 
Suez. Suleimm cit^ 41 fav^ buildings in Nasr 
City, 112 biiilHingi in Qattamiya and 114 in 
Suez City. All bad been built by the Organ- 
isation Housing Cooperatives, an afRIiatB of 
the Ministiy of Housing. 

Assembly Speaker Abmed Fathi Sorour bailed 
from during Suleiman's statement, quot- 
ha tbe intcTTMl legniations of the bouse. As a re- 
sult, foe debate ghiftaH back to tbe Assembly's 
Housing Committee, which held its third stoony 
meeting in three wedcs to discuss the bmlding 
regulations last Sunday. 

Many committee members, depute their own 
membmhip of the ruling National Democratic 
Ruty (^P), plac^ the blame for the *1iousing 
disastera” squai^ on government officials. 

In his Samrday report to the Assembly, Sulei- 
man said no de^on bad yet been taken to 
demolish foe feulty buildings, rriuch would be 
examined by the ministry’s Building Research 
Centre before a final decision was made. He 
vowed that foose responsible for foe violations 
would be brought to justice. 

Tbe 41 faulty buiUmgs in the LOfo district of 
Nasr City had been btuR by two private sector 
companies for foe Oigaidsation of Housing 
Cooperatives, Suleiman told the house. Con- 
stniction was completed in May 1993 and 
cracks appeared in three bmldiags in October 
1994. Two buildings have been evacuated and 
the Building Research Centre was examining tbe 
others, foe minister added. In Qattamiya, “grave 
violations" were found in 1 12 buildings out of a 
total of 129, be said. A public sector company 
had constructed 1 12 of foose buildings for the 
Organisation of Hmim^ Cooperatives while the 
remaining 17 were buift by a private company 
for tbe same organisation. These buildings have 
never been occupied, foe minister said. 

In Suez City, defects were found in two bous- 
ing projects owned by tbe organisation. Tbe first 
project, Suleiman said, consists of 173 build- 
ings, constructed by a public sector company. 


^ Criticised by MPs for not otteiidmg foe 

For the third time in three weeks, the Housing Committee of week's 

the People’s Assembly was the scene of a stormy debate ’^^^nsm^on 


over construction code violations. Gamai Essam Ei-oin reports 


foe has 69 buildings. Suleiman said 50 

buildings in foe first project were found to be 
feulty and will have to be demolished. In the 
second project, 64 buildings were feulty and the 
offences in 29 of these were ^ve". 

After Suleiman finished his report. Speaker 
Sorour referred all questions tabled by to s 
me cHrig of the housing committee scheduled for 
the following day. This meeting was attended by 
Suleiman as well as Local Administtation Min- 
ists* Mahm oud El-Sh^f and Cairo Go\‘cnior 
Omar Abdel-Akfaer. 

In the unexpected absence of the committee’s 
ehairman, Mohamed Mahmoud Ali Hasson, foe 
meeting was chaired by deputy chair man Taiaai 
Musta^ a business tycoon who owns seven 
contracting companies. Tbe meeting was so tu- 
multuous that it was abruptly ended by Mustafa 
after he came under fire from a group of d^ 
uties led by Ibrahim Amasha, an NDP repre- 
sentative from ManzaJa in the Daqahliya Gov- 
emorate, and Mustafe El-Qayati, foe NDP 
deputy for Atfib in tbe Giza GOTemorate. 

Abdel'Moneim Zaalouq, an NDP repre- 
sentative for Dessouq in the Ka& Al-Sbeikb 
Govemorate. blamed foe construction violatjons 
on Law 106 of 1976, which encouraged tiic sale, 
rather thm renting out, of apartment buildings. 
He also blamed a complicated urban planning 
law, tbe lack of supervision over what construc- 
tion matariaig are used, and foe lack of clear-cut 
building zones in major cities. 

Yehia Abu Stert. an NDP deputy for Mina Al- 
Basal in Alexandria cited other reasons: corrup- 
tion in municipal councils, legal loopholes, foe 
complicated procedures for acquiring construc- 
tion and demolition licences and foe lack of a 
conqirebensive bousing and construction law. 

Ahmed Shiha, a businessman deputy' for Cai- 
ro's AI-Darb Al-Ahmar district, put foe blame 
on low-ranking employees of muructpal coun- 
dJs, who, be maintain^ should take much of 
the blame for tbe situation. "These enqiloyees. 


who are largely responsible for most consliuc- 
(ioa offences, ore now in the highest income 
brackets in this counny,” be said He estimated 
foat foere are some 700,000 violations of con- 
struction law across the country. “We cannot af- 
ford the time or money" to dranolisb tbe faulty 
buihliiigs and unUcenced extra stores, he said 
ing toad be suggested imposing a dotfolc fine on 
offenders anri using foe money, which be es- 
timated would amount to some LEIO billion, to 
develop new bousing communities. 

At this point, Mmister of Local Administia- 
non Mahmoud £1-Sherif was given the floor to 
provide foe government perspective on the pr^ 
lem. Reviewing foe housing and construction 
laws of the past 20 years, El-Sherif said that 
each of tbem bad been passed in response to a 
certain sicuatioiL "In 1976. when offences were 
on foe rise, penalties had to be stiffened and this 
was done by means of Law 106. When foe situa- 
tion unproved in 1983, Law 30 was passed, 
opening foe door for a reconciliation between 
foe offender and foe aufoorities," El-Sherif said 

A new law had had to be passed every four 
years, on average, but "alfoou^ a new construc- 
tion law was passed at the beginniog of this 
v'ear, apparently it was insufficient to deal with 
foe problem of construction offences." El-Sherif 
said "This is not foe time for exchanging ac- 
cusations because all of us stand accus^ It is 
the problem of a whole society and not the prob- 
lem of local administration alone." 

Providing foe first official figures, El-Sberif 
said foere are 573,889 construction violations 
ibrou^iout foe country. This figure, he said, in- 
cludes around 218,000 buildiiigs which lack a 
consnuction licence and 102,000 buildings 
where extra storeys have been added without a 
licence. "So foe problem is not as bad as the 
press has pictured iL and most of the problems 
could be sealed by foe payment of a fine," EI- 
Sberif said 

C^o Governor Omar Abdel-Akber, who was 


Rain 


lessons 


The mid-November rains caused 
extensive damage to the nature 
reserve at Ras Mohamed, but 
park ofTidals say the storms 
have taught them more about 
the area. Jaiian Malawi reports 


Ras Mohamed National Park, at foe soutbenanost 
point of foe Sinra P eninsula- is located at foe ^pot 
wtieae d» Red Sea. divides into tire Giilf of Aqaba 
to foe east and tbe Gulf of Suez to tbs wea. It was 
declared a protected area the gove pm ent in 
1983 to safeguard its coral reefe, animals and 
plants fiom omside influences, primarily man. 

In nud-Novanber, Ras Mohamed, along wifo 
other sections of tbe Red Sea coast and Upper 
^ypt, was hit fay torrential rains, wfaidi cau^ 
widespread devaaatwiL kfichael Pearson, foe na- 
tional park's project manager, estimated foat Ras 
Mcfoamed suffer^ between between LB2.5 and 3 
million-worfo of damage, with roads, laboratories 
and woiksiK^s aU m iie^ of zqnir. 

Piles of rubbish were carried by foe floods to foe 
shore. Dried bushes, twi^ and bits and pieces of 
wood tittered the space outside foe Iaboratorie& 
‘Nothing soious, but we have a lot of work to do," 
Pearson cotDmeiited. 

Tbe underwater si^ts have also been affected by 
die tains, which have reduced visibility. Acoordrt^ 
to Pearson, ibese areas are, 1^ nature, subject to 
wave action and it will take months bdbre the rit- 
uatkra tevetts to oonoaL "These sites haw a san^ 
bottom wifo reefs on two sides, and sand is sus- 
pended by die wave action which is also wlty one 
finds dif feren t types of corals, different reef stiuc- 
tures. These si^ls are su^ect to different {fo^cal 
conditions, so risibility there is opt as clear as in 
ofoer areas," he said. 

Alfooi^ tbe rains have left a lot of work to be 
dorie, Pearson believes that, in tbe long run, tbey win 








prove to be to foe park's advantage, because "wc can 
now predict certain events". Tbe main flow lines in 
foe event of faovy rain have been identified, for ev- 

aiqile, “and this will cost tbe government less mon- 
ey to repair tbe roads in the liimFe," be said 
Paik workers are now in tbe {xocess of nrarlring 
the road, so that they can remove the sand that was 
washed over it without destroying tbe tarmac 
neafo. 'There are areas where we will have to put 
drains, there are i^ces vtfoere wc will have to bury 
our electrical cables to protect them," Pcaisoo sakL 


"And foe water pipelines wfaicb run tbiough the park 
and feed Sharm El-^i^ vrillhave to be protected." 

Aiccorfoi^ to Pearson, foe nuns have Ughli^ited 
tbe necessity for better planning and undostanding 
of the nature of Sinai, a regkrairiiose topography 
has been sh^Md by natural disasters. "It is such 
events which created Sinai; they have been latririg 
place for thousands of years they don't stop 
just because we start building. Wc must team to un- 
derstand these events in order to protect properly, 
investment and life." 


Wanted dead or alive 


A visitor fiom an Arab country checks into a 
government hospital He emerges from surgery 
with a new Idcteey — illegally donated by an 
Egyptian engineer, the price: LE15,000. With 
the help of forged documents from the Doctors 
Syrndicatc authorising the tran^lant, the opera- 
tion was performed at foe Agricultm^ Hospital 
in Dokld last month. Details of tbe illegal trans- 
action were disclosed in Al-Mussawar mag- 
azine, once more stirring the controversy over 
organ donations in Egypt 
Itanidy El-Sayed, bead of tbe Doctois Syndicate, 
sted the doctor who p^Qn^ fois (qieratioo would 

hft riisftipliiiftri nivt riiar an iiMprity into tlus Case aod 

ofoer, siniilar, ones is under way. "However, we 
camutf Idee l^al aetkra, because foere is no law reg- 
ulating foe trans|foBit of orgais in Egypt" 
Accordingtosyndieatcregulations,org3ntiana- 
plamsfiomanEgyptiantoaaon-Egyptianare"ab- 
sdotely finbidden" and so are oigon tian^lants be- 
tween two fineigoeis of different naticraalities. 

Egyptians who need organ traiyylants must find 
a rdative; even a fond cousin is acceptable, El- 
Sayed erolained. "Someone can accept an organ 
for transfHant fiom an unrelated person oaty in cx- 
cqitional cases, fi>r instance, iftbefemily carries a 
faeretStaiy disease wfaicb prevents donation from 
wzifain dtt fimily. Even in such cases, tbe donor 

mst be intaviewed by the syndicate a>^ must sign 


Fears of a growing trade in human 
organs has put pressure on author- 
ities to draft a law to regulate organ 
donations, reports Mariz Tadras 


sider tranqilanting an organ from a dead person to 
a living one to be against Isiran. They arc powo^ 
voices in foe People’s Assembly... Sometimes wc 
wonder who is fmanemg this, because it is obvi- 
ously a veiy costly campaign." 

O^onents of organ transplants, such as tele- 
vision preacher Sheikh Mohamed El- 
Sbaarawy, contend t^t human organs arc not 
for tiadii^ and that the body docs not belong to 
the individual but to God, who alone has foe 
right to dispose of it as be pleases. 

However, a Ja/wa issued by the foimcr Mufti, 
Sayed Tantawi, now Sbeikh of Al-Azhar, sanc- 
tioning o i g an transplants, bos long been in force: 
and countries such as Saudi Arabia and Kuwait 
have laws aDowing organ transplants, including tbe 

use of organs fiom dead bodies. 


Sqycd El-Tawil, a professor at the Faculty of Is- 
lamic Studies at A^Azhar University, said that 


a cettificate to say that be is draating his «)^n 

fr nm faumani tarian and nnt finaneial ” 


The regulations, introduced in 1988, were a 
response to foe growing trend of non-Egyptians 
coming into tbe country for organ transplant 
cqieiations using Egyptian donors, said El- 
Sayed. "This stoj^ed, or we thought ii had 
stcqrped, for a tune. But it is reappearing again, 
controlled by a mafia which has a trade whb 
very wealthy people coming fitm foe Gulf." 

Unles foere is a law legulafoig the transplant of 
ogans in ^pypt, illqga] qreratioos wtU not stop, 
wmue d a frustraled El-Sayed, iriio ^xikc ex- 
tensively of the r^teaied failures oftbesyndii^to 
get a law govenung organ donation passed in foe 
Petgrie's Assembly. “Every time we tiy, oureffons 
ere tfawaited by those rdigioiis dements who con- 


fiomthepointofrieworaAor i"o law,oigandoRa- 
tioa "can, in feet, be recommended ifitU going to 
save someone's life." Tbe transfer of an organ from 
a dead body to a living patient is also condoned by 
shari'a, if the dead person hu written his consent 
into ins wiU, be added. Ifxtot, then it is possible 
whb the consent of foe rclaii>'us, if h is strictly for 
faumanitarian purposes. 

The authorisation to can>' out transpiams 
fium cadavers, cuircnily prohibited by foe syn- 
dicate, would be iiistrumcDtal in s.iving lives, 
stressed Rafiq Rashad. kidney specialist at the 
Cairo Kidney Centre. 

The need for kidney iransplanls is over- 
wbdming. Every year, there are between 6XW0- 
7,000 patients on dialysis (the clinical purification 
oHil^ through the separation of particles in a liq- 
uid) in Gg^ Dialysis, explained Raslud, should 
be a transitional treatmenL If those patients were 


able to receive transplants their quality of life 
would improve greatly. Currently, only 300-400 
kidney transplants arc performed annually. 

Not surprisingly, foe real problem is the lack of 
avail^le kidneys. At tbe Cairo Kidney Cdiitre, 
only around 30 per cent of donors arc relatives. 
"Sometimes wc cannot find a suitable match fro m 
foe patient’s relatives and so wc look for someone 
else," said Rashad. "This is done on a strictly Egyp- 
tian to Egyptian basis. Tbe approval of foe donor 
and the synfocatc is. of course, mandatory." 

if. on foe other hand, transplants from cadav- 
ers were permitted, foe number of patients 
treated could be at least tripled. "The organs of 
recently deceased persons could help us save 
foe lives of many dying patients. The difference 
is foat you could save those who needed trans- 
plants of organs which cannot be donated from 
living jieoplc,'such as foe liver, heart and the 
jimgs." Organs must be removed from foe body 
immediately after death. "A few minutes after 
death, a person's kidneys or liver, for instance, 
become unusable," Rashad explained 
He believes that if cadaveric ludnt^s were avail- 
able, the black market in human organs would dis- 
appear because people would have a legitimate 
channel for obtaining organs, 

Fawzia Abdcl-Sattar, professor of crim inal law 
airf former chairwoman of foe Legislative Com- 
mittee of the People’s Assembly, emphasised 
that the failuFc to ixsue legislation regulating or- 
gan transplants is closely linked to foe dffhalfl 
<wcr foe definition of death: does it occur when 
foe brain slops _ functioning, or only when tbe 
bean stops beating? This definition is im por tant 
because it determines how soon a doctor would 
be able lo remove organs for trans plant “If foe 
public perccivts foat death occurs only when the 
ncan stops beating, then foe People's Assembly 
wmot impose a law that stipulates that h is all 
nghl to take a patient's or^ns once his brain 
<?ven if foe doctors say it is," she said. 

Only when foe public is fully convinced that 
dccc^bration (death of foe brain) is foe ‘real’ 
death, would such legislation gain widespread 

public support, she believes. 



U* 


lem was complicated becaw offendcjs have ifae 
ri^t to contest tiie comaiitees' dedaoDS m the 
cSis, he said. TT« solutioiL m his view, is flat 
arimmiar arion departments should be freed 
fiom an restrictions and made sdcly rtspoMe 
for settling coKtruction offences. 

MPs were obviously di s s ati sfied wm .El- 
Sberif s and Abdel-Akher’s statements, faflii 
El-Baradi, an indepeDdent-tnrned-NDP dqmty 
for Kafr Ai-Zayyat, said: T think we wm dl 
dismpointed by El-Sberifs statement We 
tbou^t that the Local admmistiation, which is 
entnisted wifo enforcing the law, would show ns 
a way out of this crisis. But what we conchide 
from El-Sberif s statement is that be de^«ns of 
foe situation and cannot come iqi with any cl^ii- 
cut solution.” _ _ .j, . 

El-BararU was hitenupted by El-Sbeaf, who 
ipaiH that the government has plenty of solutitas,- 
blit "we just wanted to fasten first to the solu- 
tions which you propose." 

“We have merely mentioned some ofthecaus- - 
es of the prcfolems and we have solulkns fiar 
tbem. We needed to listen first to your sointunis, 

if you have any," added Abdel-Almer. 

He went on to indsrectly criticise EI-Baiadi, 
who is dean of foe EngineeiiDg Facnlty at Tanta 
University and the owner of an engmeering con- 
sultancy office, by recounting a story to him 
showing how engineeiing piofessms, "such as 
yourself," help businessmen commit constnio- 
lion offences. 

At Hris point, foc committee's D^uty tTharn. 
rrum Talaat Mustafe became involved in a verbal 
clash wifo two members, Ibrahim Amasha and 
Mustafe El-Qayati. Tbe two accused Mustafe of 
giving the floor only to "foose whose own inter- 
ests motivate tbem to siqrport tiie govemmeoL" 

"We are not among those miHionaixe con- 
tractors who att^ meetings to say what tbe 
government likes to hear," added Ibrahim 
Bardisi, an NDP member for foe Cairo 
tiict of Gamaliya. At this point Mustafe 
brought foe meeting to a halt, declaring that 
he would submit a report to Speaker Sorour 
on foose who bad forced him to do so. 


Licence 


to preach 


In a continuing drive to 
isolate religious extremists, 
the People's Assembly 
passed a new law requiring 
Muslim preachers to obtain 
a government permit 


The People’s Assembly has passed a new ' 
law Twatnmg ft co^uIsoTy mosouc 
preachers to obtain a pennit fiom ^ 
Mimstiy of (leli^cus 

endowments), reports Gai^ Ksmiw 
E l-Din. Acemding to its e^lanatoiy note, 
tbe law is aimed at tightenmg the ministry's 
grip on mosques, particularty foose which 
do not fell dnectiy under its siqiervision. It 
intends to ensure tiiat the sennons and 
religic^ lessons detivoed in them are in 
line wifo orthodox Islamic teaching and that 
pulpits are not abused by foose "wifo 
deviant flunking^ to dissezaiiiate distorted 
concqits oflsl^ 

Tbe new law, which is an amendment of 
Law 272 of 1959, states: “The minister of 
al-awgt ^ will outiine tbe conditions triiich 
should be met by persons qualified to 
deliver sermons a^ rehgious lessons in 
mosques, and foe measures wfaicb they 
should take to obtain a permit fiom tbe 
Ministiy ofAJ-Awqtrf'fat doing so." 
Violators will be subject to a fine ranging 
from LEIOO to LE300 and/or a marirnmn of 
one monfo in jaiL 

According to Hamdi Zaqzouq, of 

al-awqcf, foe law had been drawn up in 
reqxmse to pressure from deputies, who had 
repeatedly urged tbe ministiy to exercise 
greater control over sermons delivered in 
mosques, paiticulariy during the Friday 
noon prayers. “Preaifoeis who have p«w«w»l 
ambitions or seek popularity should not have 
a place in tbe propagation of Islam,” 
Zaqzouq said, aHrftng that most rafamin 
countries have imposed similar restrictions 
on preachers. 

According to Zaqzouq, a cfwwmini^ of 
two ministiy officials and two Al-Azhar 
clerics will be fiirnied in each govemorate to 
deal ydfo applications for permits to preach. - 
And in its drive to bring all oxisqnes 
its supennsion, foe govenunent will provide 
the ministiy wifo an additional awwnai 
of LE50 miUion. Six 

additioi^ mosques will be bro ught imAw 
foc ministry's siqtervisioo eatfo year, wMing 
up to 30,(X)0 over the next fiw yean, he 
said. 

Although the law. passed on Saturday, was 
qipFoved by an overw helming majority, a 

significant number of MPS enqfoasised rh*t 
adfotional measures should be taken to stem 
religious extremism. 

Yassin Serageddin of the Wafd Party 
argued that foe ministiy should convert 
meeques into “centres for alJ kinds of social 


acth^, including tbe combat of illheracy 
aM the provision of additional tutoring for 
school students." 

However, the law was a vital method of 
preventing "unqualified 20-yeaiK>ld 
adolescents" from delivering sermons in 
moraucs, according to Ahmed Abu 
lea^ of foc National Democratic Party 
(^P) majority in puliament. In feet, some 
of foose young men managed to prevau 
mo^ue imams from preaching and took 
thOT place, speakiiig about everything, 

religion, politics and economies.” Abu Zeid 
said. 

Mohamed El-Dohiri, ^leaking for the 
leftist Taganimu Party, tfag party 
support^ the new law, but stressed rh«r 
"conditions set by the ntinistiy should not be 

so hard as to prevent people 
enlightened thinkiDg from preadung in 
mosques." 

The Libera] Party's Ramb Hilal Hemeicla 
que^oned Al-Aziw’s afiihy to turn out 
enough preachers to cover aU mosques 
nationwide. But he ad^ t^ there were 
volunteer preachers who could be employed 
to make up for fliis shortage. 
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Aroiiu^:3iftTO e3Cpert»; r:. 

representinhri^\.ga at \ 

Caiv9 Uniyeffsity^s Facuf^ of . 
Political Science to :debate . 
the ftituns Ti^onal . \ 
coi>peratloiiihSie' Middle 
East, file Siree-day : 
conference focused CHI the 
prospect cif JUab-lsraeli 
cooperation or Middle 
Eastemlsm^ wtSi participants; 
divided on whether it should • 
be rejected cir accepteci and 
pcissible terms for Its . 
acceptance. Alternatives c»f 
pain-Arabism and 
Medlterraneanlsm were also 
.tcmched upon. ^ 

Abdel-Lafif foUbwed the dilate 



RegibtlbliSfm without hegemony 


At Ae oondoaon (rf'a ftoee^lay eoofmace on 
rQgRaal coopaatioo, Focdgn Mnister Asa 
Moossa ^vamed ftat tie Aoba .wrald-iigM 
ai^ fixm -of coopeatin not- late, 

tbeir interestB otto ooasidanflion, and that toy 
iotoie Imte whfa Isn^l would aoc floean tie !»• 
inaiaatraofite'^iafrAieiteiaDdpngect’* 
‘V Kfiddle Bagtemig^n is meadt to rfimfaiate 
tie Anib ideotly, tieD-it Is as ini(S8Ctad- 
seheoie and win not hqipei^*’ .Mousse said 
^‘And if h is inteid to haw one ooiiniiy in tie 
x^ioa 1^ tie leac&ng irde in an pofidcal and 
economic pBojecls and inqiose its plans, re- 
ganUess of what the otier ooimtnes tmi^ it 
win .not be achievable.” 

' ttnt if Middle Bu ghyiiym, h ifewt witn g Bc r Bu rt 
tie interests (d'.tie Anb.Uoc, vduA Chodld 
have tie lead^ sole in any politcal or ec- 
onaanic gtoqnnft and gives a boost to tie 
adnevemeid of a just, peac^ tien ‘>e are 
Seed with a pnigect tfaat dio^ be senonsly 
considerecL”. 

. The peace process is facing a deafflodc tut 
take a. loQg time to jeso lvc^**^ Moiissa 
oonimiied. However^ eonfimiing the Aiab 

rirtn t ni H m^nf tn Tiw aAfad ijwtf «||w 

notm»y^.ddieraiilinteChan^ Botwitioiit 
pn^jicss in the peiue process, Middte 
enusm would be doomed ID fiubre, he said. . 


Fqreign Minister Amr Moussa warned that regional coop- 
er^on woufd be rejected if it was designed to impose 
thb hegemony of one state Israel — over the regibn 


. In additioD.to NCd& Eastemism, the coo- 
‘ ieience ddbated. two otwr fiions of ooop^ 
aatian — panhAiabisni 'aDd Mfeditenanean- 
^isntL- 

Accofdmg to Moussa, Pate>Ai8bism is a 
qoestion' of identic is a matter of et-- 
istenceL Wc^as'Aiah states, are .the mqoi^ in 
tins T^^ oar role is cesira] and we are not 
'pnng to itnp-cr wafcon weakEmng it, 
.but naibcc mate it straager.** 

"Sc raised tie question of whether a booflict 
is bound to dewlop . between bOddle East-, 
enzten and pas-Arahism- oc, m otier wonis, 
whether Middle Ey t fanhm would be bound 
to undennine Arab jUauiitj/. 

Kfiddle. Eastemism, he allied, would mr 
dude the Arab states and three non- Arab 
conntnea — 'nidEey, ban and Israel. ”And 
we move so u flr wai d,' the Horn of Afiica wffl 
have to be included because we have historical 
ties .with tibte coontries.” 

Kfiddk Eastemtam riwuld be established on 


an Arab base, Moussa said. To do otierwise 
would be to give h a conpletely different 
sieaning. To be accqrtaUe, Kfi^e Eastemism 
would have ce rt a in precoufitions and pre- 
requisites, “the most m y on an t of which are a 
jnst and ^ective peace pioee^ the aaahligb . 
..meat of a Palestmian state, an Israeli with- 
drawal from all ocoqued ted a fin*! set 
teatent tor Jeresalem.*' 

. And, Moussa stressed, ”tiie pan-Aiab na- 
tional pfojecT would be at the core of any 
scheme for Middle Eastern cooperation. A 
stiong Arab epemomy is ffiqxnwit in onler to . 
tie coming chaDeeges." 

Mediterraneamsm was equally importsnt 
bti^ Mou^ sai^ in his riew it dora not ique* 
sent an ahsmative to pan-Arabism or hfiddle 
Rgglmtem 

' The Arabs were not with tie cuu e at 
status of tie peace process, Moossa said. ‘H'o 
have a succeraihl and efiedrve peace process, 
it shcHild be an Aiab-lsraeli process and not 


just an Israeli process,” he explained. **Peace 
teould be reached without putong pressure on 
one party in the interest of the other paity, be- 
cause a peace like that wiU never lasL” 

The Arabs were not ready to talk about se- 
ciiri^ or political gioupin gs inqiosed on the 
states outside It, Moussa added. 
Asked whether the aH K an tment of Mad^ 
lone Albright es the new US s ea et ai y of state 
would have an inqiact on the peace process, 
Moussa said: ”We expect the US will continue 
to pby its roie as an bcxiest brcdDcr in tiie peace 
process.” 

He also ruled out die possibility of another 
Aiab-lsaeli war, declanng di^ ”we have to 
dunk peace and talk peac& We have to look 
fiv better to co<xist in this re^oo, with- 

out clashes ^ eonfii^ It is tme thb Israeli 
policy damages die peace proc^ but it is our 
reymrihilry to put it on the i^fal track tike 
we did with the previoas talniri government 
[of Menachem Bqjn]*’' 

Moussa dismissed as “nonsense” reprats that 
Israeli Prime Kfimster Binyamin Netaiyahu 
iiari complained ttmt Egyptian Ibieign min- 

ister made “aggrrasive” statements. “We see 
the peace luocess is deteriorating as a result of 
a political mighJm made by other party,” 
he said. 



Israel’s ‘true intentions’ 


As the coptrovasy amouiiifii^ new sttobnes 
fir i^kuiri ooopecation confnmed, eppootidn 
figarestakmgpartmdtocontoreMcat^orica]- 
rgected mqr ananganera dwt titoald reserve 
ite centre st^ tor tea^ ‘Hic^ also drat 
paiticqiatiQnsi^iocifib'jHC^iCSimoiddhdlseun . 
a coDuxteenrive peace setfienieat tor afi cous- 


triesmtheiqpOD. 

One (d’tiiem went 80 fir asio wain diat an 
i MeKagg reggnn on Syria waggjfliemeBge, and 
ujg^ the Egyptian g o w e ran a M ttb^^sqwe^ 

rtw^myomling iMir^ 

Them^yorily paiaedltegovemraenfstore^ 
pohiy.diylaringdwt, for dre first time mmmy 
yeai^HieflecteddiesaitiiiieolsofdiBEgyptim 
man in die street 

“We now see liiany orfinaiy JSgypfiau sfao^ 
ing an interest in fmags pc^, whidh used to 
be somcrinng reserved tor die e^” raid Rrfiat 
El-S^ofdtelefiteIhgsmipBltety> 

R was the goventeenfs effort to pot dm 
brakes on dte nooaalisariin piocerawito find 
vrinrii eanite dm particute .pndra. of most - 
i^peakera However; tteg aspec &trf;^^ 
icy esme under &e from rqmseatatiyes of the • 

T aho nr Pa^ and fill* “MaaMpe 

Pai^. 

Adel Hussein, labour^ seereta^F^raten], 
criticised- the gpverament ftr.te fiSmtOvim: • 
laove relations wito Su^ him and iraq..“OBT 
tteatiomringiaJaHiwwuwfe^danteagiaiiBn^ 

trice on the part of the Fm^hfinttey*'* Hisb- 
einsaid'^l^dioiildnathBvebeenalfouredto. 
deteriorate to te extent Ihey have become a 
tiipm in our ridel We riib^ consider foal ^ are 
dafing with Sudm as a riaiB, teti not Sudan as 
ani^logy.” 

Ite sami^ he tend, iqj^es to haa. “We camot 
continue to i^uire Ixm'&poliikal dqnt.in die in' 


Despite ttieirld^ogfcal differences, opposition figures were 
in agreement regional cooperation schemes should await 
the achievement of a comprehensive peace In.the Middle East 



■y.i 

gioo; 

andnotthei 
Smprishigly, Hussria baclced by Mustafi 
ElrPiq^ the Egyptian ambassador to Aiistria, 
wteinainlaroBdtfwtdieie were *^cenam powers 
which waid to mike sore toat our irislhnis vridi 
diere tvro ccbnliies go dbite die tei^ 
WhifedwnMqaaiyofdd ^ ysaigii^ 
ticqpaiioh mregionrianperalira 
awakdte adnevemeid of a cooqxdia^^ 

Anno qqiewed to lejot coapentioo. alu^edier- 
, AccorfiiK to Samdh Ateour of too Nassedst fte- 
ty, Kfidcue Ernttinrism & tn Americao-Israrii 
m,'invriBi 

indesiriiicfamhBvetoi 
In Hussein’s view, KfiddfeEatexmsui was a 
. Dolitical, ndter dan eoanomie; ptau to ariato 
EgypL shdold be a priit^^mricer . in 
1faBT^0D,he8aid,*^utourn&has.beencon- 
fiite to farirgte ^S>nvard Arab cfiote As soon . 
ra diey sign tetcootents vddi load, Egypt's role 


>■ AriKWitaced die erosion t^j^ypfgregjonri. 

to da 1978 Csom David peace agreemote 
widi Israd: “When Israd attacks L»mon, we 
jssoe a coBriemnatiai, and vrim land attacks 
Eyas^ we stand widi oivamis folded because we 
are to a fiagOc txra^ with the 


lAtasem and Ashonr uiideilDed the need tor 
die M n«i B enpe of apowoful and umted Airii 
; bioc m ai lage uhkh has seentheeangoice of 
severri economi c , ted political gco^nigs- Nas^ 


sottm, Ateoar said^ “was tin first attempt to 
achieve dns go^, b^ the *Tqga(7 of Anwar 
Sadat imHemmeri Egypt’s rirility to Of^xise 
American plaiis for die 

El-Said Masted some Arte countries for their 
fidhne to promote intci-Arte cooperation. “But 
ooK brad becaine invMved m regiooal pregeds, 
dM7 rudied to DQiiDatise idations with k R was 
as for tb^ Israd was dte pote of attraetkn 
widiout white no piqect would be feasibly” be 
said. 

AriiDur also laincoted dta fi^meaoiteen of the 
Arab worid. “Israel iosisb on' dealing with die 
Arab stales separately ” he said. “Yasser Aiafit 
was A^i^ged into rioting an agreement widi Is> 
Tad, and the United Natnos vims prohibitBd from 
pb^ng an effective rule, in the peace process. It 
has become an American process. The Middle 
East/Nordi Afiica [MEI^ IE] confere n ce 
sboold have put pressure on Israel, but \teat hap- 
pened k dat die US put the jMgra me on us,” 
Asfaoursaid. 

The opening of die Machid peace oontorence, 
white initiated die cutient peace process five 
years ago, was coupled vriib a series of events 
designed to weaken the Aite states, Ashoor 
argued. Ihqr intesled dre destruction of the In- 
qimilitaiy arsenal — tfaemimberonedneattob- 
iwl — the embargo on Iteya and Sudan and 
hea^ American pressure on Syria to open n^o- 
tiariofM with IsraeL *Tt was ri] planned^ Amer- 
ica and Isc^ We are not tafeng about a con- 
pira^ but sinply stating fids,” Ashoor said. 


According to Mahmoud Abaza of the Wafd 
Patty, “it lakes two” to mabe peace, but, in this 
case,onlyoiiegdeb gpnumel y cnni m ittnd toit. 
“The Arabs want peace because part of dirir land 
k occipied, but Israel does nor, aMiough h pre- 
- tends otherwise, because Israel’s surviva] de- 
pendsondieexliDcti(aioftheodiersidc,”hesaid. 

i hiKIfe the odier (^position figures who be- 
lieved diat a conpiteoiave settlanent was “the 
only way cut of this impasse,” Hussein argued 
that Egypt should prqnre tor war. 

“Ihe laaeUs have taken a decision to put 
toemsdves on a war fboting, and we teotel be 
pt q ar ed for i^” Uossrin sa^ “Today it k Syria, 
tODtomsw ft wiU be our txm Eyeiy tinre 
Prime Mixuster Biryanim] Netanyrim opens bk 
mouth, he utters words of war, aggression and 
anogmGe.” 

EtSaid aigued diat the Arabs were re- 
sponsible torNetoi^ahn's ike to power tfaroi^ 
toeii sipport of Hamas, a dwocy stn^y 
pried Asbriir and Abaza, wte inshted that 
Netaiiy^’s policies, were a reflection of the 
toelxnp of die Israeli petple. “It k not tnie tiiat 
Netan^yahu does nri express vidiat the majority of 
Israelis w^” Ateour ^d. Tie ejqiosed Is- 
nel’s true iolBDtions: that it k here to stay, that ft 
wiD not allow any other power to become its 
militaiy rival and tiiat ft win never allow the es- 

taihlkhfnewt rtfaP alaainiafi^l:^' *' 

El-Said ^ Hussein both questkmed the ef- 
fectiveness of a Emxpean ide in peaoeHBiridiig. 
“There are difiereoces between me US and the 
European Union on how U) salvage the peace 
proces5,”saidQ-S8id,“butEuropewinnot]RO- 
rooteasettieiUMifthrikmourftvoiirsniplybe- 
' cause it k oeitber willing nor xe^ to become 
involved m a battle witii the United States tor 
OUT sake." 



with conditions 




Many poUtaori esperta ttkag iNte m toe conflte- ^ 

had been tailoiea ' in advance to pre- 
conceived tai|^” brititay iiBvertiieks advked 
tint ^ypt should not boycott tiwae aeftemes. 
However, tiieytoUtiteocrifiRnce.toataslongas 
the peace laocess l a nai ned deafflodaad , proa-' 
peek tor cocperalioQ between Israd and tip Ar- 

AffMM iewMinan. - 

Sountihga more pnggwfr. note than tile te^ 
xesentatives of ite oppos i tion pofitied parties,, 
tiie experts aiiteBti that flie t^ott bad no option ' 
but to revive die peace process, ted emh a ne on 
pnliivMl a<vinnmte crM^ i w«finn . anseveml 


Aeoorfing ‘to Hasste Ahu-lialeb, to? 
teUecniab can te divided into three categories 
ac fiarawflifttr rtiiiilring' nn MitidleBaOwnri^ii ia 
concerned: tiuise'who reject Middle, Bast- 
entiaii, those who'aoeepth andtiiose who-fe- 
teur a magmatic, approach. “Some have re-.: 
jecied ft Sally heense tii^ view it te an 
American with 2<HiiBt roots designed 

to bmy the Anib identity and cuhuie;'* be said. 
“Thqf believe that the Arabs are n ot jgo mg'to 
ffif p any benefits fiem te^tocrating with Isisd 
sixiee h k not a producer oftecbnology hut 
pends crarmletety onthe USand Europe” . 

Those wriedme NfidcDe Eariernkm bo- 

Ueve titel^ pan-Aidriaii and 23onkm have 

been on tile dec&kAbaTrite aakL Tliityai^ 

that MkUe Easttnikm wiH turn tias T^ion into 
a major poGtical-eeonoiite ri a tinre when 
otiier rival gnstys are axsgii^ Utof also <E^ 
count aD^atkms of Istate antes of ecteranfo or 
cidtiiralliegeaiwyasoptniB^hera id ■ 

Ihe tinrdcattraaty — toere^mstins — rhara 
their views on vrast. coppeorahn ws^Upoetai jh 

tire teouonne 

Ixwoottof Israd teoidd DCS te teBtenateid urifl a 

I' l i n iw d re pa ve peace k reached. They al» be- 
Ikve drat an Aite ocBsensus tepald be reached 
. ' TiMjring any deals'witii load and tiiat a- 
AfAjMacvghnnMberaitmed. ■ 
Abdri-MoUem' Said srid flat fin ’Ai rii 
world, ixiw standing ri a priiticri croonttads. 


Many political experts advocated a pragmatic approach and 
did not object to some fomn of regional cooperation In- 
volving governments as well as private entrepreneurs 


needs' a TMjoxnl.fiaixiewoxk witiiin white ft 
can idations of cooperation witii 

other enmitfries, r^mdless of OBtortori con- 
Siets or cuibnri differences. 

Said said the Arabs would be following a* 
doublo^oandaiti if tiiey accepted to ntake- 
peace agrecanenta witii Israel but rejected tire, 
prujecta tiiat catne as a natural consequenoB of 
' fliapeaoe agteementa. . 

ToB^iearasisBde it dear that what they were 
'laDring rixwt was not tire granffiose'drram of 
&mireFxiDreMiiikte9iitiimFeres.“nreMid- 
dte Eart marltat afiite was Tsopmed by ShmioD 
-Peres no'knger exists in tire minds m tire ad- 
vocate^ nor tire exponents, of Middle East- 
■ «*"» « »»” Ptega aP Canm Upi- 

vetety’s PoSticri . Studies C mira. “ MSddle 
Eastemism k no longer the unorawfitional xn- 
togntion oflarari into tire.A^body or a call tor 
a conteon Ai^ki^ minlGeL Tire cmic^has 
ma of gQ Atab-Isradi 
hacked by mppt fiomtireWestem vradd and tire 
-timHijMiiftfiBT com p M i es — a pattnerah^ in 
'udnte tire priv^ sector pbys a 1^ role aloi^ 
skbgpveuiiuwite.” 

. What Peres had in hriad, aeooiduig to M6- 
hamed Sd-Afazned, was ao “iizqiossible Middle 
Easlteika^” but what k now bai|g|xopo6edk 
a “posribk on^ — a M|d& Easteodsn based 
(» .eocnonic acpnalkalion between the Ai^ 
and kiadk, tori wirite k nrinecrasnily finked 
. to a.piotoi^ in .Iacad*s.hardl& porir 

. tktateapolfticalsteaetegBL'*. ' 

Nadk Mustafii of tire Centre fire ^litkal 
. SBBite and Sttudres teuek a more ni^gattw note 
' teterrera cou ce pta riftfiddteEBste ndaiiL Trik- 
oflifiddte Eastemism today 

ftiygn- Aft lU Aft i ftgiftft . 

'TosMtolsael itadfi tiie-Lflcud vkibD of Middle 
' KagtefTHMiii k ooDsdetely (fifiesentfioin tire Lap 


'haar?Bity*s,*^riie i _ 

While some delegates, meluding Taha Ab- 


del-Alim, believe that Middle Eastemism was 
,not in feri intended to teanu tire cultural and 
soori identity of the region, entf was geouinely 
fixniste on economic cooperation, others, like 
Mdhamed Sid-Ahmed and Hassan Nafe’a - 
aigued tii^ in its sinqilest form,. Middle East- 
; ernkm k a rnachmeiy and, not BO ideol^, in- 
tended to strip the xegira of its Arab identity 
and give ft a rg e ogra p hic label instead. Tt is 
smtoly a niaehineiy to integrate Israel into tire 
reg^” aigired Ccninsellor Taidc El-Biriiri. 

Sm^argamentawneiBkedwheotirecenfa'- 
eince . dkeussed a varktion on T^jooal coop‘ 
oatiQn,- M edi t e nan e ani am, cooperation between 
tire vteole Me diiai a u ean r^idi. Such coop- 
eration, some ddegates main i aii i ed , would be 
bound to gpsa^ a date between two civil- 
isations — Idatnift afirf wiridi 

are di fBa ent m hist(xy, hwg«»gp ted leli^on. It 
was, some esqreits argued, also meant to push 
Mectoentanean Arte' oonrirks to jdn that ge(> 
wqddeal Moc, tias fiagmenting tire Arab wmd, 
&vh^ no 9ace firetire Arte ident^ and no room 
fire Arte coimtzias that do not ovedook tire Med- 


Atoving r^ftmri coop er ation fiom a historical 
perspective, many dd^ates saw Kfiddle East- 
emism as tire latest stage in Isiad's attempts to se- 
cure hegemaoy over the i^on. Mbbaned El- 
S^ed&darguedtiiattirecanentlyiHpjectedie- 
gidete ooopermon'ctenotbe seen as a by-taoduet 
of global chwigfa or tire new worid codec, bat 
laifaer as a cGsrinutean of attempts to ‘teiotiiei” 
tire ri^ sdreme of Arte H^tiwnaKan, udute 

leadied its zenitii widi Gamal Abdd-Nasser. 

-To'lefikt expats. Middle Eastemism is a 
natural exieorion of tiie Balfour Declaration 
of 1917 — when Btitam pnreiiked the Jews a 
homeland to Palestine — and the est ab K sb - 

ment of tiie sate of Israel in 1948. “R is tiie fi- 
nal. st^ in bmlding. up Israd, an Israel that 
dominates tiie region,” said Saad Abu Amood, 


a professor of priitka] science. 

As a result, economic HMiiTigg witii Israel 
can never be 'striefly business’. “Sudi 
gchames of ftit^ration canxiot be understood 
m purely economic temis since tiiey are part 
and parcel of regjonal power politics,” aigm 
Mobamed Sid-Ahmed. “Any with I^ 

rad have pofiticri undertones. The aim k to 
imiiose die Zionist ideology ate infiRiate Arab 
societies to undensioe their lesktaiice.” 

Mustafi Elwan, another professor of po^ 
kal sdenc^ put it more bhmtiy. “Ireael, vrith 
the assistance of die United States, is maUng 
an unrekntxag effort to ftiteose its hegemony 
on tire region,” be said. 

Aeconfing to Mobamed El-Sayed Said, tire 
origins of the concept of Middle Eastemism 
can be traced back to the 1950s, when the Unit- 
ed States pnqiosed a legicnial defence pact 
agrinst the Soviet tfaresL But Middle East- 
emism. was presented fire the first time as a 
form regional cooperation and a means of 
peaceful coexkteoce in an article which UN 
Secretaiy^Oeneral Bontios Boutros piih- 
Ikhedmifl-TaZtya magaaneinl974. 

Gouda Abdel-Khaldc fisted the more recent 
feetora behrod the emergence of Midde Eaetp 
eiiiuuii: the end of the Cdd War, the Palestinian 
Tiwrfato “white led tire laradk to tfa^ of new 
ways of deterreoce” and foe second Gulf War 

“Mute led to tiie Madrid peace confere n ce.’* 

Tt k meaitt to rewrite me politi^ hirtafy of tire 
region, fiagmem the Arab worid and force Arab 
statestojomrfiSerent economic, defensive azidpri- 
fiiicalgioiqi^”AbdBtKhBlek6ricL 

However Abdel-Moneim Said took the view 
tint the idea of Middle Easterruan should not 
be iqeeted on pui^ tiigiim-imi grounds. “Re- 
jecting tiie idea of Kfiddle Eastemism just be- 
cause of tire d^ly-iooted lega^ of cmiflict 
with the Istaefis would do tte Aites an nH 
justice^” he said. “Il amoimts to a negative def- 
inition oflhe Arabs, viewing them mem ty in re- 
Isiirii to Israel, whether as enemies or I 


Edited by Wadie Kirolos 



Ensuring the rights 
of the disabled 

Awad El-Morr. 

Chief Justice of the 
Supreme Constitutionat 
Court, examines 
legislation that positively 
discriminates in favour of the disabled 


The defendant, who k disteled, rpplied fire enqiloyment in a public sector 
oo i po rati cn — Al-Nasr fire Fhoqurete — elalmiiig foat unda Law No 39 
(197 5), ammriing regulations conconing tte iteabilitation of rfisabled per- 
srag.asnBCnfierieilllMQWnemmiQtawa 81 nhealloegtedtftfhft fiieJi 1 aH. 

Desinte Qie toct that hk apidjcation was *«*«***<< to tiik quota, it was flatly 
refuted by the teanman <^ie board of tins corpcRation. In eoosequaice of 
thkiefiisal rreimTnripniMedingsu)eie Tn8lTt»rti»riMgptTMrf AftfthBtfinafi Rftfiw 
tire trial court the dftfe»«hmt request^ in addition to tyrnbriic <v» mj v^«« M rinnj 
that Ire receive aU tire sakries he woidd have earned hte he been qqxunted in 
due time. Befixodecidn^ tiie merits of diese claims, the petitinner — mhk 
c^B^ as die teaftman of tire aforesaid ccipMatioo — invoked tire in- 
vamdity of articles 10, 1 5 and 1 6 ofLaw No 39 (1976) as amended. 

Lfoon aprtinayftcte findnig by tire trial coiat of tire ^ausflxfity ofhk alkg»- 
tios^ coostitutirreta] case no 8 fire the Ititiijurficial^Brwasentaed satire 
petitioner based tire invalidity of tire teallaiged provisions on tire fbUowiog 
consideiatioiis: 

First That prescribing an enqdoymBnt share fire |ier s ^ i ig with disteilities 
onjnstifiabty excludes otirers finm conqieiting in ti& portion, tins den^ng 
tote} eqnri opportoaitzes under law. 

Secote: That fieedom of contract udnch the aliped provisun igntreed de- 
rives finm tire personal fieedom endorsed by Article 41 of die Coortit u tion. 
However; under tire ebaOeoged provkaoDS, peraoDS less effickri were man- 
dataiily enqiloyed in pidific corporations adnunistrarive d^sartmenls, 
tfans hardeoft^ their fiirenoes with undue ejqrenses. 

Thnri: That ewiplnying itirarriy affivfa Oift ftnfw«.i|wfftH m. 

oease in narimiHi income the marmw of its eiqrected equitable dk* 
tiibution. 

Fouitii: That people with infiemities teouid have legal rights to pensioos in- 
stead of enqikq^oient quotas under toe teaOenged piDvkioos. 

Fifito That i&ise who lefiain finm empktyiiri dialed penons in Amren - 
tities were treated as criminal offenders, and u so considered — as did tire 
teallei^edprovkkins — tireftperaonalfieedoms will be unduly restrained. 

In ftgamiwT^g the ccnrtititeonal cla^ tire court first noted that artides 10, 
1 5 and 1 6 of tire law on tire iteteflftation of disteled persons teould be taken 
asavriuIeeitberinr^sdtotbepDraiaDoeofcrimiiialprooeediiigBormad- 

>*-fewTn« ftfmedefeiyi*nr. 

The court also based its dismksri of the case on tire fiallowing conadeta- 
tions: 

■Thri under Article 1 0 of tire tealleaged provigans an employixrent quota not 
less titan five pa cent of the total rannba of enqikryees in each public do- 
jtartiuen t or coipofation has been allocated to those {fl^lteperaoromyieses- 
rare of a certificate ofeteabflftaiioD, to tiie exduakn of oflim in dik portion 
•Hrom an anaty^ poqreetiv^ tire court clarified, it stated joinfly ate sqi- 
aiatety, and in cooperation witii mtemational Mganisations endeavoorix^ to 
assist distelte persons to develop tireir abilities to become as self^^iit 

as possible in me most varied fields of activities, taking into account their 
maximijm potential ate tire nete to prniiiote tiieir int^ndion as fer as pos- 
sible in noonal life, inespective of unretirer their deficiencies are congenital 
OT riot, ate iqnrt fiom tire itaiuremtte seiiousDesB of tiirirhaiKficaps. 

•Thrtt tire declaration on tire riffots of disabled pexsems prodaimed by tire 
General Assonbly Resohition 3447 of 9 December 1957 — viewed as fire 
(XHiiiiion ate fiaiire of leference fur tire fnoiection of these lights 

vides that ii{d>ta set foitii tiretdn shall be gran^ to all (fisaUed posons wftb- 
oot any exception whatsoever ate without distiiiction or AOTtmm» ti«n on 
tire bases race, colour, sex, language, religion or any otirer rituatkai ^ 
|tiyiiig dtiia te tire disabled person hnns^ (H* herself Or to hk or ha fernify, 
mchidmg tire to seente and retain employment; or to engage in a useful 
productive ate remunerative occiqwtion. 

■That tniHftr Rcsolutioo 48/96, wte ndni d rules on the equalisation of op- 
portunities fiir poscais widi disabilities were adopted by the UN General 
sembtyontiieio December 1993. InfinewitiimleNo land No 3 prescribed 
therein, states should take action to rake awareness in society abori persons 
with disatnlities,tireir limits, tiieir needs, and tfidr potential ccmtiibutirais. Ig- 
iioratice, iwglect, sqiostitkni and fear are social fectois that isolate them ate 
dteyedtiieirdevdapmenL Tboefine, ft should be ensured tiiat iteabOitaticm 
services should reate ate sustain tiieir tqttimum level of indqiendence and 
fime tMmmg^ 

Rule No 7 specifies that states teould recog^ the princ^ that persons 
wife (UsaMlftxs must be ampowered to eruxeise tireir faumm rij^ts ate to 
have in particular — in both luial and urban areas — equal qi p o rtiini t i es fix 
productiveategainfidaiqiloynientintbelabouriDadKit. No obstacle teould 
be itased tiier^ Their integratim into open enq>lQ^D«it could occur 
tbroi^ a variety of measures, including vocational training, incentive- 
oriented quota steemes, ate “reserved or designated emptoymenf, the court 
p ro cee deo. 

•That the above rules proclaimed by the UN General Assembly are not 
conyilsoiy but sniq)ly minor politicrifoaotalobligteops Meed on consensus 
inviting their practical appbeation, ate fevouring M ^Hmnenm to ac- 
commodate people with pemrenent or tzansitoiy disabilities, notwithstamfing 
tireir ifoyrical, inefifectiial or sensory nature. 

•That in liiie with carefully {riasoed measures, ate wititin the guidelines 
drawn up by tire exitianatoiy note of Law No 39 (1976) on tire iteabflitatkn 
of£sabledpetsons,tirecihteeiigedpioviao(nsweretaito^witoq>ecia]em- 
phaas on tire need to mobOkehumao resources in aH domains. Ite^dk- 
abled posoDB teould neitfaer e^qrerieace their deficMocks mr live with theft 
ioteliarioDs. DefeOrng thdr causes ate consequences fay different nre^ 

inrliidtiiq aippottiw jiypafamee, and Aft estahikhment af 

oppornmities, k lequfted, along witii preventive iireasures edtha in i^aid to 
the occunenoe of mqre^rataits or in association with the p en nana it fonc- 
tionaJ IftnftatiOD wliidi would result therafroin, the oourt leasriied. 

■TTwt Aft tift tft i -itiiiMir i mi under Ae ehallei igedptnvi« opg <yf an ftm p lnymftnf 
qnftta ftw- di«»M«»dpwsmiis ietmTnmft thanapiegg.rihed ahiir ftHft«BtgtMifftH and 

reserved in fintbeiazice of Ihdr development and in onfer to make fisasiMe, 
effective and productive theft adqitivecoriribution to enqxrwemreDL Infect 

tiiose who are fectuafly deprived of eaqdoyment chances cannot be l^pliy 

gardedasequritootiias. Tberefinetiredaimdiattireeiiqiloyiiieriqnotaas- 
signed fin toe diraMed carries witii it aibfttaiy dkerimioaboo is witiioat nrer- 
ft. L^ally, clasrifications are adreient in legkktioiis in tire legklalor 
mttysSretdiffereriperaons a groups fM different treatment. C la s rifi ca ti ons 
wttich would infringe oo tire equal protection clause are thora imtionally re- 
lated to tire attazDment of a jurtifiable end, the court asserted. 

Havii^ thk m view, l^tajative and socto-economic noeasures availed to the 
iffgMMftrt in req wp se to theft and tire necesuties of A*4r i nn ^ im ents 
particularise tiie effective tieatuient t h ereto, ate estahtite — in so fer as tire 
«fneigiigfe»i esteusTvety devoted to them is coocemed — a rneamogfiil 
relationshq) sustaining equal opportunities to all and tfaeiefive finkiiig nreans 
with ends to negate arbitrariness, tire court enqihaased. 

fiMiimg dial disabled persons unda the cJiaBenged pravisioos were em- 
ploy in toe reflective (repaiinients orcoipoiations agairist die will of dior 
employers is violation of the freedom of contract, k gtntmdless upon a twe^ 
foldcmsideiatioo: 

(l)tbe intention to do as one likes has no place in public law. Even unda 
rules of private law, freedom ofcrabact kaquali^ atenot an absohne 
rig^ Entoing into coteracts requiies observance of rules of public otda 
akc% with file qiecifie fixmalities prescribed by law. In certain instanoes, tire 
l^klature inteivaies to restore 8 fiulnig eoanonne balance in a coDtracL 
^) Freedom of comnet k always Imhed to a circle within vidiicfa there k 
no coDtiadiclian between the fieedom of choice ate the ex^eneies of feiiiKss 
and public interests. 

The dalleiQied provisions paM due attention to equal ofqxxtunities in the 
Idxnir market, and entrusted their accordance to tire disabled peraons in view 

r«f Aftiriin p.Hl i i nM «tg thft nmirt arfwiitferi 

The argument tint the prescribed emidoyment quota IM disabled persons 
affects the national growth of incoixie k also irrelevam, foe court ewittmiart 
Oo toe cootiaiy, only tfarou^ ap propriate instrumentalities, wwiiyKrig the 
concentration of t""wan lesouices, may planned development be com- 
pcriiensively realised. lndeed,enq)loynieBtkBotaconees8iontobe aibiUaii - 
ly withheld or aocoded, but the marnfestation of a di gnified petsonality; a 


gMlity; and in general a vehicle for a betta life. Ksabled ; k t ww is 

Id not considered accountable fiir theft infirmiiies. Normaypenaon 

be acknowledgied as a substitute for theft enqiloymeot ate selfreliance, tire 
court poiaed out 

Disabled peraons should not be treated as a class infeiior to teren. Ncr 
teould their equal Ofqxntunities be dmied. Therefore a legislative eonsidaap 
tion topenalise enqilqyBrs impeding access of the disabled pe r so ns to 
prescribed job quotas shall not be in defeuft of the constitution, and coi^ 
giitulesiiitMerableconductfromasocial’p eiiqi e titi ve^aeefMiTt miwntamftd 
Under tire challenged provkkm, the court crateuded, the denial ofop- 

protimfoes m the labour ntadoBt to dkablte pefsons ctxislitiiies a crime with- 
out prejudice to tireir to the salaries they would have earned, hte their ae- 

cess thoetO not been barred- The inyogitinn nf ftrinwmal in wiriifinn 

to ff'junpftngatiijin k HO indication that enqdoyers have twice convicted 

fortbesamecrimeL 
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CompoMart 96 


U6 r 


ON FRIDAY 13 December, CompuMart 96 will open at 
1.00pm and last from 10am to 10pm everyday until Sun- 
day. Some 35 oompanies will be displaying their hardware, 
software, accessories and services. 

A puUic product presentation wOl take place on Sabirday 
and Sunday. IDC international monitors will give a pres- 
entation on thar products from a staHstical per^iective. 

Last year some 6 thousand visitors attended the 3-day 
exhibition, which is organised by Concord/Sherin B- 
Rayes. This Is their 30th public exhibition since 1 989. 
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TV programines on the Inteniety^- 

SAFWAT El-Sherif. minister intbnnatiOT, 

Eg^an mass media must maintain ite 
^cultures. He added that TV and radra 
Kgypt will be placed ^ «« ^ 

on Ihe^ to the 21st 

most modem means of communication and technoloOT 
teach the world more about Egypt 
Sherifs remarks came at the opening 
ence on mass media and the 21st century, held in Cas^ ^ . 


Banldng business 
rebound 

MONEY and Business will de- 
vote much of its space this week 
to shed light on national and 
joint venture banks, and their 
achievements in 1996. This is a 
tradition which will be repeated 
in the ibrthcoming years. 

It is worth noting that the fi- 
nancial status of most Egyptian 
banks witnessed great rebound 
that the assets of national banks 
totalled LE145 biilion, repre- 
senting 55.6 per cent of the total 
assets of all banks operating in 
Egypt 

As for joint venture banks' as- 
sets, thsy totalled LE63 billion, 
while assets of Investment 
banks rose to LE37.3 billion. De- 
posits amounted to LE174 bO- 
Ifon while d^MsHs in foreign 
currencies «TKXjnted to LE15 
billion. Loans provided amount- 
ed to LEI 29 bitlion in compari- 
son to LE107 billion in the pre- 
vious year. Joint verrtures alone 
contribute LE9.9 billion from the 
total volume of loans. Projects 
a^xoved numbered 1315 with 
total capitals of LE9940 million 
with a 60 per cent increase over 
the previous year. 

The situation promises torther 
prosperity for the banking in- 
dust^ in the forthcoming years. 
Mobamed Yonsef Habib 


Financial status reaches LE261 billion 


THE FINANCIAL position of exchange 
(xganisations realised a total of 
LE261.1 biilion as of June 1996, a 
10.3 per cent increase of LE24.4 bil- 
lion over the previous year. This in- 
crease is due pardy to the financial 
status of commercial banks, which in- 
creased by LE18.9 billion, investment 
and business banks by LE34 billion 
and private banks with LE2.1 billion. 

The annual report of the Central 
Bank of Egypt indicates that banks 
were able to attract new revenues to 
increase deposits by LE18.3 billion, 
over LE17.3 billion from the previous 
year. A large portion of these deposits 
were due to investment and bu^ess 
banks, as well as private banks. 

The report indicated that banks in- 
creased their credit extended by 
iPggg biilion to reach LE128.8 billion, 
as opposed to LE18.4 bOlion raise 
from last year, making up 49.3 per 
cent of total assets and 73.8 per cent 
of total deposits as of June 1996. 
Commerdal banks share the largest 
portion of this at 77.2 per cent, while 
investment and business banks have a 
13 per cent share and private banks 
9.8 per cent 

Banks' investment in treasury bonds 
and the stock exchange increased by 
LE3.1 billion, an increase of 0.8 per 


cent to reach a total portfolio value of 
LE41.5 billion, representing 15.9 per 
cent of the total financial status as of 
June 1996. Of this figure, 59.1 per 
tent is made up of treasuiy bor^, 
24.2 per cent in government shares 
and 16.7 per cent In indrviduai com- 
panies. 

Banks have boosted their ownership 
by LE1.1 billion over last year's LE0.9 
taHion to reach LEI 2 billion, repre- 
senting 4.6 per cent of banks' total as- 
sets. Financial allocations increased by 
LE2.1 billion making banks’ total rev- 
enues LE29.9 billion representing 1 1 .4 
per cent of the total financial status as 
of June 1996. 

As for the performance of the bank- 
ing sector, the report indicated that the 
financial status of the Central Bank of 
Egypt showed a recession of LE2.1 
million, a decrease by 1.6 per cent to 
reach LE129.8 biilion as of June 1996. 

Likewise, the financial status of the 
bank increased its foreign assets by 
LE1.8 billion. The report mentioned 
that during the past year, a great in- 
crease has taken plaice in the bank's 
investment portiblios. which includes 
Investments from foreign governments, 
rather than reliance only on the cash 
flow from foreign banks and cor- 
respondents. 


Exported current has increased by 
LE2.6 union, or 10.9 per cent to reach 
LE26.1 bilfion, representing 20.1 per 
cent of the total financial status for frie 
Central Bank as of June 1996. 

Of the investments of the Central 
Bank,, the insurance sector has in- 
creased by LEI 0.7 billion during fiscal 
year 1994/1995, as opposed to LE9.3 
bHiion from the previous year. These 
investments have reached LE83.2 bil- 
lion as of June 1996, with LE70.7 bil- 
licm in the National Organisation of So- 
cial Security. 

As for developments in the foreign 
exdiange market, the market's rev- 
enues were report to by $20.4 billion 
during 1995/1996, with an increase of 
14.8 per cent Meanvirtiile, the use of 
these revenues was reported to be 
$20.5 with a growth rate of 16.6 per 
cent for the previous fiscal year. 

The Central Bank has been regularly 
buying and selling foreign currency ac- 
cording to the market's need. The 
Centra! Bank used $3.9 billion while 
revenues brought in $3.5 billion. Thus, 
international reserves without short- 
term obligattons reached $18.5 billion, 
with an exchange rate of 339.3 pi- 
astres per US dollar as of June 1995. 

Examination of credit reserves shows - 
that they gained in local currency, with 


the private sector making up 63.8 per 
cent of the credit given during the past 
fiscal year. The sector's debts in- 
creased by LE10.6 biilion to equal 43 
per cent of the total credit ^'lities 
reached at the end of June 1996. 
Credit facilities were likemse granted 
to the business sector with an increase 
of LE2.5 billion to reach a total of 
.LE24.2 billion. As a result, the busi- 
ness sector, both 

public and private, i 

accounted for 67.7 
per cent of ail cred- 
it extended by the I 

bank in local cur- 11911011(11 I 

rency as of June 

1996. As for the 

government sector, , 

its percentage of NduOlld 

debt only made up 

17.2 per cent to BOf 

equal LE17.2 bil- 
lion, an increase 
over toe pre\4ous 
fiscal year by 10.4 

per cent GUS 

As for credit re- 
serves issued in Ea 

foreign currencies, 

the private busi- j 

ness sector re- 
ceived LE21.4 bil- 


lion in credit, or 74.1 per cent of ^ = 

tal as of the end of June 1996, an ir>^; 
crease of LE4.4 billion or 25.8 per ceit;: 
over the previous year. The public s^ ’ 
tor received LE4 billion in.cte^ oyeF; 
toe past year, while toe family sectof:; 
received an Increase of credit, tty.- 
LE0.2 bPIion or 15.4 per cent As te 
the foreign business sector, it received. . 

credit of LE0.1 billion. : : 


National Investment Bank 

National Development 
Bonds in 


Guaranteed Investment 
Easy term financing 
for your projects 


I Lt4is>w 



National Investment Bank offers bonds 


Founded under law 119/1980, the National 
Investment Bank directs its activities towards 
financing projects of the national economic 
and social development programme, mobil- 
ising national and for^gn assets for the sake 
of increasing econoiTuc growth through in- 
creased production, redudng the national de- 
fiedt and increasing international trust in the 
^yptian economy. 

The bank provides finartdng for projects 
under the invesfrnent plan, an activity that it 
has done since its inception in fisr^l year 
1980/1981. Finandng for these projects has 
reached, as of 1996. LE79.4 billion. Credit 
loans fCK* economic housing and land rec- 
lamation reached LE40.5 billion. The bank 
also shares In finandng new community pro- 
jects in Sinai, the Red Sea and the New Val- 
ley, as well as infrastructure projects in- 
duding sewerage, dectridty and 
transportation. The bank has also partidpat- 
ed In projects such as the new Medro Qne; ir- 
rigation projects at Danabar Asna and Naga' 
Hamadi and major bridge projects at Beni 
Suef and El-Minya 

The bank has also est^Edied and ren- 
ovated schools and universities, and builds 
nearly 1500 schools pta* year. 


The bank has also engaged in a number of 
joint projects within the country and in other 
Arab countries. The capitals of such projects 
totals over LE1 1.2 billion, with the bank’s 
share being LE0.8 billion. Among the most 
important of these projects are: 

— The Alexandria National Company for 
iron and Steel. 

— The Egyptian-iran Company for Spin- 
tting and Weaving. 

— Ai-Saiihiya for Investrrent and Develc^ 
menL 

— A (Hxiject for produdng electrical trans- 
formers. 

— A projects for produdng printing paper. 

— A project for producing steel. 

The bank also has cafHtal in a number of 
joirrt venture banks, among toem are the 
Arab Investment Bank, Bank of Commerce 
and OevdopmenL Bank Mohandes, National 
Oevelopme^ Bank and toe Alexandria Com- 
mercial Maritime Bank. 

The bank also holds shares in a number of 
Important production projects In Arab coun- 
tries. among which indude the Arab in- 
vestment Co in Saudi Arabia, the Arab In- 
vestment Guarantee Organisalion fri Kuwait, 
the Arab Comp^ for toe Development of 


Livestock in Syria, toe Egyptian-Jordanian 
Company for Investment and Development 
In Jordan and toe Arab Organisation for In- 
vestment and Agricultural Development in 
Khartoum. 

The National Investment Bank, In an effort 
to boost its revenues, has issued bonds in 
US dollars in order to attract foreign investors 
and give Egyptiarta^ IMng abroad; an *op- 
porturuty to invest Inj^y^ borids li^e 
been issued in cort^|i^nc6';i^ 
which allows the National Investrnent -Bank 
to issue them to the limit of $500 milSoh. 

The bonds achieve annual returns which, 
are taken into account every six months 
based on the price of the bank’s loans on the 
London stock exchange. The bonds mature 
10 years after the date of their issue. 
Through the dedsion of the bank’s board, 
the bonds can mature 8 years after their is- 
sue. 

The bonds can be bought through the Cen- 
tral Bank of Eg^ as well as commerdal 
banks and txandres in denominations of 
$25, $100, $1000 and $10,000. Returns in 
these subscriptions are exempt from all tax- 
es and tees, and can be sold at any time and 
refonded In US dollars. 


Crisis 

management 

conference 



MOHAMED 
Rashad 
El-Hamlawi, 
director of the 
crisis 

managemerrtunit 
at the Faculty of 
Commerce, Ain 
Shams 
Uruversity, 
announc^thata 
crisis Mohamed Rashad 

management El-Hamlawi 

conference wiO 

be held vfrudi >A^ deal wito the crises that 
afflid organisattorta wtxidwide. The 
confererKte wfll review the efforts ejtofted 
by top brass in handling these crises. 
Oed^kvi-making. data networks and the 
niedte, to addition to otherfactors in 
rriana^ng qises, will be dscussed. 


Can be sold at any time, 
and exchanged in US$ 


The highest yield in US$ 
Subscribe,5»w, \ 

■ Wrti* '• 

in the Cenbaf Bank 
and other banks ' 



Buyers of Nov. 1996 
will receive 6 . 04 % interesL 


$ 500mn authorised 
capital 



<A) 


$ 100mn issued and 
pakl-141 capital 



SPECIAL INVITATION 


CompuMart & 

Ramsis Ballroom 


SoftMart 

Falcon Ballroom 


Computer Exhibition 
Ramsis Hilton Hotel 

Friday 13 - Sunday 15 December 1996 
Open Friday 1 - 10 PM 
Saturday & Sunday 10 AM - 10 PM 

Hardware, Software & Services 
Organized by Concord, 

Sherin El Rayes 
P.O.B 0 X 4 Heliopolis 11341 
Tel; 3020772 Fax: 3020771 


Faisal Islamic Bank of Egypt 

Figures of Bank Faisal 
as of 11 Nov. 1996 


Liang Ruhua 


Dr Mohamed Muni 


LW4G Ruhua, minteler ptenipalentiary of commercial end ec- 
onomic aff^ at the Chinese Embassy in Cairo, says that ChL 
nese-Egyptlan relations have realised significant progress due 
to the increase of commercial exchange between the two coun- 
tries. 

in the Egyptian market, Royal Jelly ^rup provides healtiiy re- 
sults for ail types of people, young and old. giving them re- 
newed vitality and energy. 

Dr Mohamed Mursi, agent for Panax Ginseng Royal JeHy in 
Egypt and the Middle East, added that Chinese raty on weli- 
kn^ herbs to give the body its nutritional needs, in adcfitfon to 
natura! vfianuns which as^ in giving agility, strength end vig- 
our which man constantly needs. Bee pollen in the form of Roy^ 
ai Jelly is a unique source of nutrition which brings atxxjt 
heathy results wito use, as proven in experiments with both 
healtoy arxl ack people. There is also the addition of toe Chi- 
nese herb ginseng, with its spedd properties which hdp the liv- 
er remove toxins from the body. Panax Ginseng Royal Jelly 
from CItina is file sole preparation having these uniqua char- 
acteristics. 

Medical expertise exchanged 

AN AGREEMENT was signed between Cairo Scan and Cleve- 
land Hospital In the United States. Att^iding toe ceremony 
were Mr Mohamed AbdeLWahab Mahmoud, Cairo Scan chair- 
man, Hatem El-Gabali, general manager and managing di- 
rector for inves tm e n t afl^rs and Or Michael Modic of the Cleve- 
land Hospital. 

According to toe agreement, a second medical opinion can 
be ^ven to patients examined in Cairo Scan or anyvvhere else. 
The agreement wHI result in the exchange of expertise and vis- 
its of doctors for 3 years. The two sides will also hdd a wide 
range of conferences. 


Figures in 


Total assets 
Deposits 


Revenues 
Net Profits 


Profits distributed for depositors in the first 
half of 1996 totalled L.E. 145,1 million in 
comparison with L.E. 134,8 million in the same 
period last year. 

The companies which the Bank estabiished or 
in which it holds shares numbered 38 
operating in various areas. The capitai of the 
companies amount to L.E. 1122 miilion. 


As of 
11/11/96 

As of 
27/8/96 

Growth 

rate 

6556 

6293 

4.2% 

5039 

4904 

2.8% 

5925 

5675 

4.4% 

580 

506 

14.6% 

166 

142 

16.9% 
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ADVERTISING - 

As a cc^eque^^ of utilizibg the space between bur ears, we were awarded Tinalists* at the London Intematioiial 
Adveardsing Awards *96; battUhg . 14,000 entries from 71 countries. We are Look Advertising. You will hear more on us. 






6 Economy 


Suez Canal rebate 


IN AN ATTEMPT to increase tiie number of ships 
|Mgg{ii£ rtimti^ the Canal, the Suez Canal Au- 
flKxhy (SCA) recently annoimced that transit toQs fa 
aD vess^ gnrng throng the waterway will not be 
ndsedinl997. 

Daring a recmt press confeRDce, Engines Ahmed 
Fadel, the SCA*s «!«> announced that ves> 

11 ^0 the canal win continue to pay die same tariff 
tales levl^ in 1995. In the memtime, the SCA has ^ 
dded to grant discounts to vessels diat meet specific 

criteria- For exampk^ a five per cent discount will be 
gnmtwl to oil tanlrera faantyw dpg between 006 aod 

two tniiiinn metric toos ft)T ODC mdivithial client dm- 
jng the Bwnft caiflndar year. Tliis discount bicre a^i n 
p rop o rt i on to the wnaunt of crude on being trans- 
ported, with di g wiinrimiim diBwmnf rale get St 30 per 
Mwit if the amount of crude oil being tzan^ioited for an 
indivithial dieot three million mdric tons 

widdnlhesamecalendaryear. 

Rifnn 1 ^y ^ aiti«yitintnf35 percent will be KtSUtedtO 
tnjMUrf northbound liquefien natural gas earners, re- 
gardless of destination. The decision to apply the 199S 
tariffe and the aftnnpfieed discounts came at a time 
wfaoi die SCA, in tiie &ce of stiff cooqieiitioa from the 

SUMED pipeline^ is stn^lii% to attract more bushiess. 

During ^ piess conSence Fadel stated that wliDe 
the ni^wer of crude oil tankers going tinou^ the ca- 
nal declmedm 1996 , tiie number of and fishing 
vessels increased. However, tbedecHne in the numb CT 
of tankers has resulted in a 3 to 5 five per cent drop in 
canal revenues. ^ 

Ite also stated that die SCA is continuing its emirts 

to rgigtade die sovice and is woddng to deqieo die car 

nal to 72 feet, a dranght which would cCNSrartably al- 
low the of vessels wdghing 300,000 to 

350,000 tons. 


Sold — lot, 
stock and barrel 


A new bidding system for the sale of 
shares of public sector companies being 
privatised has market experts beaming. 

Shereen Abdel-Razek reports 


Prwghi y OIK and a half years after the Eastern Tobacco 
Conqiany became the first Egyptian firm to offer its 
shares for s^ by auction, five other conqianies have 
decided to follow suiL However, while the bidding on 
the diares ^ Eastern Tobacco resulted in critidsm of 
tha «vifiipgny *s selected method of sale, market experts 
and analysts ^ve expressed their approval of the new 
bidding system. 

In part, tixis change of fiice may be due to die fact tlKt 
two of the five state-owned companies that have placed 
their s har es for sale through a revised bidding system. 
Silos and Cairo Pharmaceuticals, have been success- 
fully sold. 

But accorfing to Hani Tawfik, chairman of the Glo- 
bal Investors for Financial S^'ces and one of tbe con- 
sultmts for tbe Eastern Tobacco share auction, shares 
cm die st^ maritet are suppo^ to be sold for the 
hi^iest price possible. And to this end, the bidding pro- 
cess, whii^ has been upgraded since tbe Eastern To> 
bacco sale, is invaluable. 

Umler the new system, the bidding process has been 
modified into what is now known as the Price Dis- 
covery System (PDS). 

“The PDS can be perceived as being an improvement 


on the bidding system used for the Eastern sale,” be 
said. In Eastern Tobacco's case, no mminiiim pjice was 
seL Consequently, a number of different oSers wwigwig 
from a realistic L^3 to a more outlandish LE52, were 
submitted for tbe shares, and were purchased at these 
varying prices. 

However, the PDS, said Tawfik, d^eods on tiie set- 
ting of a minimum opening bid. witfa investors then in- 
vited to submit bids at a h^her ^ce. The fimi price of 
the shares will be that figure winch the greatest mtmb er 
of investors have agreed upon — ^waning that the 
shares will all be sold at the same price. 

The new system has abi^y proven to be successful, 
as in tbe case of Cairo Phamiaoeuticals (CP). CP's pai^ 
ent company, the National Coiqiany for Phar- 
maceuticals, Chemical Industries and Me^'cal Re- 
quirements (NCPCMR), last moi^ put iqi for sale 20 
pv cent of its equity in its subsidiary tfarmi^ die Ind- 
ding process. While NCPCMR set the opening price at 
LE40, the majority of the offers faove^ arou^ the 
LE46 mark, the price at which the shares were finally 
sold. 


Mobamed AbdeUSalam, bead of tbe Cmital Market 
Authority's Information Department, predicted that it 


will only be a natter of time before tlw PDS replace 
tbe tniiiitinnai method of public subscription of public 
sector ft owipaniag ijp foT privatisation. The PDS, he 
said, reflects tbe diffidence between the share's book 
value and its real price determined by madret forces. 

The current system of allocation of shares flnough 
public subscription, said Abdet-Salam, resulted in the 
fiwmentation of fytmpaTry ownerriiip, as all purchase 
ortSs had to be filled. Tte Arab Pharmaceutical Com- 
pany is a case in poinL Due to demand for the com- 
pany's shares, investors were often allocated as fow as 
tinee or four shares out of their total order. *s 

But under the new system, only those investon who 
snbmined the bids will be able to receive tbe 

shares they requested. Moreover, it allovra the bolding 
companies to realise the greatest possible profit from 
the sale since tte shares will be sold at the highest 
price. 

Another drawback of the old subscription system, be 
added, was that wide distribution of the company’s 
shares resulted in a stagnation of the riiare price. Tbe 
reason for this is that according to the trading system, 
the price of tbe share rfmog es only if at least 1(X) shares 
eban^ hands. 


BEBA friends 


the EGYFTIAN-Brilish Cbantiier of Commesce and 
the Biitirii-Egyptian Bosmess Association (BEBA) 
last week signed a memoiaDdum of understanding 
aimed at boosting mutual oooperatioiL 

•"Thw gi gnmg fff this memora ndnm will especiallv far 
the business of Egyptian membeis of the as- 
sociation in Britain,’* said Abdel-Sauar Eshra, sec- 
retary -geocial of the Egyptian Federation for 
Chambers of Commerce. 

BEBA was established in 1996 by a grotqi of ^yp- 
tian and British businessmen for tbe purpose of stim- 
ulating British investment in Egypt, creating business 
opportunities for its members and exchanging relevant 
mfhrmafwMi. 

According to Ahmed Farahat, BEBA's seoetary- 
general, tiK value of trade between Egypt and tbe UK 
is on the increase. Last year, Egypt's eimorts to Britain 
totaled 270 mininn poonds srerlmg, wo3e British ex- 
ports to ^ypt are to iunre totaled 350 mil- 

lion pounds steriing. 

"In order to make Egyptian products known to the 
British consumer, Egypt will part m the London 
international Fair, whidi will Ik h^ fiom 9-12 Feb- 
ruaiy,” Farahat added. Moreover, B^A w31 hold 
ei^ seminas in difeent Britirii cities to encourage 
Botish mvestmeot to Egypt. 


Incubating 

entrepreneurs 


The Social Fund for Development 
recently launched a new initiative 
designed to benefit unemployed young 
graduates. Mona EMFiqi reports 


The Social Fund for Development 
(SFD) and tbe Ministiy of Scientific 
Resemb recently signed a contract for 
the establishment of a training institute 
known as an incubator in 6th of Oc- 
tober City. Tbe new incubator pn> 
gramme is designed to provide training 
in various fields for young graduates 
interested in starting tteir own busi- 
ness. Tbe two-to-four year courses aim 
to inqirove tbe technological skills of 
trained as well as provide tiiem with 
knowledge of management, packagiiig 
and ma&ting. FunidUng tbe pro- 
gramme will be thro ugh an LE1.6 o^- 
lion grant fiom the S^andanLEl.5 
million contribution by the Inter- 
national Electronics Company, llie 
land for the project will be provided by 


the Ministry of Scientific Research. 

The construction of the incubator, ex- 
pected to be finished by 1997, will be 
supervised by the Egyptian Incubator 
Association (ELA), an SFD initiative 
established in 1995. 

Under tbe new project, nearly 2,000 
permanent job opportunities for recent 
graduates will be made available. 
Moreover, the courses will help enable, 
through tecbnicai and logistic^ know- 
how, fledgling enterprises lauKbed by 
these graduates to sur\ive tbe critical 
and tenuous early stag« of operation. 

The impetus for the incuba^ project 
came about as a result of the in- 
creasingly significant role snoall and 
micro-enteiprises (SMEs) are playh^ 
in economic growth and job creation 


around tbe world. Thus, by providing 
young eotrepreneuis wtfo manageriaL 
legal and technical training tbe pro- 
gramme is eiqrected to be insmimental 
in helping SMEs through the growing 
pains in the first few years. 

“An incubator is a micro- 
environment for entrepreneurs,” ex- 
pired Ezeddin Shawl^ head of tbe 
SFD's Intemational Cooperation ' and 
Press department. "It is an access to a 
foil range of business services which 
support tbe development of enterprises 
during the all-impcntant early years of 
their life.” 

Prior to launching ri»i» inhiative, the 
SFD conducted a number of studies to 
evaluate the business incidiation model 
in Egypt These studies confirmed tha 


the incubator programme in Egypt has 
a fair chance of success, given the cur- 
rent push for economic r^uxns and tbe 
government’s plans to remove ob- 
stacle and pnmde cDComagement to 
small private businesses. 

Acewdiflg to (he SFD studies, tbe 
number of incubators around the world 
is on the rise, increasing from 300 in 
1986 to 1,500 in 1996. 

Shawkat added that the SFD's plan is 
to establish seven incubators, with a tc^ 
tal budget of S26.7 million, in different 
parts of Egypt. 

Two iDcubators have already been es- 
tablished in Tala, Menoufiya Govon- 
oiate and Mansouza, while the re- 
maining units are still under 
constnictioiL 


Bank bonding 
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£N AN att empt to unify Arab banking practices, the 
Federation of Arab Banks recently camptaed drafting a 
number of regulations which it is hoped will be impl^ 
mented and adhered to be Arab banks. 

The draft regulations, which have to be submitted for 
approval to Arab country's national banking fed- 
eration, are not obligatmy in any way unless they take 
the form of an offi^ agreement between the various 
countries. However, tbe regulations are designed to 
T^nesent a code of ethics, umfying Arab banking prac- 
tices. 

Accordmg to Mounir Khalil, director of tbe Fedoa- 
tion of Egyptian Ranks (FEB), ibis attempt at unifying 
hanlrin g activii^ among Arab countries is “a much- 
needed step, e^edally if the Arabs plan to form some 
sort of common trade area in die future.’’ 

He pointed out that amo ng tiie main issues tackled by 
the di^ regulations are leciproci^ and equahfy in deal- 
ings among all banks operating out of then hoiiK exMm- 
tties. Tm p l ementing and lespectiug these rights, stated 
KhaKI, will help avoid problems which arise when, for 
exa^le. letters of credit (LCXT) are sent for a client im- 
porting certain goods and the deal is called off^ but tbe 
LOG K not returned. "These regukUions will hopefuDy 
prevent such a satuation fixxm occurring,” he stated. 

He ad^ that the regulations also provide for cases 
where cUqiufes between banks may re^t in lawsuits, b 
such eases, tiae draft regulations call iqira the banks to 
use arbitration services to resolve their differences. Tbe 
regulations also recommend that each country should 
ectahtish a banking authority that would act as a central 
bank and regolatory boify. 


Market reDort 
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GMI tops out 
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WTTNESSING a mixed week of trading, the Egyptian 
stock market's main index, tbe GML stabilu^ at 
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278.74, hs highest level ever. However, for the week 
ending 5 December, tbe value of trading decreased from 
LE628 million to LES21.6 million. 

Emerging as tbe madeet's best performer for tbe week, 
the Hefiopolis Housing and Development Company's 
shares rocketed by LE82.5 to close a( an even LE300 
per share. Following in second place were the shares of 
the National Cement Company, which registered a 37 
per cent increase to level off the end of the week at 
LE27.3. The increase in tbe share's value coincided with 
the conqiany's declaration of a net profit of LE20.334 
milikm for fiscal year 1 995-96. 

Sbatea of the Me^nat Nasr Houraig and Development 
Company also had a good week, gaining LES3 per share 
to close at LE288. The prize for the largest number of 
transactions this week, however, goes to the Helwan 
Portland Cement Company. Trading 5.8 million ah«i^ 
valued at LE343.6 million, the company accounted for 
69.45 per cent of total trading activity on the markeL 

In the financial sector, shares of die Misr Internationa] 
Bank ( MI Bank ) cornered an LE43 increase before clos- 
ing at LE605. 
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Meanwhile, back in tbe manufacturing sector, shares 
of the Middle Egypt Mills Conqiany suroed a 13.68 per 

ndfflf !_ _1 1 __.t _l J ^ 


Gfal decrease in value and closed at LE40.57 per 
share. 
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Cut 

the civil 


service 


The only yray to cut the 
massw^vil service 
wage bill is to r^uce 

the size of the civil 
service "rtself. argues 

Khaled Fouad 
Sherif 


Structural a^usnKOt a nd^ the 
progress of the economic reforrns 
^jrrently being implement m 
Egypt are both topics actively d^ 
cii^ on a dafly ba^- 
fortunately, one key refonn flat is 

consisteiitly rKglected, and not^ 

en tbe attentimi it deserve dm^ 
refimn discussions is crvfl service 
refijroL , . 

Let me begin with so^ 
facts. First, accordmg to the 1990- 
97 budget, the civil service w^ 
bin is w^l over LE18.5 biO^ 
($5.5 billion). This figure excludes 
w^es paid to public sector ^ 
ployees fbe military, who, 
CTmbmed, bring the ammal wage 
bin, as of 19S^ to about LE23 bfl- 
UoD ($6.7 biltioo). 

There are over six mmiOD ervtl 
servants, malfing the govemment 
the countiy's larg^ formal sector 
employer. There is one civil ser- 
vant for every eightonn Egyptiois. 
These mimbere are both sttikmg 
and alarming because of tiieir sg- 
mficance. Tbe figure for the toU 
wages paid to civil servants by far 
exc ee ds tbe revenues accrued from 
total private sector eiqiorts. It is 
greater *iv*" public sector exports, 
ttiffiudwig oil, and is at least five 
timwi the size of ^ budget deficit 
Moreover, it is approximately 
equal to 10-12 per cent of GDP 9t 
cuneot estimates. 

Even more disturblog is the fact 
rtwit this figure is constantiy in- 
creasing. And ahhoogh ttegovern- 
ment insists that it has limited tbe 
hiring of new dvil servant^ the an- 
nual increases in the aggregate 
wage bni do not reflect this asser- 
tioiL 

In searching for an answer to this 
problem, tbe solution is simple: the 
g o ve mm ent must immediately 
freeze the wage bffl at current lev- 
els. All new hrdng, for whatever 
reason, onist stop. Mimsiries must 
be encouia^ to begm tite process 
of le-oigazdsation and efl^eocy 
reviews to deteoniite the (qrtimal 
staff size; .simiiitiiiieou^ 

dravrii^'tqi plans fik'downscafaig. 

The Egyptian govemment is 
bloated — stuffed with ^lost em- 
ployees and fiterally miltions of re- 
dundant wtdeers. tf we are txuly 
moving to- a c^italist system, we 
most now dismantle the l^acy of 
the socialist en ndnch encout^ed 
tbe creation of bloated bu- 


reaucracies. 


And .what of the political ram- 
ifications of downsiang? Shoply, 
there need not be any. This is an 
area where we can- take our cues 
from some Affican countries’ ex- 
periences. CHiana has let go more 
than 45,0(X) eixployc^ in less than 
three years; Taizama, 50,000 in 
two years; and Kenya, almost 
40,000 in two years. 

These cuts were acconqilisbed 
primarily through the use of emly 
retirement schemes where tiie gov- 
ernment encourages civil servants 
to willingly leave government ser- 
vice by offering la^ financial le- 
tirement rewards. - 

In tbe case of Egypt, tiie govesn- 
ment can finance suA a retiiement 
package tfaroi^ the Socud Fond 
For D^lopment (SDF), for ex- 
ample, The SDF is already in- 
volved in downscaling sehewn^ for 
a limited number of public en- 
terprises being privatised. It would 
seem obvious that the game jogfa 
can be applied to the crvil service 
u a whole. In in ^ three Af- 
rican countries mentioned above, 
tqiproximately 60 per cent of the ’ 
money used for downscaling «»*»*» 
directly from mtematioii^ donors. . 

The bottom Uik is this: structural 
aryustment can never be called suc- 
cessful unless advances in civil ser- 
vice reform are made. Simply 
thoe has not been much d on e hi 
this regard. And while all of us ac- 
knowledge tbe difficulties of 
downscaling, we need to under- 
sta^ that countries with fbe ■»»»»» 
political ' problems s ee m to have 
moved much further and at a 
pace. 

It is inconceivable fiat our chil 
service wage bill today is 
equal to our annual foreign ex- 
change proceeds. Uns statistic 
alone makes us conqiarable to 
countries like Burun^ Siena Le- 
one, Malawi and a host of others 
whose economies are in a gham- 
bles. In fact, if we were to replicate 
dM downsizing experiments of 
Tanzania and Kenya, the savings 
Rented could possibly eqnal me 
size of tbe US's economic 

aid to Egypt (]S800 millira). 

Failure to take the necessary 
steps in deal^ witfa this problem 
could result in a civil service tab 
that reaches unman^eable pro- 
portions. But, in the process, what 
must be avoided is an economic 
system that iKeds to generate bil- 
lions in taxes. This would restrict 
w level of consamptian that coold 
help create real jobs, in oidn to'fi- 
nance tbe existence of make- 
believe jobs. 


The writer is an Egyptian public 
enterprise specialist with the Af- 
Departs 
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The 17^ GCC summit ended in that the 15-year-oId organ- 
isation ml^:faGe thesi^'e fate other reports KhaM Dafwoud 


Bdua&D’s tlospibttr'of Doba*8 .fliree-t&y sdnn^ of ' ' a g rt-j ^ w e* * «« liiMw ta’srifae fte dimirte I tei w een ihe 
the Gidf Goqpen^ Cooiiea (GCQ 'set a.|mc^ ..-two conQtries.-OElB' ^ not o^ oeqy the i^^ying 
edeiit,notoiiIybeaniseit.wB9lhBSisttiiiie'fltf^ dimges bioq^.teBinBt'^ two 
<rf1he»ineixibmfi3Mltoadelad8iidLehi^ ate'eccbaed Bahnffi’g'Gcnm Pnnce H am ad 


mffting, hiit^dito beeahsoit maifced a new 
m riiA jiatuic of xcdahoBiaeiiio^g tiw monhcis 

fftrganigafimi •■ . 

Since ha esraWWmtfrtm ISWlVOCG leaden hwe 
stated that one of thdr main gods to « 
muted fioot airpTB B a i ii g 6ie ot Ae ottadh' 

Gulf states li^g m.'a x^jcd and lyh^' on-', 

top of 45'per.'edat' of dl^ woc^-s .oil iesm^'iolB(& 
national as yini^ 'as atcp^O^ jU t v A veaicrt m 

pjODiilB ini«^ of fwA a gtOt^^. 

necessity in oidm A mear as one sttmg bloc 
vi»4-vjs inifitti^.powerM 
aodlraq. 

However, diortly befixe opennig Oe-Doha. snm- 
nst.OD Satbnlayy Ae six- Onlf conidiMs. ^ 
pea^ divided as newlxfoft' conbeimiig^ 
oncial teoes: dieir ielaticuis.-widi non-GC? ndgji^ 
bondog cooolDBs sudi as t«>", Ina aid y^en; tfi* - 
means of sdyms lAateral boideridugntM 

jind fiitiiw MvwMwwif*. mnpfn^tin. 

Bahiain's official ine^.eai^aiDed its decidoo. to 
boycott the sommit , .dsgiite W.ttmate medbiHbri 
eCfixls by Smafi Aiid^.^gypt androttwr coiintties^ 
as an aquessioo of Baln^'s oi^odtkm to 
Qatar has been deaifiig mth a -tesitarid ifitpute; 
over a eioster of Gulf i8fanid8..'Bac]aed' fay the- Knr 
waiti ***^dni^ Raiiiaiiti ofSoals have -said *^***~ Aeir 
absenoe highlights' Ibe &et ibafc itis jdxntt time 'Aat ' 
memben of Ibe GCC opeidy about the organ- 

isaiioii*s &3ine to sotva any m the tnlatiend diqiaM 
'exisdng'among its'ineab^' also- have no- 
cosed Ae GCC of ftiliog to consider equally the in-, 
teiests <xT all its mcmbecc, seek^'lutead' sim^ 
fidal muted piiUic:dands'wMIe'.diq)i^ 

toamiifirnihte'bdmi^ . 

ITm GQC summifs .find -stateanait hie even 
&Sed to mdoB any -frf An tfiyiihn bnwifji 

-Qats **»d or.'tb tito commbtee 

headed by Saudi Aiabia end inr.hidhy the Ihntod . 
Arab ftiriiatiw and .'Knnirait; -OHf officials ' 
said would by to solve tiie tfispute between te two', . 
oomdzies. OtnmseanmoCSicaabsndAd'ninee&g.' 
of tfae.-Giiirs ioragn nnnsfieis 'would be held .'in 
Saofi.Ajbbia ^infitooainn^' fisw m an-d^ 

tenrt to!'*‘dem fito 

broAeriy aafibns.*'' 

Sboftiy befitm the opangof tiie suoiiBit, Bafanin 
anQooDced tbe aaest of two'C^ghm nationiis. nAo 
are aDegodly ageatoof Qitd^^ntdl^gBoee sernciss 
and pot them .on trial; &hinm-aI»Mcanaed.out ani^ 
ilmy esimci^ nem Qittt 

ing placv and its pnineinimstBi;' !E3idi& ffin ' 


bin l^issB Al-Khati& of penooally ptottiu to over- 
■ .Arow Qatm*s £nni Sbmkfa Ban^.bin Httlife al- 
.TbanL The accos^ 

'.]gafanin-of bi^^pg ibe rooms of Ae delegstion Ins 
- oountiy sent, to atteod tiie ^uevioos GCC summit 
' held in Ae BAmnn ciqntal ofManamarin 1994. ' 

. -Ibe A^uted idands represent needy 30 per cent . 
ofBdvam’s ovBian.taxit^. Ibey haw .ben under 
."Maaiina's eontidl ance Ae 1930s, but 'a. dispute 
. «iyer flimr ownetdiqi facdke out in Ae late 'S0*s af- 
^ xqKutr cuodatod that these idands mi^ have 
(A reserves. AMiourii'boffi Bdnain and are 
! leno^'.as pom m cm leaouices eonopated to other 
' GCC ineimters 9idi as Saudi'Antria, Kuwait and 
'•AeU.^ Qate hu huge natmal gas reserves. Qe^ 
lar has talEm'ils'’d^Kite wiA ttwtwww to the int^ 
'national Ooort of Jns^ m The Hago^ a move 
. vfAicfa Mani Hiifc g g jf insists on tbe 

'wbhin'Ae.oodtext of the GCC.'euMT&iidi 


-' QuibUes. n^arding the . (^tar-Bduain di^nite 
:adde, SauA~A«fli&mdKowMtr^ to pievafl 
mi Ae oAer- Oulf^oaitiiiea. wiA Rgnd to ibeir 
stand, againd bn^ ‘Uie -<Tn«i jgmtiMHent of tbe sum- 
nutinmd^ nothing nw to tins leapeet B blmned 
Ae Iraqi iqgime fix Ae sufifednp or its people and 
Ar the .tsodan m the r^oo, while dramiitg tbe 

.tire oQ-Ar^^oddeaL. - 

BeAre tbe «ywng of Ae gn™**, United Arab 
PimwtM leader Z^yed Bin Sultan hutia^ 
lilfwkeanmaT gn tfwiFwriita.lPtal Kftmg 
of the six-yensdd aancfio^agmpd'Iaiq sQ long as 
-ho(»tiiRies!to com^, wiA alt Seoirily CodacO les- 
olnfioiil 'Ibe VJ^ 'nd ofScials of oAer Arab 
MoAies ^ Atf it is necessary to ie-initKcate Iraq 
into the AcA wodlil'm oirler'-to eountdbdance .the 
growing strragA'of.lhni and-also'to restore tran- 
qurOtiy ffl .the xegi^ Outenng: US l>eftDoe Sec- 
xe^-WiIlm‘F^.gM '&nesagB and hia last 
mission drmng Ms' tour of the Gulf ropon was to as- 
sure. i& leadec .Ad Ae .US .tyrmld 
wiA gntectiott .^amst hoA. Iraqp and hmiian 
ArBats. -The ;.find-. snnnmt- has even 

ae betiira Ae tiro-^ pledged firtqpcid the'UN comrinttee 

' j noiiltoi iB g Ssmamiat^togaaiL . 

the stderneht oune.-out.wjm a sttou^ aand 
against Iran midiii;'SiqipM('‘of AeUAE m its. ter- 
litimal di s pu te wiA-TebiaB.owr Aree Gulf islitods. 
DespitB.tte Act. Aat tile: Inrnien leadas^ 
dremed 'Ae GOC. leaden beffaie file opening of Ae 
wirntTii t and eapie ss ed readmiess to dgn a non- 


anhbbnced the estsblidunent of a un iv er si t y 
on me of them, altiioodi there are no ci- 
.vOiahs settied tfam. ' 

" But the strongest language in the summit 
sfatemeot -was tmt d ii ec ite d agmnst Israel and 
the light-wmg govemmeot of Israeli Prime 
Ikfirnstec Bioyamin Netanyahu. The GCC 
leaders confimed their connmtmeut to tbe 
resolutions of the Arab summit held in Cairo 
i«gt June, itnVing any - in normat- 

isatioii measures between the GCC countries 
and Israel -to progregfl in the peace process 
wiA.the Palestinians; Syin and LAanoiL 

Tbe GCC leadere openly bSamed Nc- 
lanyalni Ar the c ur rent mipasse in tiie peace 
•pro ces s because of 'his atrempcs to re- 
negotiate agreetbents already signed wiA the 
Paiestinians and a p mored by Ae former La- 
bour 9 >vennnait of Prime Minister Shimon 
Peres. Oman and C^iar, the two Gulf states 
closest to establidmig trade ties wrA Israel, 
have clearly stated that tii^ have decided to 
fieere the normalisation proc^ as long as 
the Arab parties remain dssatisfied whh tiie 
outcome of peace laTine wiA Israel. 

Yemen's qip Hca tion to join the GCC was 
probably Ae most ironic everrt to take pbcc 
at 'vAat was described by Aplomats as a 
“boring” GCC summit UnA hoars before be 
opened the summit, the GCC Secretary- 
Oeoeral Abdullah Al-Bqjanan wshad that 
Ydsen's demand would not be on the meet- 



AijfiMitfh pact, Ae final c6mtmnttgn& criticised 

^ . ' ban'smiA^devdapmeApKogtannziesatiditsdo- 


av- . 

The news conforeaoe Ji^fe .Afr.GCC ainnitA 
qiokenaiw Rso^'hmijiite Sho& Ham- 
ad Inn Jasrim lAt to surmnariac the. 

results OfAcmeetitqLCOri&iaedAftjAe-five-Gulf 

.leato. who totoJnT 

. iiiir<‘«.-.rv:-> ..I lii. ■; <c*'j .^k 




{doymetd. of .sliiAce-toHSntAce nussales in. the 
UA&owried islands and Ae Golf r^liotL Such pro- 
grarmnwe "exccedcaoveotional defence needs”, and 
Ae GOC. cdled iq>ra ban to refer its diqmte -wiA 
Ae UAE to-irtteaiatioiial a tb ioati gnL Tehnm has de- 
Aifed.to reach, ap'., elared.tiie -tiiiBe.iADi^ aspaitafitsleiritoiy and 


ing’s agenda. Yemeni officials, however, 
were atoredy m Qatar jnesenthig their ^ 
pfication to the Emir as host of me 
summit Ysmeo's mndster of paitiamentary 
affinis, Ahmed (Aanem, ^lo sta^ in Doha 
to follow up on the issue, even tried to force 
his way into the first closed session of the 
GCC.leadsrs’ *"**»«"e He wanted to present 
his country's case ^ eimlain tbe reasons 
why h is seddng to join me oil-ricb oigan- 
isatioo. Evetr Aot^ seeuri^men prevented 
Ae Yemeni minister fiom entering tbe meet- 
ing, be acoqrted to leave only after an envoy 
of the seerd a ry-general persuaded'him that 
he wrxdd be summoned througb bis coun- 
try's enAas^ if the GCC leaders decided 
th^ needed any hifoiination. Yemc^ tbe 
poraest natirm ^rith the largestpopulafion m 
the Aiatnan pentnaiia, has difficult relations 
wiA most Gw countries due to hs stqqiort of 
Iraq Airing the 1990 Gulf War. Kuwah has 
said tint Yemen carmot jom the GCC be- 
cause it has a difierent political system, 
tramely raublic^ m contrast to Ae royal re- 
giines of w GCC countries. SauA Arabia, mvolved 
in a tenitiAid dispute vriA Yemen, has alro pushed 
for posq>onemeDt of the issue. So, the issue was 

not even modion^ ffl fhe final siatemenL 
B>q>ectations that Ae Gulf leaders would follow 
Ae ongoing traad of seeking closer trade ties wiA 
tiieir. neighbours in' the r^km were not fulfilled. 
Additiomally, tbe nptkm {rf the necessify for the 


Saddam Biismui opeohig Ae taps at an oil pmnping station in Bjitek (photo: 


“Victory for the poorest” 

YESTERDAY, Iraqi oil started fiowing tfarou^ a ^ipdine to Todcey for the first time m six years. Tbe Tuik- 
iA rrejona] director of Ac state-roo Tmldsh pipeune firm Boias confinned to AFP that Iraqi crude was re- 
ceived Wednreday through the pipeline ending m the Medherranean pon of Ymmirta^ On Tuesday mom- 
ing, &iAfann Hussein operied tbe laps at an ml pimping in Noitbem Iraq to start Iraqi crude 
flowing, bin The AP reported two hours later Aat UN officnls shut down tiie pipeline to wah for formal con- 
finnation fiom the UN of the qiproi^ of oil contiacts. 

Under tbe food-for-ofl deal wiA Ae UN, Iraq has been pemiited to esqxirt 2 billion dollars worth of oil eve- 
ry six m onths , to pay for much needed food aM metScine. Iraq had accepted tbe deal on 20 May, but Lniple- 
jnentation was dela^ as a re^ of technical di ff eren ces betw^ Iraq a^ the United States On details of in- 
ternational supervisioii, firing the selling price of the oil and Saddam's incuisioo into tbe protected Kurdish 
areas of Northern Iraq in Ai^ust 

On Monday, UN Secretary-General, Boutros-Ghali gave the green li^t fin* Ba^idad to resume oil sales, an- 
nouncing tiiat the materialisation of the ded rep resents ”a victory fix fhe poorest of the poix in baq.” UN 
agmeies ftatimsA* that about 180,000 Iraqi ehilcheii under the age of five suffer from malnutrition as a result 
of tbe saiHniotis irtqiosed on li:^. 

Significantly, one tiujd of the proceeds .fiom this avowedly humanit arian plan will go towards defirayxng 
UN costs and paying for war iqiarations stemming firun Iraq's invasion of Kuwait 


Gulf countries to form an ectmottuc bloc to com- 
pete wiA similar imes on the intemational level did 
ncX seem to appeal much to tbe Gulf leaders. Of- 
ficials at Doha's rommit failed to reach agreement 
00 nnified custom tariffs, a long delayed step and 
tire most important conditioQ set by major world 
trade putneis, sucb as the European Union, in or- 
der to rign a jomt accord. Saudi Arabia. wiA cus- 


toms tariff as hi^ as 20 per cent on some gooi^ 
claAed wiA the UAE wfaiw wanted to maintain its 
present lewl of four to six per cent. Gulf officials 
said two to thr ee years were still needed before an 
agreement could be readied, while other par- 
ticipants in the meeting were frustrated because 
they expected tiiat no agreement would ever be 
le^bed on tbe issue. 



M m M g M seefion of the interim agreements Netanyahu wants to implement is Hebron re-deployment, 

r Cl\A/ But should Arafat concede, he lets Netanyahu off the hook, writes Graham Usher from Jerusalem 


On 7 Dbcerobei; a us offioU m Jeinsriem 
admittBd tint Aer^maradian Pdestiman^. 
Israeli taOcs on- Hrifagrao had run ihar 
couraa *'At tins-jicniit, tiie oiqsoristim are 
so toofidr arid. *Vtixiu is 
ewpmongoopd. tte two leadOT should!^ 
sohethiSK".- 

Given tiw.ifistnist Are idgto.betwm the. 
two leadeo^ kis an open question if *^coid-! 
man gtomxT exists any kngre* ^ritetinr dh 
Hdbnn or-Ae oAer 33 issues still peai&ig 
fiom Orio's interim 'SgreeoiBBit.'Oa TO' Dcr 

ceoAer, tiie mfinilM IbmpH magarine . 
The Jenaigem Aqport; quoted, a *^gDvcm- 
mere scNiie^ close fo -lsnefi-Adme Min- 
ister Bi n y ama' Ne to n y aam IbM 

even the HAron loti^loymeat is no 
era sure thing. *^nie o^.i^ Sloe's go^ ^ 
to be a le-depldymare fiein raring**, he ', 
seid, Is if tbe US tams tiie acre«n oh.^ 
a&L'* fftheUS lefiseslb dosi^tesoinoe 
ndearaboretitoconsequenceri *'An.«xpio^ 
rioD,"hesrid. 

RecereevotissnggfesttiireUS reiw es are -- 
bring tinned, tiwiah'B is uDideir lAedier. : 
on Palestmun feedre. Yasser Arefin re 
tanyahuorbodL ' 

Over tire wedtta4 Ihe 'US ccrintgjBoqal 
in Israd, Sdwaid MMogtoe» held tinee 
meetmswiA tire niO leader to get Ms ^ 
provslfigaflireope g fedoq in wre.s ia ren eF 


iring 'TtdissArian'' proposals io faroak tiie' 
impasse ori'ISfixon. Drafted by US 
. en^.Denris Ross, sod ^ypfs natimud 
awuri^-'adyisBr Ossma B^Baz, tire docu- 
' mere .iqioirtodty drops tiie Ealestiiuan de- 
mand for *iinmtricti>d us^ qfiifies in tire 
80 pec cere; of He faiua under _ftfestmian 
Nriio^ Aiithod^ '^MA) pdatioL la.io- 
tino, InBd.ba$ agnsA to Aop its driiairDd 
for sn ex|tiicit acdmowle^nere of the 
'.renq^arisftttif xe^eretYiDto Bdestinirii ar- ' 
. .ere oobe tiie le-dqtic^nrerebcqaqtie^ 

. - ^ Ihe xml sn 9 hi tire document ate 
Ijk^ to be Fatetmian demaads lireelBtBd 
to te.Hriirpn puB-onL The'J9{A re .i^. 
riaiing^ tpgpflierwiAansgregneat on H^. 

' run, dire land commits telfti) 


. othis ireerim. issires sudi as tire xdease 
riomiii SOTalestiiM womtoptBODasatST' 
' httmed- m Isndi Jafis as wu asa:iinre^ 
'lAfe Isold's &ee fintiier mflitaiy x6-' 
dqifoyxbenre -in tire 'Wot Bank Ibe FHA 
atn wants a set dree for re c om m endi^. 
olio's final'riitire talks on JexnBriem, aet- 

liemiwiia^ .riri hg e ^ water XO-- 

sources m tire WestBaok. 

' Alfom^ .itt tire -jrare Neianydu' hiis 
pledged yerfadly. to 

Tin ii mmaitig uDclear vrintt he 

means 1w tins^Many Paleathtians soqpect 
.Are ffacme JsnA leadeHhe mtedmiagre^' 


mescs mean tire.Hdinxi ' 
little else. Anc^ wants Ae u^iole padraffl, 
eqperially tbe further le-d^ynien^ md 
is wary re any.tommk wiA Netanyahu that 
IcnveB tire otiwrmterhn inues unresolved, 
it is tbs reason, si^ sources, tiiat Arafet 
has yet to ^ipiove US-Aafied docu- 
menL There are grounds for Ae FLO lead- 
er's su^ririans. 

At tire weddy Israeli cdimet meeting on 
6 D ec emb er, Netanyahu said that tire UA- 
lOD nt£otireiiw were ''exhausted” and that, 
*in tiie comhig weeks”, ' fare govennnent 
would proceed to *\iiscuss tire {Mriem the 
jwmwnwrt ge Mement wiA the Psl- 
estfauans'*. He made no menticRi of tire otiier ' 
odtstahdiDg iu terim issues. Tius is probAIy 
beomse he wauls to sk^ them. 

•fa October, '.Netanyafan said before tbe 
Knesset thO his goveromere would Eke to 
move quickly to die' final status issues be- 
cause mere, was broad area of agree- 
.ment among Israelis'’ on wbat a final settle- 
inent wiA tilC P alesfiniana Aoold be. It 
woiuM be' a political ammgement in tbe 
West i^nV sod fiara where Ae Fal- 
-esfimans ere granted ‘'maximum Eberty” 
over tireic lives and Israel “maximum se- 
enri^ over tiie tenitories. 

Thie contBUt of tiiis “libeiiy” was 

■ gIfnfipaeH inaaertag«f**natiQnaIoijeciivcg” 


for Israel drawn up one of Netanyahu's 
cenfitioo partners. On 23 October, Kooesset 
l e prcsen t a tiv'e for Israel's Third Way (TW) 
p^, YAuda Haid, set down proposals 
winch, be sud, would fonn "a consensus 
acen^e to boA the [Likud] govennnent 
and [Labouij opposition.'* The TW should 
know: its three paifiamentarians were for- 
m^y membeis of tire Labour Party who, 
before tbe Israeli elections; fonned a new 
bloc and jrined the Lik^ coalition in 
protest over Labour's m p a re a t teadniess to 
withdraw from the Golm Heights in ex- 
change' for peace wiA Syria. 

The TW*s “natioual AJectives** would 
surely commaiid siqport across 
Isiari's political spectrum. But 
they are utterly unacceptable to 
any JMestinian or Aiab con- 
sensus. Hatri’s pn^Msals rule 
out 'any future Palestinian sov- 
ereignty over “metnpriitan 
lusalem'*, Ae Jordan Vall^ and 
major s^ement chisteis suA 
as tire West Bank and wo^ 
prevent any future Palestinian 
polity cootrollmg (Palestinian) 
iamugratian into Its areas of ju- 
risdiction. They are also, h 
pears, wholly in line wiA N^ 

tanyAu’S Itnntring . 


On 26 Novetdber, Netanyahu visited Ae 
Jewreh settiement of Ariel — wiA 13,000 
setUeis, Ae secemd largest in die West 
Bank. He declared it was “the cental of Sa- 
maria” (Le.: the northeni West Bank) “and 
win be strengthened as a central layer in tbe 
framewod: of Ae permanent settiement 
wxA tire. Palestmtans”. Five days later, his 
office issued a stabsnoit designating the 
Jordan Valle>', too, '‘an indupimsable part 
of Israel in any pcmianeoi settiement in the 
region-” Settler leaders from the Jordan 
Valli^ let it be known that Neoityaha had 
promised 700 new bousiiig units for their 
settlements. Aiafot’s dilenmia is, dierefbre. 


acute. Over tbe last two montiis, be has suc- 
cessfully marshafled sn intemational co- 
afitkni briund tbe PNA to force NetanyAu 
into inqilementiiig tire Hebron agreement, 
more or less as it was signed by Ae last Is- 
raeli government. He has now to decide 
wbeAer to risk it by oooditionnig tbe Heb- 
ron deal on Israel's inqileiiientatUm of tire 
rest of tire interim agreement If he accepts 
Hdxon alone, he to Netanyriia off tire 
bookofinteinAiona] pressure. If Aiafotin- 
sists on the interim ag reeaireik as a whole 
(and Netanyahu refuses), tire Oslo process 
in effset will be at an oA At that pohx, tire 
US screws may really be turned. 


Vri^if plead 

Fpnner1sra^li>tn^^ MereteJeadOT Ybssi/SarM is the. latest Israeli figure to visit Cairo in an 
atfmpt' .to -release an Israeli spy heid by Eg;^an authonfies. He spoke toKluiled Dawoud 
abbjLft.fi^ issue arKt his-thpughts cin.^ currerit state of the peac^ 


Yossi Sari4 Isnd’a ftsmer.^ mwi oit a yf romisttir. in', 
the XjirMmr ’gjnai HHiffMmt nf .tomnnn Per^js tiw leader 
of tire leftist MeieA. Party Jcoosni Arlto.«qii|^ of- 
the estAErimKBt of m-PriesiiriaiB''8tideL He was stap 
aetivriy involved in tirehesriy tiiree'yeto'of nhxnri 


Hetoamtt who witoes s ed and.t^' jut in vAathe 
labels a ‘tev riuti on ” hr, Aa^Iwaefi'g faBons.| ;'^^ 
revohitiao led to Ae-Greatiou ^tiie Briestixnaa.stato-' 
wtaiA, he says,. Tias riready been estAKAed." -Yet^- 


ernmeot to by . Peres. Then' .views dor tire *^rew 
(fleiEasf^ m-whto httari to'eiqee^. to i^ n,kBy.- 
rote riirfved, at !i ii'iil Wmpnrnrily. 

The “sweef* laA rtf Peres and Iris team, has now: 
i^tced by the x^bt-wing ideoldgiqri.yiesra of 
isnefi^k^te Biityamih-NetBtyAu .ni his ..ex- . 
iromist Aalitian psitnere. Fecple soA as Axiri .SShf- 
on and mtAak Moideriiri oonskier tire eamansioii of 
in tire Wed Binik, Gaza.and Ae Syiren 
Golan tirighri a hbb^ Aisaoa -depute Ai rammgs 
fjwtt rhtatwHdBrf the- whole peace' p ro c e ss. -... 

Hcning Ari'doe .dsy' .he wifl be abie:.to m^^a. 
'com^Afo ra >wia,'SandfnsSgtodthathewas i^m’ 
< Vro to cpthareNcoutyaha and caHedityrm , Egyp tian 

' ■wrf Anb'ofiScials so l e ma to.^ ^caUsiiM^ m tirefrait- 
yiem of.lsiari..becmise to diflfereittiaie’bo-. 

n go v e uin renl and^ its jpeopitt ^ iB toK' thtt ': 
wlAt tbe peace {aoeess s'ityatt tire <aity.altieaiativB 
for tire pAoe iHOctoi, God finso. is tire war process,'’ 
he sai^^Biilixty advkie.is Ari ereqih^ nsutid be 
Aoitt deririing and caja emin jg 


grBSstudy-Ac war opDon.'*.. 


: : 8i^ vrito .was. desdrib^ ss a dove in Peres* gov- 
'.rinm^ agi^ tiiriNetaityabu^ ke^ on mak- 

ing pooises; forever 'witirent taking action on tire' 
groi^ Be .added Aat Netanyahu ‘Svas- very, by 
expedrireedwhoi riedted'roprime munsten I briieve 
...•ttitobeiiiade'Vesy grave jmstafces. And he does not 
'■Arii f lii« -Riit-i am qiut6 .coofidcot that he 

Inmsrif thinks that- he eould have doue things difier- 
' eo^. For example' aperiihg fire tunnel (in JerasakanX 
r dp ntt briieye . he would do fire same mis t a ke 

' SiwM ixMeB fiMtt'iBMiui^ an agreement whh tire 
.Pale8tinians..A ''die'zedAldynreiit of Israeli troops in 
'. tire West BsiiA town' ctfHelxon was tire “first test*] for . 
NetactyAnbitoanseit.woiddieveal'liis real inteatians 
.towartis-the-; - • - — 

not becAse 

because ifb e c ai h c vriy bbiiA synibol: 

SPod ruled oii^ Irewevei; that an agreemesit would 
. be;resAed “in' tire en mT ng fow .d^s” due to re- 
Aflare uce e bet w een tire two sides. “The next' 
stqv a&r HAran, sbmild be finAer redeplpymesn^ 
.T^Mereto leader Ids strong oppoation 

-to'Metmiy8bn;s.poIi^ of eroandmg settlaxrents in. tire 
WestiEMc.a^ Gaaa. He.^ims .tbat there was noth- 
ing, in. '.4re Ostp'-'Adeoeds 'betweA Israelis and Pal- 

■ MTtTTiTWTW 'glearty TmpfM t mg « tnml han on the biulding 

it ffrettenynq j -imt whni nwt ihgt it is the mahi obr 
sA^ to. Ae--pAce jaocess. Be demed, however, N^ 
•miyalarsr e cQ UBati on foat die finmre Labour govera- 
hMataSosiFedfiM eaqaeriottof the grt ti emeants under 
.tire'Arii:^.oC‘‘™i°oEmawtiL'*' .' 

• Saiid added, *Tbe snAers have rixoiigfy otKQidaiiied 


that the settleiaients have, been put ina deqi fieezeby 
our government and tito deinand is to change this 
policy. There is a big Affereuce between a govern- 
ment about atinch we have no doubt ebneeming its 
real mteotions toward peace and a government winch 
has not proved yet its commitnrent to the peace pro- 
cess.” . ' ’ 

• He agreed that tire Labour govennnent “was not 

peifori”, ‘font we made a revolution. The Palestinian 
state fans been established' already. This is a state. It is 
ritSculous to argue whether there will be a Pakstiniau 
state or not is a faU accompli now. The only dis- 

■ mrcCTfw now IS whst Will be tire fi™l bordets of tire 
Palestinian state.”. 

• Sand brireves, however, that Arab countries riiould 
confimre to "»"*■« strong links wiA tire so-called 
“peroe .canm” inside Isia^ “Cooperatioa wiA the 
peace m Israel is hig^ (torabic and it is very, 
■very inqiortant now.” He added that it is ""pnnant ' 
tW all peace s upp orters maintain strong ties because, 
“fL God fiirbid, hostilities resume, .everybody will 
pay fire price.” 

-Sarid that the main purpose of his visit to 

Egypt was to cmtviiice officials to release Azam 
Azam, an Israeli national of Arab origin, who was ar- 
lested in Cairo in eaity Novanber after bemg charged, 
whh roytng for Mosred. Israel's imeUigence sem^ 
He sun that he did raise Ae issue wiA For^n Mm- 
ister Anir Moissa, “because I am conviuced tna he is 
not a qiy and that there is a migtalte bi fire matter." 
EraptisD authorities, however, told Sarid that tire ease 
be refeoed to court and that a charge riieet has 
already been prepared 
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A new way to holiday wiA SingapoKAirliaes 


FROM L.E. 6163 FOR 

11 DAYS / 8 NIGKTS SINGAPORE WITH LUXURY CRUISE 
TO KUALA LUMPUR, LANGKAWI & PHUKET 
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Only Singapore Akfines crffais three exdurive BIG TOP 747 
faults to Singapore, every Tuesday, Thuraday and Sund^ 
to connect your SIA HoGdays. No matter which hoBday you 
choose, al SIA Holidays proiride urmatched valua tor your 
money, combining quaBly hotete-wilh sightseeing tous^ 
and specMed meals in eiA |4Al |r>AVC 
the one package price. 


For fitrUier details jriease contact your travel agents or SINGAPORE ARUNE8 at 5750176 
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Likudniks in the White House 

No changes in US policy towards the Middle East are expected, despite this week’s appointment of pro-Israeli secretari^^fstete^nd^defence^j^ 


This wedc’s rfiang e of guard in America’s forriga 
stffirir c and nadonal seeuiiw teams is not expec^' 
to elSsct a substantial riiift in United States furies 
towards ttie hGddle East. However, die combination 
of an aggressive secretary of state and a st a un ch ^ 
vocattw Israeli regional supremacy in the posidon 
^secretary of defence does not bode weU for pros- 
pects of serious American pressure on the hard-line 
Israeli govemzneoL 

The rrapointments of Madeleine Albri^ttas sec- 
retaiy oistate William Cohen as secretary of 
defence ate likely to place a damper on any hop^ 
of a mate evea4nnded policy in the Middle East in 
the secmid tenn of Bill CHnton’s presidai^. 

**Ihese qipointmeats will most lilcely dem- 
onstrate *ka» the carte biwwohe which Israel eigoyed 
under f!ti«uwn will not only contmue, but be more 
imgiMiiifiarf in the than it was in the 

first — contrary to the widely held nodoos among 
Ai^ n p>k«i<ta (Jjat pressuTB on Israel will be easier 
now that ClinUm doa not have to contest any more 
elections,'’ said piofeasre and author Naseer An^ 
who has wiiuea eatensively on American foreign 
policy. . . . . 

Arnerican fttBriaig disagree, maintaniing that the 
flpp <viniTtv»ntg will not affect die US role, since h re- 
matna “thc Only party trusted by bodi Israel and the 
moderate Arab govemmeats.'* The officials do not 
f or e se e fiignifi««nt chang es , e^imaDy since the 
main leam iiiat has been si^iervising the hfidefle 
Past peace jKocess — Ambassador Dennis Ross 
and hu deputy Aaron Miller, who are believed to be 
closer to the Israeli Labour Party than the ruling Li- 
kud Par^ — is eiqiected to remain in place. 

However, the &t that both AJbri^^ at the Unit- 
ed Natkns, and Cohen, in the Senate, have been 
outqiwken in advocadng an assertive American in- 
volvement in the region, based on strengthening the 
special Israeli-American alUance and isolating Iran 
Iraq, could fiirdier strain leladoos between 
Washington and some of its Arab allies. Ahhou^ 
Albright, a Democrat, and Cohen, a RepubUcan,. 
come film' two diSacat political traditions, ti^ 
have individually canopaigned against any policies 
and resolutions that mi^ indm&te Israel, both in 
Washington and at tbe UN. 

As the American ambassador to die UN, Albri^t 
provoked many Arab ambassadors by her un- 
diplomatic language, whether eaqiloyW agamst 
li^ or Iran or in her effortless canqnign to block 
resolutions fevourable to the Palestmians. Former 
Senator Cohen is known for his eiqilicit sipport fw 
Israeli claims to Palestmian land, incliufixig East Je- 
rusalem, and vehement and vocal tqqio^on to Pal- 
estinian rights and financial attri mililaiy aid to 
Arab govemments which fell to make peace with 
Israel. 

As part of an American campaign over the past 
few yeais to prevent a te-afifiimarion of previous 
UN resoiutioDS that recognise Paksinian national 
rights Arab grievances, Albright shocked many 
Arab diplomats in September 1994 b^ sending an 
aggressive memo — widely perceived as de- 
rogatoiy — to the other UN delqgates. The memo 
not only warned del^ates {gainst referring to UN 


resolutions on Palestrae d»»ring die aanoal ofrimaiy 
session of the Goi^ Assembfy, but desoibed this 
resolutions as "coDtentious, irrelevant and ob- 
sol^” 

Aithnug h Albii^ was mainly inqiiraiieiitiiig her 
govenmenfs poh^, which has opposed ai^ UN 
resolutions feat aught alienate Israel, the un- 
Aplomadc diplomat is said to have personally lob- 
md for an American veto of a Seonify Counefl 
resoh^on fear was mildly critical of Isnel^lans to 
expro pri ate land in Beit Hanma- While me State 
Dqnroneot fiwoured an abstention, Albright, ao- 
cmdmg to djpkwwrta in Washing ton, convinced fiw 
US to bkidc the rather timid TKmotkBi in 1995. 

Albri^ saw that her pro-Israeli stands prompted 
tbe major Arab-American oiganisations to lobby 
a ffliiMt her nomination to the position of seerraaxy 
^ state, aecofdmg to Anb-Amedcan leadexs. The 
majnr Arab- American oiganisations had been hop- 
ing that fonner Democrahe Srantor George Mitch- 
dl, of Ld»nese 011911 , wonkl succeed Warren 
Chridqpha, even thou^ MiteheH has always 
mamtamed a pro-Israeli in Congress. Alb- 

right is viewed by many Arab-American leaders as 


sigirificaiitly closer than Mitchell to the laaeli and 
Anierican Jewirii 

Albri^t’s pivotal canmaign against UN 

Secretaiy-Goeial Boutros GhaJi was interpreted 
by many foreign t^lomats at the UN in 
Washington as meaiimg that she is resentfix) of any 
raitician of American policies and the view that 
American will should be reflected by tbe UN. 
“Civil serv ants should not forget who pays their 
salaries,** she onee said, in refermee to Ghali's 
criticism of American policies. fVihcn, die only 
Rqmblican so fo in the American cabinet has a 
oonaxstent record of siqiporting, cr^spo n so rin g and 
co-signing Congressional lesotutioos in fevotxr of 
Israeli clams. £ his 16 years in die Senate, Cohen 
has lobtried activdy for financial and militoiy siq>- 
port to Israel and has co-sign^ several petitions 
and letters to move the American Embassy from 
Tel Aviv to Jerusalem. 

In 1994, Cohen diqntdied a letter to President 
Ginton, urging him to veto any UN resolution that 
“states or unplies” diat Jerusalem *is an occupied 
t er r i to ry .'" He has consisteiitiy maintained support 
for Isrwl’s claim to Jousalem as its “unified md 


eternal capital.” Cobeo has always advocated link- 
ing American militafy and financial aid to Arab 
governments to their readiness to end the boycott of 
Israel He has wriaeo letieis to Saudi and Kuwaiti 
leaders urging dum to noimaUse relations with Is- 
rael and has a record of opposing arms sales to Sau- 
di Arabia. j r. u 

On the donwffric front, on the other hand, Cohen 
is considered “a moderate Republican,'"^ espwially 
on economic and ci^i] rights issues, making him, in 
the view of analysts, a perfect bridge Iretween a 
Democratic adntiaistration and a Republican Con- 


liie niitTitiiarinns of CohcD and Albright have not 
been seen by observers as a clear indication of tbe 
course that US foreign policy will take. But there 
seems to be an agreement by analysts in Washing- 
ton that tbe appointments indicate that President 
Clinton needed a strong team that included mem- 
bers from bodi parties, to resist a growing iso- 
lationist trend amnng American conservatives and 
to qipease a right-wing Congress. 

Support from ri ght -wing Senator Jesse Helms, an 
ardent supporter of Israeli LQnid policies, for the 


newly designated s**^®*. 
ton’s decision was mainly 
Congresrional ojiqiosition to his cabmeL 
winter aggressive stj^ m 

policies, and Cohen, with his cynmrtmem to tte 
Republicans' foreign pohtqr 
foimulate and implement toe unified Amm^ for- 
eign policy of a govemnaent seemingly divided <a. 

most domestic issues. iie- 

Perhaps toe question to be asked is how ftr US ; 
foreign policy, in style and substance, will be suJh- 
Ject to domestic consideratioiis that dictate an ap^ 
peasement of toe right-wing Congress. Adnmi^.. 
d^fficials insist that the US pohey m tfae-Middle 

East will be characterised by “continuity — awRa 

that does not necessarily send toe right signal to 
in toe Arab worid who have been antidpatim 
American pressure on Israel 'Yet tf Cl^i^ by 
mairing the leccDt nominations, aimed to find some 
common ground with conservative Rqniblicans, js-^ 
laeli Prime Minister Bisyamin Netanyahu can now- 
feel able to count on new allies in Watoington — 
which will further jeopardise an already . fehering 
peace process. 



Africa goes frenglish 

In Africa, France has fallen from grace and Americans 
are picking up the pieces, writes Gamal Nknimah 


I’m always made to feel adolescent at this 
time of tM year, when forced to admit that 
I haven’t really been following cultural de- 
vdopments closdy caxHigli. I am told that 
a new radio station devot^ to gan^ta cqi 
is all the in Ghana today. PoUtically 
coneet music like hqi-bop, and reggae 
are out of feshion. Needli^ to s^, youi^- 
sten had no time to,spaie fiir toe pailia- 
mentaiy and laasidraitial elections diat 
took place this wedc is There are 

tboae who see these developments as agns 
of dwrimentai American influence. “Cul- 
tural imperialism,” thundered Akbar Mu- 
hTrewadj iwt wwati nnMl representative of 
tile Natim of Islam and its leader Minister 
Louis Farrakfaan. 

Mxikammad has loug be«i a leadeDt of 
Accra, tbe Ghanaian capital, and tnvds 
eactensively 8 cit»s toe contiiieiit He organ- 
ises youth in Africa for African 

Amencans. “Five fentastic days in Egypt^ 
23 unbelievable days in Ghana,” reads one 
of his flyers. The youngsters visit the old 
slave that pqiper Ghana's Atlantic 
coast, from whm their ancestors were 
ship^ to America, drop in at tile Du Bois 
Centre fin: Pan- African Culture in Accra, 
check out the andent tenqiles of Luxor 
and get to see the Pyramids. 

France has some two mSlioo Africans 
and is busy chasmg out new African im- 
migrants. Over 1 3 per cent of the 260 mil- 
lum-stropg population of tbe United States 
are of Afiic^ desceoL At least two of Af- 
rican America’s finest writers, James 
Baldwin and Richard Wrighl fefi America 
and made France flieir home. Two Fran- 
cophones, Senegal's Youssou N’Dour and 
Zaire’s Pupa Wemba, walked away with 
the much coveted AU AKca Music 
Awards' tnjtoies during an nnprarwiMitftH 
bOingual — French and F-ngiish — mu- 
sical festival sta^d in Joha nn e sbui g, 
Soodi Africa, eariier tins year. An- 
glophooe contenders like toe Ikm nation’s 
Yvnme rhafaaehaVa, Nigeria’s Ring Sun- 
ny Ade and Zimbabrn’s Bundu Boys lost 
out Qjties complained that die event apes 
America’s Giamniy music awards and 
Bollywood Oscars. 

France displays a never-say-die spirit in 
toe fece of American inroads into bnherto 
eatclustvely French domaing — politkal, 
econranic and cultural But few serious ob- 
serves of the African scene doubt ^ 
France’s efforts to continoe hs pe- 
temalistic handling of Francophone Af- 
rican afiaiis are ai^tfaing but foolhaidy. 
France is cooccnied about American cul- 
tural inroads in Africa. France also com- 
plains tiira US satellite pictures support toe 
Rwandan govemmeiit’s statements that 
most of its "flrinnalg have letunied home 
frm the lefrigee c amp s in eastern Zaire. 

What accounts ftw toe advances 

of the Alliaoce of Democratic Forces for 
the Ubention of CangD;2aire, led by 
Lainent-Ddsiid Kabila? Disgust wito toe 
deplorable economic and social condi- 
tional gross hw**i*" ri^^us violations ahH 
politico onvesskn under the r^ime of 
Zairean Fradent Mobutu Sese Sdni, 
vrinch is today b«4rgH by France — and 


has been suppoi^by tiie US in tiie past 
In especially after the French de- 

bacles in ti» Great Lakes region, France 
has inily feUen from grace. 

Last Huirsday, Bifotina Faso's Fiesideiit 
.Blaise Campat^ opened toe'19thFranco- 
Afiican summit at thc headqumters of the 
West African Economic aid Monetary 
Union in Ouagadougou. Cangaort Iddeed 
off toe confermce wito a meeting of Fran- 
cophone African leaders about tiie fidure 
of tbeir cunency, the CFA fianc, whiito is 
Indoed to the French fianc. Francoftoone 
Africa fears for toe future of tte CFA 
fianc and the unioa following ^ adoirt^ 
of a singfe Eiir^iean cunceocy in 1991. 
They are h aginning to eye toe US dollar 
and migiht explore toe posstbiUQr of com- 
ing to an arrangement with Washington.. 
Pw is not amused. For America all is 
bright for France' aO is bleak. Still, jud^ 
mg fr^ the headlines, few in France 
note of what was hiqipenmg in Oi^ 
gadougon. French pitotic opinion was 
more ooDcemed mto calami^ closer fo 
borne — tiie Pans metro bombhig. 

The official theme of the Ouagadoiigoa 
conference was “good govemmeDt and de- 
veltpmeii^*’ according to Egypt’s assistant 
fijreigQ minister fixr African aifeirs, Mat- 
wan Badr, vtoo i q u esented Egypt at the 
Francophem summit “The mam issues on 
tiie ageoda were ethm'c ctmflict a^ polit- 
jcal instability in Franc^haoe Africa. The 
issue of lifting economic sanctions against 
Burundi was also discossed. Tensions in 
the Great Lakes legion, including tiie 
fi ghting in eastern Zrire, and ehnnamg 
other African candidates to rqdace Bou- 
tros Gfaali as United Nations secretary^ 
general were also high on the agenda," 
Badr told AJ-Ahram Weekfy. France 
warned diat it would veto the ^ipcnntmetit 
of auy candidatB who does not speak 
French. 

Ambassador Magdi Hefin, assxsiant min- 
ister ftjT African afiUis, travelled to the 
capital of Burkina Faso a wedc before the 
Fnaerphooe summit and teiweseated 
Egypt at a meeting of tiie Washington- 
basM Global Coalition for Africa — a 
brainchild of Africao-Amedcan civfl 
limits leader Revraend Jesse Jackson. Hef> 
ni told die IFeefcb'i “The Cairo Agenda frir 
Actum fat relsundiiiig Africa’s ecoocmic 
and social development established a con- 
sensus diat Africa's devdopment is first 
and foremost the leyonsflrihty of our gov- 
ernments and perries.” Both France and 
America are piiessing African states to 
adopt “good govemaxi^ as a prerequisite 
fbrdevdqnn^ 

French miKtai y blunders and diplomatic 
i nq rtitt' d? in Africa contrast sharply wito 
America’s growing clout In 199^ both 
US and unauthorised 'Americans 

of die Fairaldian variety have left an nt 
d^ 1 )le marie on toe way toe coodnent is 
hMiriing — boto culturally and poUdcally. 
One cannot say same for French Pr^ 
idem Jacques Chirac and Jacques Foocart 
— a man diey call' the “witdi doctor” be- 
cause he has concocted France’s Africa 
policy over the last three decade 


America has its own problems in Africa. 
Fatrakban, to Washington’s (toagrin, le- 
edved dte red caipd tieaimein m mr^ an 
African opitaL Why? Because depute all 
America’s admonishments about good 
governance, Africans appreciate bow the 
Nation of Islam deared tbe streets of US 
inner city ^icttw of narcotics and crime 
and provi&] jobs for young African 
Amencans. M<»eover, the US is with- 
holtong some SI bmion of its contribotirai 
to tbe lOto iqitenisfament of the fhnds of 
toe Intematioinl Developmoit Assodatioa 
(IDA). Africa is the major recqiMot of 
moo^ from the IDA, dmM^ which the 
Wodd Bank makes subsidised loans and 
grants to ^ world’s poexest nations. 
There is also talk in the Riqrablican-led US 
Congiess of doing aww wito USAID, toe 
agmicy that handles official American aid 
projects. America is no longer a major aid 
donor. That doesn’t go do^ well in Af- 
rica. 

How America treats its own dtizeos of 
African descent also troubles Africans, hi 
1983 African Americans constituted 4.8 
per ceait of all US foreign service em- 
ployees. In 1996, the figure is fiaetiosnOy 
hi^er at 5.2 per ceuL More to the poio^ 
there are fewra aeoicff African American 
foreign service officera tod^ tiian th ere 
were 13 years ^o — 142 in 1996 eoo^ 
pared to 160 in 1983. Small waoder Far- 
rakhan and his men receive red canet wel- 
cranes tium^hout Africa and in t& Third 
World. Not until 1961 did an African 
American foreign service officer win an 
ambassadorship. Since flien, 31 more Af- 
rican American career tottiomats have be- 
crene US ambassadore — mainiy to Af- 
rican nations. Other African Americans 
have accqited ambassadoishqis as political 
t^ointees; they also served mainly in Af- 
rica. Only two African American am- 
bassadors have served in Western nytiAiw 
and only one each in Asia and tbe Mi<^ 
East 

Francophone leaders are tumiog away 
from tiriogs French. Mali’s celebrated 
President Alpha Oumar Konaid, who has 
become something of a cuh figure in Af- 
rican development hmnan ng^ ch^ 
cles, posonmes tins tread. He was ed- 
ucated at London U ni veraity’s School of 
Oriental and African Stuifies. 1 intend to 
visit our aid mission [in M^,” said ouIp 
going US Secretary of State Wanen 
Chiiscophra' befexe his African tour a 
cotqile of months Mali has the larg- 
est Peace Corps endeavour in Africa. 
“Mali was frinakly cbosen Riy Qnis- 
tr^iber] in tecognitioQ of tiie tremendous 
progress made in some of toe most dif- 
ficult omditions in all of Afiica. The td- 
im^ of doDOcracy there, I dunk, is 
peoally praiseworthy because of tiie 
economic conditions they face and the 
problems tii^ faced with tiie tribes in toe 
DMto,” Chrioopher eiqilained He was re- 
fening to the quelling of the Tuareg gq>- 
aiatist rebellion supported by Libyan 
leader Muamxnar Q««iwifi — an African 
leads’ who both Paris and Washington 
have serious misgivings about 
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Al-Ahrann A Diyvan 
of contemporary life 


In three succeasive- issues, between 20 
to 23 December 1902, Al-Ahram de> 
voted most of its frwt page and a por- 
tion of its seco^. ps^ to a series on' 
^The Sdence of Medicme and its Dr- 
igms." It was one of tbe most del^tfiil 
series featured by the newqjapM'. 

The first .tnsalmeDt cqi«ed wifli a 
definition of me^ciae. lliis science, it 
said, had hs origins atnong the ancient 
peoples of ChmB, India, Babylon and 
As^rria and pardoilatly among the An- ■ 
dent Egyptians. In this context, it cited 
Herodotus' observatiao that Egyptians 
“are the healthiest people and the most 
pnidait'm mattm of healHi, Tb^' had 
medical books which describe assorted 
cures dating fium the age of.die Pha- 
raoh Khufu. They were copied under 
the 12th Dynasty and they were cif- 
colated amoi^pfaysictfns.’' ' 

The second mstalmot was dedicated 
to medicme among the Andent Qreda. 
Here it dted Bippocraties, after whom 
was namorf the femonia QOth 
those who have received a degree in 
medicine. Hiis celebrated physidan 
“coDected and compiled tbe k^wledge 
of his age and added to it the kn^ledge 
be acqmzed tfaroogh precise observa- 
tion. So prolific was his wodt be 
was called the ''^kt of medicme*'. He 
said die aiQ conveyed through 

the medium of food and the dr and that 
their cuigins must be sot^bt m water, 
die air, foe home and tbe seasons of the 
year. 

Tbe third instafahent treated medicme 
in foe Arab worid Tbe Arabs, h said, 
"initiated a new renaissance Jn foe study 
of mediciDe. Th^ glean^ ' ufoat they 
could of foe fragments of Greek writ- 
ings that came down to dian, eaqianded 
on this knowledge through .research and 
examination aid excelled in the arts of 
foagpods, des c r ip t h a and classifica- 
tion.'' 

Al-Ahram featured this 'series on the 
occasion of tbe medied conference foat 
was held in Cairo at foat time, foe fiia 
intemalMRiBl gafoeiing hosted 1^ the 
Egyptian c^tal in modem bistt^. It 
was not an onfinaiy confirepce by any 
standards. .. .. 

Tbe origifls of this conference date to 
over a year earlier when, on 30 June 
1901, the Khedive Abbas n met with 
senior physicians who proposed to him 
foe idea hS "bolding a m^cal confer- 
ence in the Egyptian capital in tbe win- 
ter of 1902, in order to discuss foe caus- 
es and symptoms of endemic diseases 
and methods of p r eventiem and then to 
publish the jffoceedings of the confer- 
ence. His Rc^ Hi^mess demon s trated 
great -enfou^sm for tiio-pn^ect and 
promised the ifoysidans fo^ he would 
personaUyspoiisoriL''vf/-i/fAnm added 
foal it leam^ that foe conference would 
comprise of three sections: cme on inter- 
oal medicine, a second on surgery and a 
third on oojlar diseases. 

On 3 July 1901. Al-Ahram stqipUed 
fonher detaOs on foe foriheoming con- 
ference. Given foat the committee to 
charge of tbe conference bad begun 
pr ep a ra ti ons riuKtiy after foe meeting 
wifo the khedive, one notes foe pres- 
ence of that vital element of planning 
neoessaiy for the success of such inter- 
nationa] conventions. More than a year 
in advance, the date and venue of foe 
confeieiice haul been It would be 
held from 10-15 Deceofoer 1902 in the 
School of Medicine. Tbe plaimers also 
decided to create ' a committee cmi- 
sisting of 55 physidaDS, "each of whom 
will pay LES, and every Egyptian ifoy- 
sician who attends foe coaference will 


1 



in December 1902, Cairo hosted the 
first international conference in its 
modem history. It was a medical 
gathering to discuss endemic dis> 
eases in Egypt and other hot-dimate areas and methods of 
prevention. Besides more than 300 physicians, some 180 
doctors from Europe and the US attended. By dint of careful 
advance planning, the conference was a great success de- 
spite a controversy among Egyptian doctors over prepara- 
tions. Dr Yunan Labib Rizk tells the story, based on 
AM/i/afTT’s extensive coverage. 



pay a fee of LEI." At foe oEfidal level, 
"all uatioos wiH be invited to send del- 
egates," and on a personal level, "in- 
vitations win be di^tobed to all skilfiil 
practitioneis." Tbe pro gram me would 
be to discuss diseases endemic in Egypt 
"and then to discuss tbe science of med- 
icine amoi% the Arabs, to Anb med- 
icine has a. substantial histoy and con- 
side^le benefits to impart." 

Tbe committee also devoted much at- 
teotitm fo foe necessary practical ar- 
rangements • for tranqioit and ac- 
commodation. It airang^ wifo various 
shipping companies to have the foreign 
particiiMnts brought to Egypt at half the 
usual cost Al-Ahram took thei op- 
portunity to urge tbe Egyptian Railways 
Authority to offer fine tranqxnrt to all 
the conference partidpaots, "be na- 
tive Egyptian ^ysicians or foreigners, 
because Egypt needs this cottfereDce." 
The newqMpcr was certain foat foe gov- 
ernment would "lend considoable fi- 
nancial assistance to aid this confer- 
ence, because we have teamed diat all 
foe officials who were notified of it wel- 
comed tbe news vrifo great enfoosiasin.’’ 

As preparatitHis advanced, die confer- 
ence tqqieaicd to take on the character- 
istics of a major t o t ei naii onal event 
Partidpants who were scheduled to de- 
liver p;^)eis, referred to by Al-Ahram as 
"reports'*, were expected to send diem 
in to the conferenoe mgaiiiseis before 
IS October 19(0. Each speaker would 
be 9 ven a maximum of bw an hour to 
presoit his papa. Tbe official lan- 
guages were restricted to French sod 
Arabic, alfoough it would be petmitted 
for a speaker to deliver his ineseiitarian 
m Goman, Pnglfeh G r eek or on 
tbe condition foat be suhnitted a 
opsis in French. Egyptian paiticqiants 
were reqfored to have *^)btiuned an of- 
ficial licence to practise medicme in 
Egypt" 

Wifo preparations on such a prom- 
ising course, it would not have occuned 
to anyone diat foe ennfe nenea mi^t be 
"a sifoject of envy and fiactiousaess," 
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as Al-Ahram put it One of the news- 
pqier^ perhaps Al-Muqattam, began to 
opffl hs pages to protest As Al-Ahram 
co mm e n ts, "First one doctor began, 
diMi diey became two, foen gradt^y 
others became aware and added their 
voices. Each claimed a cause for objec- 
tion, foon^Ms colleagues mi^t be un- 
aware of such a cause. Tbe only factor 
tbQF had in cesnmoa was protest for foe 
sake of protest One contingent com- 
plained that they riiould have been 
elected ch aiimau , another that their 
tqiimons were not heeded, a third that 
the conference was not befog organised 
dirougb dw proper channels because 
such conferences should essentially be 
foe -fiinction of scientific societies and 
state 'academies." 

Al-Ahram deplored such protests and 
asserted that foey would not hamper foe 
conference. It will be successful, (jod 
willing. Even if only Egyptian phy- 
sicians participate that will be sufficieot 
for us a^ to our govemment'' 

The organising committee added its 
voice to that of Al-Ahram in replyfog to 
the protesters. It rested its case on sever- 
al facts. Fitsdy, foe otganisers argued, 
die participants who are invited to at- 
tend such conferences in Europe "are 
not sdentific academies or medical as- 
sociations. to whatever status such in- 
stitutions enjoy, they do not have an of- 
ficial capacity in sucb cases. This is 
because doctors are en^iged in a free 
profession and they do not have a boss 
fo^ have to obey." Secondly, foe com- 
mittee argued foat its coiui^on with 
foe government does not give it an of- 
ficial cqncity and foat the govern- 
ment's assisteoce "does not exceed foe 
contributions which the government be- 
stows on rfo activities in foe country 
foat may eocourage foe adi^nceanent of 
science aiul benefit foe human com- 
snini^.** The committee stressed foal it 
had mcluded among its 63 members 32 
doctors fiom the Egyptian Medical As- 
sociation, all of whom were members of 
die association's board of directoR. .As 
a result, it concluded, 
there should be no 
grounds to complaints 
w grievances, and 
urged concord and har- 
mony. The re- 
nxnstiating doctors re- 
TTwifiwH unconvinced. 
To tbem. tbe com- 
mittee's answer reeked 
of bias, and foey en- 
trusted Dr Shibli Shu- 
wifo responding 
on their behalf. Dr Shu- 
mefl puUished a 
lengthy article in Al- 
Muqattam in which be 
atte m pted to refute the 
aigameots Irid out in 
the communiciuf issued 
by tbe committee and 
signed by its chairman, 
Abati Fariia. 

For several days, Al- 
.4hrum maintained si- 
lence on tiiis issue. 

Ri nmhially , howe\’Cr, it 

felt .that it had no aJ- 
temalive but to breric 
This silence wben it per- 
ceived foat “foe voices 
of the doctors reached 
its hipest pitch" and 
some of tile most "fer- 
vid men of leanung" 
had joined the ranks of 
die protesters. The so- 
lution it proposed was 
to tnanwain foe original 
conqiositioo of foe 
committee but to re- 
voke to decisions it 
hail taVgn Then to 
society would 
bold a plenary session 
in vfoich to members 
would "deliberate to 
rules and cooditioiis for 
pa rt i cip ating in to con- 
ference, to agenda and 
other procedural as- 
pects.” 

Having propos e d this 
cor npr o m ise, to news- 
paper announced that it 
would no lODgCT pub- 
lish iwwng pertaining to 
individuals involved in 
the dispote. *^owever, 
if to matter should in- 
^ve to ways of 
reaching consensus, 
over the coaference 
and ensuring itS SUC- 
Al-Ahram's arms 


are open.” 

As one follows foe newspaper over 
foe summer of 1901 one learns that Al- 
Ahram's hopes of resolving the issue 
were sbanenri. Once again, it found it- 
self in to position of having to embroQ 
itself in to debate, althou^ it had re- 
solved that to article U published in its 
17 July edition would be "our word of 
truth to end of to a^umenL” 
Under tbe headline "Protest over to 
medical conference*’, Daoiid Borakat, 
one of foe rising stars at Af-Ahram at to 
time, bod . his tongue firmly planted in 
his cheek wben be wrote, "This protest 
is like a disease-bearing microbe. Either 
it is conveyed by a carrier to all quarters 
of to city or it is aiibcwne, propelled in 
space from to heads of foe protesters to 
other people's heads. Some have voiced 
objections because they fear that if they 
do not get a seat in to conference tb^ 
might lose their clients; others compIaiD 
thnr they were not invited even though 
foey are doctors; yet others insist that 
they know more about Egyptian dis- 
‘ eases than all to conference men put to- 
gether." The author held that the first 
sort — those afraid of losing their cli- 
ents — were to most sinc ere . Despite 
the protests, Baiakat cotKhided that to 
conference would not founder. “The 
govenunent now has a stake in its suc- 
cess. It has vested its money and the 
highest officials have given it (heir 
baddng and promised more siqjporL 
Tbe government, therefore, will pay lit- 
tle heed to objections.” 
ft was not untfl Abati Pasha tendered 
his resignation from the chairmanship of 
foe organising committee and was re- 
placed by Itvahim Hasan P asha that to 
protests subsided. Al-Ahram con- 
gratulated Abati Pariia for his altmism, 
which it considered "clear proof of his 
desire to ensure to success of to con- 
ference which is in the best interests of 
the natioiL It is to be hoped that this will 
provide sufficient inspiration to foe pro- 
testers to relent in their squabbling ^ 
to devote toir energies to to success of 
to conference and foe welfere of to 
people." This time. Al-Ahram's prayers 
were answered. Contention subsided 
and tbe organisers set about dispatebing 
invitations abroad and fiTiaiUing prep- 
aratioDS. 

During to few wedts preceding to 
conference, to date for which had been 
shifted to 19 December 1902, final 
touches were added to foe programme. 
It was decided tot on 23 Etecembe^ at 
foe conclusion of to conference, tire 
Council of Ministers would hold a re- 
ception for all the participants. It was 
also deaded that foe Alexandrian doc- 
tors would form a reception cfunmittee 
to greet foe delegaticHis arriving from 
Europe and "to take them on a tour of 
foe hospitals and on an outing in Kom 
Al-Sbaqafa." Meanwhile, to mganising 
committee in Cairo made other arrange- 
ments for entertaining the foreign 
guests. Plans included a cruise on to 
Nile to foe barrage at AJ-QanateT Al- 
Khayriya, a trip to to Pyramids, a visit 
to foe zoo at Giza and a ball at Abdin 
Palace. 

On I December, foe conference’s sec- 
retariat committee took up offices in to 
Hotel Continental in orto to greet and 
register participants. Tbe filst con- 
tingent would be foe Italians, followed 
by to Germans and Austrians, Rus- 
sians, Romanians, and the particqjaos 
from Istanbul and Greece. 

Al-Ahram begged its readers pei- 
nrission to allocate a special section of 
its front page to this conference. After 
all. its readm knew "from the moment 
foe govenuneDi began to lend its siq>- 
poTt to tins conference and to momenr 
foat some neu^iapers moved to resist it, 
foat we consideto this ofqiosition a 
form of hostility against Eg^ for to 
gathering of 500 scientists under 
Egypt's skies offers to grea^ tes- 
timony to how much it merits this bless- 
ing. Egypt is working alongside Europe 
for the a^anceraem of science." 

On Friday morning 18 December, to 
Roy^ Opera House opened its doors to 
foe inaugural ceremonies. What could 
be more apt than following these events 
first-hand along with Al-Ahram’s cor- 
respondent on to scene, Daoud Bar- 
akat? The participants. Barakat writes, 
‘foegan arriving at to Opera House at 
9anL By 5pm it had filled with a best of 
eminent men of science, including 12 
(jermans, two Americans, 13 Britons, 
32 Ausnians, three Belgians, 23 French- 
men, 17 itaHans, ]S Russians, ei^ 
Swiss and one Spaniard. After 5pm 
there were more arrivals, until to num- 
ber of foreign doctors attetidmg the cer- 
emonies reached ] 80." 

In addition to Xx>rd and Lady Cromer 
and Prince Mobamed, to brother of to 
kb^ve, Baiakat also noted numerous 
"eminent ladies of status" gracing the 
box sgah: He was also struck by foe fact 
that foe participants occiqiied to st^ 
while foe representatives of foe press 
were seated in to orchestra pit 
At 10 o'clock foe khedive arrived and 
delivered a short opening address in 
French. He expressed his gratiaide to 
tbe many foiet^ scientists who had un- 
dertaken to arwous voyage in order to 
attend foe conference, foe purpose of 
which was to discuss diseases endemic 
to hot climates. Egypt, he said, was to 
ideal location for sud a confe r e n ce "in 
view of its climate and its geograffoical 
location which makes it foe link be- 
tween foe Occident and the Orient” 
Following tbe khedive, foe chainnan 
of to conference. Ibrahim Hasan Pasba, 
deh'vei^ a welcoming address in Ar- 
abic. He reminded bis audience that to 
conference was being held in tbe land of 
foe pharaohs, known for toir advance- 
ment in the sciences and the world of 
medicine. 

At the eixl of foe conference it was de- 
cide to hold aaotfaer one five years lat- 
er, also in Cairo. 
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In the context of the priuatizatijon 
progrean <xhndxicted by the government of 
the Arab Republic of Egypt 


Holding Company For Chemical 
Industries 
(SAH^EQ 

In conjunction with 



Commercial 
Intematioxial 
Bank (Egypt) 
SA.E 



Commercial 
Intematioiial 
Investment Company 
(SJV.E) 


Sale of 34»200 shares representing a 38% 
ownership stake in 

Chloride Egypt (S.A.E.) 

owned by 

General Company for Batteries 

(Affiliated Company) 

TO STRATEGIC BUYERS THROUGH A COMPETITIVE 
BIDDING PROCESS 


Background Information 


Company Name 
Legal Status 


Year of Incorporation 
Fiscal Year Eng 
Authorized & Paid in 
Capital 

Number of Shares 

Par Value/Share 
Company Operations 


Factory & Head 
Offices 


: Chloride Egypt S.A.E. 

: Shareholding company 
established under Law No. 43 of 
1974 amended by Law No. 230 of 
1989. 

1980 

March 31^ 

EGP 9 Million 

: 9,000 shares 

(not listed on the Stock Exchange). 
:EGP 100 

: Manufacture of car and industrial 
batteries, including batteries used 
in trains, communication and 
computer under the brandname 
Chloride through a licensing 
agreement with Chloride U.K. 

: Abu Rawash Industrial Area 
{30 km north of Cairo}. 




Information memorandum and bid documents (in 
English or Arabic) may be obtained from the 
Financial Advisors starting Tuesday December 
10, 1996 against a non-refundable payment of 
US$ 500 per copy. 


General Rules & Conditions: 


• Bids are to be delivered to the Financial Advisors io a 
sealed envelope addressed to the Holding Company for 
Chemical Industries no later than noon on Thursday 
January 16th, 1997. Any bid received after the 
aforementioned time will be returned unopened and will 
not be considered. 

• Bids are to be accompanied with a preliminary insurance 
equivalent to 2% of the proposed bid value in the form 
of an unconditional and irrevocable advance payment 
letter of guarantee confirmed by a first class bank 
registered with the Central Bank of Egypt and 
acceptable to the Fmancial Advisor. 

• All envelopes will be opened and their contents listed in 
the presence of the Holding Company for Chemical 
Industries, the Financial Advisor and all the parties who 
have submitted bids immediately after the closing time 
for bid receival mentioned above. 


For more informatioii jdease contact: 


Commercial latemational Bank/Commercdal 
International Investment Company 

General Manager 
Investment Banking Division 
NUe Tower B uilding 

21^ Charles De GanUe St,, (Previoii^y Giza St.) 
Giza -Egypt 
6th Floor 

Telephone: 5701949-5731541-5703043 
Fax: 5703172-5702691-5712362 
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AiPAC’s shadows 

The Domioatioas of Madeleine Albright as secretary of state 
and William Cohen as head of die Department of Defence have 
caused a ^xxi deal of anxiety dnoi^iout the Arab world Per- 
haps, justifiably so. Neither Albri^i nor Coben have made a 
mystery of their Isr^i sympatUes. And, oeiAer of the two has 
left a doubt in anyone's mind *ttpi the Arabs, notably the Pal- 
estinxans, are low on their list of pnoritia- ^ i to 

Their biases, however, beg the ({uesnon of vdiether the US 
will play a leading role in the conclusion of a just and _coin- 
pidwiisl^ peace in the rt^ion. It is Clinton, not anyone in his 
Cabinet, who is responsible for the outlining of US domestic 
and foreign policy objectives. In pan, therefore, the future of 
regional peace hinges on how well Clinton can balance the 
promises he made to the regiooaf players with those proffered 
to a R^blican-led Congress and the American electorate. 

Albright's re^nsibilities as head of the State Department 
would, in cfiecL be an expansion of her duties as the US's am- 
bassador to the UN. But instead of being Christopher’s batebet- 
woman, she would — or rather, should — be Clinton '& But 
can the re-elected president successfully stand firm against a 
Congress that has every inclination to be as Israeli as ^ 
set, even after the recent ruling on the status of the right wing 
American Zionist oiganisation, AlPAC? 

Past experience, os evidenced by Clinton's first term in of- 
fice, indi^tes that rather dian stand fmo on his convicrions, be 
has ’plsy^ the happy-go-lud^ moderate, seeking, as often as 
possible, to please as many people he could. 

Similarly, Clinton has yrt been unabie to prove that he has the 
mettle to inipart to Netanyahu the logical benefits to be realised 
fiom concluding a peace settlement that takes into accoimt the 
consideration, needs and ri^ts ofall parties involved. He is, ba- 
sically, unwilling to do more than offer the most embarrassed 
fiown. thrown in tbe direction of the Israeli premier. Albright 
and Cohen, noted for their Zionist sympathies and less-than- 
subtle approach to diplomacy, are perhaps the least likely mem- 
bers of Clinton’s Cabinet to mrtiate a reversal of this treixL 
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The lessons of a decade 


The Arab Nation stands on the threshold of an era 
ofgrt^ oppoflunity, and is poised to enter a pe- 
riod of unprecedented economic growth pro- 
viding, of course, that it is capable of stabilising 
an environment conducive to coopciation and en- 
hanced integration. At such a juncture it seems 
qTportune to examine our experiences, particular- 
ly dining die past decade and a half, experiences 
at times seemed ha/sh but which have, nooo 
tbel^ brought us to tbe brink of realisable ec- 
onomic progress. 

Many conunentatots have atnftuted tbe ftulure 
of tbe dream of Arab economic iotegiatioQ in the 
past few dfflpriffs to tbe lack of the necessary will. 
But this view is a little too simplistic. Infeg^atioQ, 
after all, cannot be built on good mtentioos. It re- 
quires solid foundations. And in assessing whether 
these are now in place it is necessary to examine 
tiie political and economic conditioos that have 
prevailed in die Arab worid over tbe past 15 yeans. 

Ever since the oil price hike at the end of 1 973 
the region's oil producing countries have com- 
manded e i flraonlinarily Ugh revenues. These 
peaked m 1980, when tb^ were estimated at 
S206 billion, after which they be^ to decline. 
By 1986 they bad reached one quarter of thetr 
1980 levels. But the crucial issue here is the man- 
ner in wUch these huge surpluses were invested. 

For various reasons the tpqori^ of investments 
went outside tbe Arab regjoiL Opportunities for 
(kmestic investment within tbe on-rich Gulf couo- 
tnes were limited while non-oil producing Arab 
countries placed too many obstacle in the way of 
potential investors. Yet in retrospect funneling 
enormous levels of investment to the West has 
come to seem less advantageous than h once did 

The bulk of Arab oil revenues were dqiosrted 
in Western ba«k^ and as the accumulated interest 
out-stripped Che absorption capacities of the ail 
producers* domestic economies, ever greater 
sums were re-deposited b foreign banks. Yet 
^ven tbe rocketing inflation that characterised 
the latter half of tbe seventies and the wild fluc- 
niations b exchange rates durbg tbe first half of 


In the eighb’es the Arab 
world was plunged into a 
seemingly endless 
recession. Now, though, 
the region looks set for 
economic take-off. 
Ibrahim Nafie 
examines the lessons to 
be learned from the past 
15 years 


the ei^des, tbe real value of deposits de- 
preciated. 

This ts not to imply chat all Arab investments 
abroad were a ^iure. Howe\’er, such in- 
vestments did not realise ibe potential that sound- 
er InvestmcDl polkies would have achiev’ed. Of 
course, any proper evaluation of the Gulf coun- 
tries* investment polides must take into account 
the political ciicumstances then prevailing in the 
Gulf. 

The eruption of the Iran-Iraq War at tbe end of 
1980 for^ the Gulf countries to spend vast 
amoimts of mimey oq security, absorbing much 
of the accumulatnl oD revenues. Then, hardly 
h^ the firn Gulf War ended in 1988. than tbe re- 
gion was again plun^d into turmoil following 
Iraq’s invasion of Kuwait 

If the denies was a difficult decade for the oil 
rich GuiC rt was worse still for non-oil producing 
Arab nations, most of which faced rocketing for- 
eign debts and plummeting rates of growth. Un- 
employment reached unprecedented levels and 
dcfGriis in national budgets and in trade balances 
spirall<^ out of control. Tbe eighties, the- “lost 



decade" with regard to devclopmem in the Third 
World, was aiso'a time of ixoDomic catastrophe 
for the Arab world. 

Of course, it would be grossly simplistic to as- 
sert that eighties was negative in ail respects, 
litt rich Gulf countries saw enormous progress 
in terms of infiasDiiCiure development, as well as 
in the diveisification of their economies. Nor 
should wc forget that these countries furnished 
hiliions of dollars in aid to the poorer Arab coun- 
tries and contributed to tbe alleviation of un- 
employment by providing miUions of job op- 
ponunities for Ar^ labourm. 

In turn, the billions of dollars of remittances 
Irom .Arab workers in tbe Gulf cootribured to 
the economies of the poorer countries which 
had suffered a deartii of foreign exchange. The 
influx of foreign curreitcy from abroad, whether 
m the form of aid, loans or reroittances. en- 
abled these countries to upgrade their infra- 
structures. This said, the actual economic de- 
velopment achieved on both the regional and 
national levels was far less than the ambitions 
generated and the of^ommities made available 


by the adjusttnent in oil prices that bad fol- 
lowed the October War. 

In conclusion, the 

ies was for from conducive to joint i^ab action. 

The rapid changes that beset 

countries and the general 

mtentational developments 

si-bility of mass cxpfflditure on 

iects. Nevertheless, every ckwd has a aJvw 1^ 

nig and there are several important teSMOS to be 

learned from tbe experience of tbe 

DevcIopmenL whether at nation^ ot 
A rab level is not buiJi on avaiT^le espim akw. 
Economic under-developmem is not a 
ofcapital scarcity alone. Such a view overiooks 
the importance of the quantity and qi^ M 
available human resources, tbe avail^Wy of 
managerial and ixganisational skflte and the ne- 
cessity of investment in new technology. 

A second bnportant lesson is that sound ec- 
onomic development can never grow fiom erratic 
crisis managemenL It is essential to de^ ec- 
onomic po^cs c^ble of acting as a buffer aiM 
witfastazidiag tbe inevitable crises. Eco nomic 
progress can only be built m Wanced attempts 
to remedy budgetary deficit in both ridi and 
poor Arab countries, sometiung that has, by and 
large, already been achieved. Equally, the ^ 
hg^.wt competitive capacity of Arab produ ctive 
sectors, within both domestic mtcmatioi^ 
markets, has ^so placed the region on a muim 
betrer footing. The rehabilitation of file private 
sector in many Arab countries also bodes well for 
tbe ftiture. 

Tbcre remains, however, fiic most mqioitant 
lesson of all. No single Arab country will be 
able to effectively contribute to efforts geared 
towards Arab economic integrwon unless it first 
understands tbe benefits that it will reap_ from 
this process. Economic integntioo is predicated 
upon a very differenl and far more comply 
concept, than that governing j^Ianthropic md 
yn f] solidarity among Ar^ nations, however de- 
sirable that is. 


Edward Said on talking to Israelis 

Invoking Edward Said's latest contribution to the debate over the role of intellectuals (A/-Ahram 
IVeek/y, no 302), Mohamed Sid-Ahmed reiterates the need for an alternative Arab strategy 


It is clear form Edward Stud’s article in Al-Ht^tu of 
4 December, entitled: "Which Israel should wc talk 
to?” (publish^ in last week's issue of Al-Ahram 
Wee^ under the title “Knocking on tfac wrong 
dom^ that the author ts not opposed in principle to 
engaging in dialogue with Istvlis, especially in the 
absem of a credible tnilitafy option. What be is 
opposed to is 6at the Labour Ptiny should be con- 
sidered a potential partner for peace, for, in his 
opinion, Netanyahu's policies are an intransigent, 
ugly extension of Labour Party policies. 

that this assessment is not in coatradiction with 
mine is bome out by the article I wrote in Al-tyasat 
on 1 1 November, in which I pointed out that “in 
calltng f<x Netanyahu's isolation, 1 was not pro- 
posing his replacement fay Peru... whose era has 
gone never to return... Nor should it return. For 
^res* visioa of peace remaioed, in essence, a p^ 
ject to subonlinate file Arabs to Israel’s will 
WoRse, his indeciriveness contributed to Ne- 
tanyahu's vktoiy. When 1 proposed an Arab strat- 
egy aimed at isobting Netanyahu, I meant a strat- 
egy aimed at cultivating aitetnativc currents in 
Israeli society, whose credibility as peace forces 
would te detennined by fiieir Ibvourable response 
to file legitimate Arab demaods." 

Accoreiing to Edward Said, those forces are more 
likely to be found among “Tbe Jews from Arab 
countries wbo ronain opinessed within tbe largely 
Aabkensri-docninated system...*' as weU as 
among “mdepmdent intellectuids, artists, university 
students and {xofessms, whose social positions and 
intellectual vocations permit a much greater degree 
of reoeptivi^ to and tolerance of die idea of Pal- 
escnuan natiooal rights and indepeadeoce". He 
does not exclude, a (xion. ail members and sym- 
pafiusers of Israel's Labour Party. This, too. is an 
assessment that does not differ substantially from 
mine, diough 1 would express the reservation that 
many Jews fiom Arab countries like, for instance, 
Netanyahu's foreign nunister, David Levy, can turn 
out to be partcularty hawkish. 

To my mind, die inqiortanoe of Edward Said's ar- 
ticle lies in that it has removed a weapon from tbe 
hands of those who clmmed he diared their views 
with regard to the boycott question, and who in- 
voked his status and credibility to lend credence to 
tbor call lor tbe total boycott ofall Israelis. Tbw 


claim has been refuted by Said’s article, and they 
can no longer use his name to deepen the rrft in 
Arab ranks between tbtse uho call for a dialogue 
with peace-oriented Israelis and those who call for 
the b^ott ofall Israelis. 

According to a news item in the same issue of.^A 
in which Said's article appeared, a popular 
Egyptian delegation mad^ up of rqTreseotatives 
from tbe Tagaimu, the Nasserist, Labour. Wafd 
and Liberal parties, from the Musto Brothers and 
the Communists, f^m committees opting nor- 
malUatioQ of relations with Israel hade un- 
ions, as well as artists, writers, and journalists, is in 
Yemen to take pan in an ali-Arab conference 
against oonnalisaiion. And so the lines of battle are 
«Jrawn, pitting Arab against Arab insiettl of dis- 
pladng the l^e to Israel The dangers of this 
sharp polarisation m Arab ranks rmisi be pre- 
empted at all cost. 

Here the Arabs are faced with two tasks, one pro- 
cedural, one substantive. On the procedural level 
inter-Arab dialogue must take precedence over any 
ofiier. And, to be constructive, H must be bulli on 
complete transparency. I was once asked by an au- 
dien^ vinrieotiy opposed to the normaiis^on of 
relations witii Israel whether 1 would be prepared to 
go to Israel I replied that I could not commit my- 
self to not going whatever tbe conditions. But. I 
added. “1 can commit myself to never going on my 
o\)^ without 3 coflecUve decision by forces who 
ciqoy credibility and whom i resp^ including 
people with whom I now differ on this matter com- 
pletely. Of course, we would have to define just 
who fiiosc forces are and what 'credibility' means 
in this context” Is other words, my frame of refer- 
eace is tbe Arab counterpart of (be forces oien- 
tioned by Edward Said as acceptable intcriocutors 
in Israel i.e. foiees for whom the cause of prace 
takes precedence narrow interest and motiva- 
tioo. 

On substance. 1 bdieve tbe inter-Aiab debate 
should be focused not on boycott or normalisation, 
or even on whether the boycott should be total or 
selective buL rather, on coming up with a dear def- 
ioition of what peace means in the specific condi- 
tions of the Ar^lsraeli conflict. More precisely, 
can 'peace' for tbe Arabs becoiae somcUui^ more 
than mere tactics dictated by a cuncnily un- 


fax Durable balance of power? Do they have a cm- 
cretc picture of what peace should entail as a stra- 
tegic option? Then, what is meant by ^land' as used 
in the land-for-peace formula forming the corner- 
stone of the entire peace process? Is it the land ly- 
ing within (he borders established in the 1947 UN 
partition plan, whfain tite post- '48 war boundaries, 
within the pre-‘67 war boundaries or within the 
wider borders which resulted from Israel's with- 
drawal fiom “territories” and not fiom “the ter- 
ritories' it occupied in '67? And what are the mo- 
dalities of 'peace'? Are we talking about a simple 
armistice liL: tbe one that prevail^ after *48. or a 
“peace” without diplonatic relations as before '67. 
or with full nonnalisatioa. as now required? 

I do not thinif the very notion of 'peace' is accqit- 
able from an .Arab vantage point as long as Israel 
has not convinced the Arab, poro'es. by deeds and 
not by wordsi that hs presence in t^ Middle East 
can be more advantageous to them than its absence. 
But bowio reconcOe this assumption with the Zioo- 
isi project which places the interests of the Jewish 
people above anydung else? For this contradiction 
to be overcome, Israel's presence in the region 
must be seen to contribute to tbe promotion of fac- 
tors of 'abundance' in place of ite present factors 
of'scarcliy* widespread throughout the region, in- 
deed. any intruder in an environment of 'scarcity' is 
bound to be peredved as an aggressor, and will 
continue to be so perceived e\’en if it agrees to sign 
cooiractual peace agreements. 

In previous writmgs on bow to break this vicious 
circle, I proposed that a scientifidtecbnoiogical 
breakthrough on desalinating sea-water could make 
water come to symbolise 'abundance*, exactly as 
'desert' ihroughouttfaeMiddleEBStDowsteadsasa 
symbol of 'scarei^*. of land uncxploited by maa. 
But land in the Middle East bas a spiritual and not 
only a material value. No solution of tbe Arab- 
Israeli conflict is conceivable without isiaers res- 
titution of occupied Arab land, without a Pal- 
estinian state with its capital in Jerusalem, without 
relations built on mutual confidqice; not on mutual 
threat, without the de-nuclearisation of the eotiie re- 
gion. 

The situation has become so critical that every- 
ching sbouid be tested, inefudiog tliinidDg tbe un- 
thhtirable. Are tbe Arabs iqi to the challenge? 


The economics of peace 

By Naguib Mahfouz 

Successful develop- 
ment presupposes two 
basic conditions — do- MHflfp.' ' 
mestic stability and re- 
gkmal peace. We *’■ 

should be graceful 
therefore, that in terms '* 
of domestic stability y 

Egypt bas ' achieved 
much, as witnessed by the un- 
precedented level of attendance at the 
latest MENA economic confoicatce re- 
vealing the intemationa] business emn- 
muohy's confidence in Egypt's polit- 
ical st^ility. 

'n^ contiBSts ifiiaiply with tiie second 
pfecoodMon, r^jonal stabibty. The fall- 
out from the stal^ process is aJ- 
icad^ nudeing Hself »L not least in Is- 
rael where statistics tev^ a steady de- 
cl^ in foreign hvestments. .smee 
' Netanyahu, came., to.. powen*,«'t Un- 
fortun^y, tbpu^ die n^ative eSeeb 
of Nctany^u's obstructiooist ptdicies 
vis-a-vis the peace process will not be 
limited to Israel alone but pose a threat to 
i the taaiu o m ic future of the eiitirei^jon. 

I To secure the economic future of the 
peoples of the region we must fost se- 
cure a compieheosive peace. But is 
such a peace possible when the f i re s e nt 
Israeli govennnent refuses to iiqple- 
ment already agreed iqwn commit- 
menls? Intematioosl prenure; which is 
mounting steadily — the MENA IB 
coniereDce was a inrfjgafinn of this 
mood, as is tbe increasing criticism of 
Israel in tbe Western me£a should 
go some way towards convindng Ne- 
tanyahu to ebange his attitude towards 
peace. But more inqioitant still is.pres- 
sure fiom within Israel itself. In- 
creasing numbers of Israelis are openly 
voicing their of^iositioD to Ne- 
tanyahu's policies. As their voices 
grow loiider, we must bopie that fiicy 
pressure tfa^ government inio ef- 
fecting the desired change. 

Based on an interview by Mohamed 
Saltnawy. * ■ 


7^ tffusA The bitter truth 


Al-Gomhurias “We oiust admit that the Qatamiya 
and Nasr City binldiog cata s tr oph es can only be de- 
scribed as conuptioo in die true sense of tbe word! What 
has moiiified the people's anger is (bat tbe govennnent 
uncovered this comiption, coSronted it and attei^Red to 
inqiose solutions after demands fiiat it should speedily in- 
ter^ne and take decisive measures agai'na all those re- 
rooosible for such horrible actions.” 

(Samir Ragab. 5 December) 

AkAhalf: The question is definitely bigger (Iran ju.st 
one foulty building or ten or a hundred. It is basically ooe 
of squandering public money on cardboard buildings — 
an action which calls for de^ve measures. But the gov- 
cremeat is evading this on (be pr^xt (hat this pho 
nomeoon exists woridwide and that it had uncovered the 
crime. Yet it is forgetting or overlooking the fact that its 
mefiiods are to blame for what happe^ and what is 
likely to occur again so long as corruption is one of (he 
important institutions of the state. 

(!m 0 Waked. 4 December) 

Al-Wafd: *Tbe Qatamiya catastrophe has shocked all 
Egyptians. They are saying: if that is file slate of build- 
ings erected by the govemmeni how can we blame those 
who erect buildings which collapse on their tenants? The 
bitter truth is that Egyptians now have no faitb in what is 
built by tbe govemmeot because there is no supervision 
or fbllow-up.” 

{EditorirU, 8 ^xmber) 

AKAhrains *Tbe erection of all these buildings in vi- 
olation of specifications is a big disaster in which the 
public and private sectors along with state agencies are 
involved. It means a loss of foith in what is h^pening 
around us. The matter requires speedy action by the gov- 
etiuncQt to set up 8 fut-fioding comminee to uncover 
the truth. Amon^ those structures, tbe laigest of all is 
the one called '^cs* — is it mic that the time has come 
to declare drat il too, has coll^scd?" 

(Salah Montasser, 5 December) 

At-Arabi: ”Tbe smell of eorruptioa is nauseating. 
Wherever you turn you find it There is cornqriion in the 
administiatioD and people have lost their integrity. Mil- 
lionaires multiply like breeding r^Tbils and tbe policy of 
'grab and run* K prevalent. Tbe government declares that 
it is confronting corruption and upholding the ntie of law 
but it does so from a distance and docs not consider itself 
responsible for what is happening. Tbe Minister of Cul- 


ture does cot consider bimsdf re^nsible for museum 
thieves and the Housing Minister for collapsing build- 
ings. Eveiytme talks as if they were bmocent. If all our 
ministers are that alcn, where on caitb docs all this cor- 
ruption come from?" 

(^itorial. 9 December) 

AKAWibars **1 hope that the (^tamiya buildings ca- 
tastrophe will not be used as a pretext to settle old scores 
and tmjusUy involve honest men wbo work for Egypt’s 
good. I bo^ that outsiders wilJ not so iheinscives up as 
prosecutors and Judges and issue unjust rulings not serv- 
ing public interest. I call upon everyone not to interfere 
in the process of law and the investigating bodies — do- 
ing SO would be to uodcrntinc tbe auibority of (he judici- 
ary and violate human rights.” 

(Calal Dwidar, 6 December) 

AI-MussatwaR “It was not enough for Netanyahu to 
sed< to undermine tbe accords Israel signed with the PNA. 
or to continue building settlements, or to oppress the Pal- 
estinians and threatuD to reoccupy ihcir lands, or to threaten 
to wage war against Syria and Lebanon, or to speed up 
plans to Judaisc Jerusalem and even Hdiron. Now he bas 
decided to conspire against tfac Arab govcminenis by tum- 
mg Eur^ agonist th^ oa the gitxmds that they arc un- 
deiTWcratic and do not respect humao rights. As though 
human rigtats, puiticulariy Arab, are res ^ te d in laucl 
where Palestinians' blood is shed daily, tbeir homes are de- 
molished, (heir lands are conBscaicd and they arc even efe- 
oied tbe right to pray in AJ-Aqsa Mosque!” 

(Abdei-Qader Shoheib. 0 December) 

AI^UlFam: “Now wc find an extremist government 
in l^cl which kills womco and children and violates all 
iDtemational resoluttoos. It fills the Occupied Tcr- 
riunics with Jewish settlements inhabited by armed kill- 
ers. It purs4^ a ^it accompli (toiicy which means that 
then; b aotfaiiig to negotiate, while all wc Arabs do is is- 
sue statements of condemnation. And the US, which 
Talks a lot aboul democracy, considers Israel lo be the 
only democraiic state in the region, it stands against the 
whole world in its support for Israel, considering itself 
the guardi^ of a milfaaristic Nazi stale, which violates 
all laws and b ruled by an exirembl terrorist leadership 
wb^ chief aim b exjttasion and hegemony and under- 
mining peace." 
f/hsan Bakr, 8 December) 

CompHed by Hala Saqr 



The ^rews ofMadelehw AlbrigM, IIS seemtaty of stated 
designate, w raised ag^shraly rather than quesSoidnsly, to re- 

*?***” *«eifted aTShLleht. 
The hp^ m a pm^ rounded cheeks end a mmOeulonsav eon- 

haurtyle do net succeed in seltenina thetoShlS 
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Salama A. Salama 

A realistic 
roie 

for Europe 


Sioce Miguel Mardnos, 
European Union envoy to 
die Middle East and 
Spain's ex-ambassador to 
Israel, arrived in Egypt at 
tbe beginning of his Mid- 
dle East toor, the (Erection 
of Eutmean initiatives in 
tbe MiddDe East have be- 
come a little clearer. 

Following ledonal visits 
by the French - presided 
and other hi^-iaxddng Eu- 
ropean ofiBcials, and in 
view of the passivity dis- 
played by tte US in the 
face of Netanyahn's ftihire 
to honour Israel's commit- 
ments, die European Union 
has increasingly been at- 
tempting to define a role 
for itself and to identify 
the peiimeties within 
which h might operate 
without entering into con- 
frontations wift Washing- 
ton or unnecessarily pro- 
voldng IsraeL 

Given the frustration felt 
by .\rabs at Netanyahu's 
continuing intransigence, 
more and more hopes have 
come to be pinned on the 
potential role of tbe Eu- 
ropean Union in getting 
the peace process back on 
traclL 

European initiatives have 
certainly been motivated 
by a recognition of the dis- 
astrous consequences that 
would ensne should tbe 
peace process prove to 
have been st^ra perma- 
nently. Europe fears the 
possi1>Iy det^biBsing ef- 
fects of SDch an eventuality 
north of die Mediteirane^ 
and has «l«> become in- 
creasingly resentful that it 
has bera sidelined into fi- 
nancmg the process with- 
out havipg any say in ks 
direction. The US, monb- 
polisi^ its position as 
principd partner in the 
process, 1^ left Europe 
with no other role than to 
finance infrastructure de- 
velopment projects, bank- 
roll self rule elections, and 
generally pidk up most of 
the bills incurrea since the 
conclusion, of agreements 
in Oslo and Cauxf. 

The dispatch of a &• 
ropean envoy to the Mid- 
dle East is clearly intended 
to revive Europe’s role in 
the region. In an attempt to 
chai^ the general per- 
ception that Washington 
bolds all the cards in this 
particular game. Eim^ is 
toaeasugly focusing on 
the details of the peace 
process. But wary of Israe- 
li hostility to any Eimjpean . 
role in the negotiations — 
a hostility which the US 
shares — Euro^ is at- 
tempting to position itself 
in a complementary role - 
rather than supplementing 
tbe US. 

Any clear-cut definitim 
of a European role will 
stand on its abili^ to agree 
to a unified foreign policy. 
Europe has a long hisduy 
of Arab-European dialogue 
bnt unfortunately state- 
ments issDcd by the Eu- 
ropean Union about tbe 
Middle East have generally 
comprised little more than 
empty rhetoric. 

Any enhanced European 
role naturally begs a num- 
ber of questions. Where 
does the European Union 
stand on tbe building of 
Jewish settlements, on 
tempts to alter the dem- 
ographic of Jerusalem 
or on the violation of ha- 
man rights by the Israelis? 
Will the Eurcniean Union 
be able, tqrenly and clear- 
ly, to condemn those par^ 
lies responsible for bring- 
ing tbe peace process to a 
hah? 

Arab countries, on the 
whole, have welcomed a 
stronger European role in 
the region, am some of 
them have allowed wishful 
thinking to get ti>e better 
of them. The Europeans 
themselves, however, are 
well aware of the Emits of 
tbe role they can pUy. a 
recognition reflected in the 
task which the envoy has 
defined for himself 

Restoring crc^bility to 
the peace process must be- 
gin in Israel, aanong tbe 
ranks of its poUtical par- 
ties, political groi^ and 
the mtellectual elite. Eu- 
rope's role in tbe region 
has, in the past, been 
shown to be more i^usion 
than reality. This said, Eu-' 
rope's new envoy should 
not lose bean. But^ nor 
should he underestimate 
the difficulties tfam are ii> 
volvcd in promoting a fair 
and comimhensive peace 
in the Middle East, one 
that will guarantee the sta- 
bility of all the regitm rath- 
er than simply serving tbe 
ends nf Jeuisb {vessure 
groups and enhancing Is^ 
racU influence. 







An end to isolation 

Tbe UN resolution, aJIowiag Iraq lo sell 51 billion worth of 
oil every 90 days in older to provide for its basic 
bumanitarian needs, is in fact fenc^ in with conditions, 
with large ebunks of tbe annual proceeds being earmarked 
for compensation payments to both Kuwait and to the 
Kurds. 

Under these arrangemeats the average per capita share of 
the proceeds of oil sales for the Kurds will be SO.S per day. 
almost twice as high as for Iraqis. A Further sum will go to 
cover expenses incurred by the UN Special Commission and 
other UN sponsored operations in Iraq. 

Despite the shortcomings of the resolution it was 
welcomed regionally and intcmationally. particularly by 
those who had argued that sanctions were hitting the Iraqi 
people and not the regime. 

Iraq's rcsumpiioD of oil production is expected to lead to 
a slight drop in oil prices, though this is likely to be only a 
temporary pbenomenon. Tbi.';, certainly, is a fact that needs 
emphasising, given anempis by certain US oil hitercsls to 
flic] the differences betw’een Arab oil producing countries 
by claiming that Iraq's production would affect their 
interests, when in fact experience shows 
that cooperation between Arab 
oil-producers is the only surc-Hre method 
of guaranteeing those interests. 

The UN resolution has been warmly ^ 

received by Arab public opinion, not only 
because it alleviates the suffering of the 
Iraqi people but because it presents a 
possibility for Ir^ to return to the Arab 
fold. Tills isolation, inflicted on Iraq by iM^pH 
tbe miscalculations of its regime and by the 
exploitation of those miscalculations by ■ 
international forces, has lasted too long, i 

This week's Soapbox speaker is a social ~ ~ 
sctcmiri and a senior journalist with Fatni 
Al-Gomburia. Abcl©l"Fatt8h 


Quicksand in our eyes 

Projects for regional cooperation are merely cover-ups for the fundamental causes of regional instability, writes Gamil Matar 


A number of projects for tiie fidure of the Middle East 
have been pot forward in the past few months, showing 
the extent of fiiaopean and US concern, about the pro- 
gre^ve deierioialioo of tiw r^iooal shuatioh. Most of 
tbe ideas put forward, however, reveal diat Europe is ei- 
ther aware of its inability to influence the policies of the 
US and Israel, or will mice more atteoqrt to mandate 
^ Arabs a^ tailm their future — one more project in 
tbe Westem empire. Britain, in particular, may adopt the 
methods to vriiich it usually resorts when concluding b- 
tematiana] treaties or establishing regional organisatjons 
directed and mampulated from Westem capitals. 

The Cairo round of tiie MENA confereiice did not ex- 
nctiy achieve what many — inchiding Shimon Peres — 
had envisioned, and it is entirely possible that an atienqit 
to undermine the outcome may yet be made. It is com- 
monly assumed diat multilateral committees, the off- 
shoots of tbe Madrid couference, are already in place and 
flmetior^ at fhO throttle; in reality, they' are totally or 
moslfy inactive-.. Israel’s intentions sand policies singly 
distinguish, first, betMreea emrent uMfividual settlement 
tracks and, secemd, between the settlement tracks and 
tbeir l^jtin^ source, namely the Madrid conference. 
These policies are tbe indirect cause of tbe multilateral 
committees' inactivity. 

Hfty years of Aiab-Israeli conflict have tau^t u$ that 
Israel is not at all oonconed with security maners, but, 
rather, has a deqi-seated phobia of ioternatioDal legal 
terms of reference, like UN resohdioas or international 
agreements — including those agreements to which it is 
party. Tliis pbt^ia is bt^ a cause and a result of Israel’s 
political behaviour. The only term of reference which Is- 
rael bos always staundtiy atfeered to is ihe^ir eccomjm. 

Programmes to exps^ NATO southward are currently 
being envis^ed. While NATO may have its own ob- 
jectives, which are not directly linked to the Arab-Israeti 
coofUd, it can safely be said that those who concepiual- 
ised this expansimi were quite aware of the instability 
generated by the ongoing ccmfiict and the difficulties in- 
volved in rmching a peaceful settlement 

Europeans are coniitemed with develqrments linked to 
poverty or l yiam- They are concerned with direct threats 
to the security of a NATO member, since such a threat 
could easily move northwards. Certain countries in south- 
ern Enrope are wearied about fee ejqxmrion of NATO to 
fee fearing feg* this may hhnier expansion to fee 
sonth. Plans to establish a rapU deployment force in the 


Meditenanean r^on were announced suddenly. Yet 1 
see no marked difference between plans to expand fee or- 
ganisation to tbe south, and fee e^ablishment of a rapid 
deployi^t force in fee Mediterranean. 

The difference, if any, remains one of form rather than 
substance. It is assuni^ that any southward etqnnsion 
will ostensibly take place to protect fee countries of fee 
region' against attacks by a "common enemy'’. In other 
wor^ NATO would not protect countries like Jordan 
and Ltfeanon against IsraeU aggression. Israel is not an 
enemy of NATO, and is not likely to become one in tbe 
foreseeable future. On tte other hand, a i^id deployment 
force would presumably aim to protect fee security and 
interesis of fee region against any acts of violence which 
might take place along the soufeern coast of the Med- 
itenanean. Theoretically q>eakhig, this force could be 
used against an Arab state, or against groiq» protected or 
^nsored by that state, even if such groups are part of the 
state, its defense ^stem or its poUtical or security organs. 

The Barcelona conference elicited positive responses 
from Arab statesmen and intellectuals. The warmth wife 
which fee conference was received contrasts wife the re- 
sponse to ofeer initiatives. Tbe reason for tiiis, I believe, 
lies in certain pi^chological factors related to fee dif- 
ficulty of dealing wife Peres’ project and wife concepts 
relat^ to Middle-Eastenusm which bad spmked US and 
British enthusiasm. To fee Arab political mi^ fee con- 
cept of fee Middle East is linked to Western imperialism, 
or rather to tbe establishment of Western hegemony over 
the regirai; tiie Middle East project is closely associated 
wife the West's tireless vigUance in ''protecting" Israel 
and its expansionist policies. 

Yet de^te fee Ai^' i^found scepticism with r^nd 
to Middle-Eastemism, initiatives which aim at integrating 
the region along fee very same lines it proposes do not 
arouse fee same repulsion in tbe minds of Arab statesmen, 
and of r«rt.«iin intcUectuaJs. as do cruder forms of this ide- 
ology. This is a strange jfeenomenon; nor is it more com- 
prehensible if we anribute h to tbe fuTure to understand 
feat “money" has come lo replace a number of toms such 
as ‘justice" and “rights" and where “globalism" has re- 
place fee "state", fee “bomeland", "communiQ'" and fee 
“family”. Those who promote “globalism", of course, are 
those who have dominated finance and politics in fee 
woiM feroughout fee last centurier. in fee less developed 
rjumiriwi , feev are also those who would derive a clear 
benefit fiom fee creation of global systems. 


Britain has launched a new initiative calling for the es- 
tabtishmenl of “a comprebensive and public entity to pro- 
mote cooperation between all fee states in fee Middle 
East region, wife fee support and assistance of friends 
overseas such as Britain, France, fee United States and 
others". This project was outlined by Brhisb Foreign 
Minister Malcolm Rifiund, in a speech he delivered in fee 
United Arab Emirates. Perhaps fee most astonishing — 
mid inadmissible — omission of this speech was Rif- 
Idnd's complete failure to censure Israel's policies in any 
way. He made very clear value judgments on Iraq and 
Ira^ yet fee speech did not once refer to Israel as fee di- 
rect cause of die tensions in tbe Middle East 

Tbe foreign minister affinned feat tbe peace process is 
fee major challenge confronting fee region, but his crit> 
icism was focused on In^ and Iran: “If we let [Saddam 
Hussein] throw his weij^t around in one area, un- 
challenge he will surely challenge elsewhere... We 
must also keep a careful watch on Ira^ which professes a 
wish lo pl» a constructive role in fee interests of regional 
siabiUty. Tne facts tell a different story." In ofeer words, 
the British foreign minister did noi see fit to roention feat 
Israel challenges stability and security. 

If fee British truly wished to foster cooperation and se- 
curity m tbe Middle East, bringing logctfacr Europeans. 
Israelis and Arabs, the foreign minister should have de- 
livered a different speech (c^iecially if wc consider fee 
fact feat his audience was Arab) in a bid to build con- 
fidence wifein fee region. The speech should have men- 
tioned that Israel is responsible for crippling fee settle- 
ment process, feat its relations wife its Palestinian 
neighbours are the major source of instability in fee re- 
gioQ, feat fee Arabs must not cooperate with Israel until it 
ceases to destabilise fee region and threaten its ncigb- 
boin, until it halts the building of new settlements and 
demolishes scolcmcms already built in fee West Bank 
and until it desists from attempting to inqmsc a dc facio 
Jewish domination of Jerusalem. 

Instead, fee British were urging the .Arabs lo emulate 
fee example set by fee European Organisation for Coop- 
eration and Security and similar organisations, perhaps 
obliiious to fee fact feat Europe's experience may ncifecr 
be repeated nor copied. Europe was not colonised by 
world powers; nor was a state established in its midst by 
force. European states which have succeeded in achiev- 
ing cooperation and security arc states wife a long histoiy 
of security and stability. In fee Middle EasL on fee ofeer 


hand- a people has been expelled from its homeland, and 
another people implanted in its stead. 'The occupiers have 
waged one war ^cr mother against the Arab people. 
*rbere are no grounds for any comparison between fee 
two siruatioos. We will by no means copy Europe, be- 
cause we are not European, nor do wc intend to become 
so, and my attempt at cooperation is destined to fail as 
long as fee occupying state refuses to become a normal 
state wife cleariy-defincd borders. 

1 was expecting to bear a detailed account of bow re- 
lations bet>^*Q Britain md fee European organisations to 
which tbe British foreign minister lefened in bis speech 
had developed. There are currently no wars tearing Eu- 
rope apan; peace prevails over the continent — yci Brit- 
ain, as we mow, procrastinated and hesitated before ii fi- 
nally decided to join fee Europem Common Market fee 
axis of European cooperation prcijects. 

'Ilie snuation in fee Middle East is fundamcnially dif- 
ferent: not only is there no peace, but the semblance of 
peace is not even upheld. 'The British govemmeat has 
called upon us to esiablisb a new rcmonal entitv wfeoui 
providing us wife a single reason why we should do so. 
Rifkind merely reiieratM wfaat Peres and various US of- 
ficials have already said: feat fee Arabs should put aside 
fee question of their occupied land, feeir rights, ibe \ er>' 
real problems wife fee peace process and their concerns 
over fee balmce of power in fee region m«l instead, take 
a groat leap forward towards cooperation md sccurit>’ in 
fee region. 

Not only are statements of this kind unrealistic, they 
also insult the intelligence of .Arab peoples and leaders 
alike. Israel has been repeatedly rewarded for its aggres- 
sion, and this complacent anitude tow ards Israeli violence 
continues to mger many Arabs. 

In repeating feat fee US's role is indispensable to the 
peace process, some .Arab politicians md writers seem lo 
be under fee impression feat fee Li$ is a broker of. rather 
than a party to. fee eonflicL WTien they express their hope 
that Europe will play a more active role, they are im- 
plying that Europe is an honest and tnistwonhy broker. 
Such confidence disregards fee fact feat plans for regional 
cooperation, in fee afescnce of clear ground rules md 
well-defined borders, are merely so much sand in fee Ar- 
abs' eyes. 

The writer is the director of the Arab Centre for Dewlop- 
oient and Futuristic Research. 


In the footsteps of the tiger 

What can the Arab world learn from South Korea’s economic miracle? Heba Handoussa looks ahead 


In today’s jaigon of development economies. South Ko- 
rea's growth strategy is fee perfect example of a “bumm 
resource oriented strategy". It is a stiat^ which com- 
bines those elements feat promote the acquisition of basic 
needs md an equitabfe distribution of income among ail 
individuals in the society, feat provides a balanced stne- 
tore of economic growth based on fee accumulation of 
liuTfMTt cental in aiu sectors and that ensures feat bumm 
efforts become the engine of growth via full emplo 3 rment 
and aceeleiated productivity mwth. 

South Korea's success m facing these three challenges 
maires it a model worthy of sb^ and emuIatioiL 'Hk 
first ghalleng e is in meeting soda! objectives by giving 
priority, to government erqrenditure on basic social ser- 
vices ^ndTng education, healfe and infiastnicture, and 
rngisrirtfl rtti ihe p a rti cip ation of all segments of society in 
aHainmg tho objectives . llirou^ a fiatinnal mobilisation 
effort. Tiie sect^ challenge is noviding m economic 
environment feat gives a gmeral M>ost to economic activ- 
ity in aO sectois, in such a way feat no potential op- 
portunity is neglected and every humm effort is re- 
warded. The third is sdecting a growth strategy that 
nruiattni<wB the valuc of humm resources, bofe by cx- 
plmting labour in activities where its imperative ad- 
vmt^e is high, and by gradnaDy changmg this ad- 
vantage «>w*v»g h fee acquisititn of dolls and learning. 

The unique □ature of South Korea's blend of state in- 
tervention and respect for fee maiket mechanism is per- 
hra one of tbe most difficult to refuoduce in other de- 
veloping coustriesi Yet, feere is a sufficient number of 
basic principles that h hm followed, and which cm easily 
be u^ as gudelhies to policy makers wishing to 
achieve a sustainable growth path. Two basic considera- 
tions fijc Kosem stoTy lelevazit and q^riicable to 
other devek^ing countries. 

First, Korea started frean one of fee lowest levels of de- 
velopment in tbe 1950s, wife a very poor resource cn- 
dowmmit and practically no management experience ei- 
ther in-fee private or public sectors. Second, a significant 
rnimiw^ of fee nt^um-sized countries in Souferaut Asia 
have fbllow*ed Korea’s model wife iuipjessive results. 

Tile evidence by now confirmed that the '^lecial 

conditioas* pievailmg in Korea's case, sudt as the avail- 
ability of fordgn aid or fee rel^ive cqienness of advanced 
country maiketa, were by so means '^lecial'. Instead, il 
was the of policies pursued by Korea's suc- 

cessive govenunons, starting in 1962, whicb made h 
possible to achieve a coi»steotly outstanding per- 
formance that has allowed Korea to graduate from pov- 


erty (GDP per cqiita of S87 for Korea md S150 for 
Egypt in 1962) to a level of wealth (GDP per capita of 
$6,790 in 19^) feat places it fourth among 127 de- 
veloping countries on fee UNDP's humm development 
scale. 

Indicatois of success on fee social and human develop- 
ment scales were the product of Korea's early pursuit of 
welfare improvements for fee majority of fee population. 
For exanqile, universal enrolment in primary education 
was achieved m fee mid-1960s md, by 1970, fee average 
years of efeication for young adults was 6.6 — a figure 
that compares very favourably with Organisation for Ec- 
onomic Coooperaton md D^elopmcnt tOECD) coun- 
tries. Hie eradication of illiteracy was also achieved eariy 
on by mobilising voluntary action especiaUy women’s 
clubs and fee Saemid Undong movement in fee coun- 
tryside. In fact, fee total expenditure on education has in- 
creased fiom fee mid-1960s to fee mid-1970s at almost 
fee gama rate as that of GDP, and stood at 9.8 per cent of 
GDP in 1971 — a figur that is quite high by mter- 
national standards. 

By 1992, ^afe Kmea was stiJI devoting 22.4 per cent 
of its total public expenditure to education, wife 79 per 
cent of the creation budget allocated to primary and 
secondary education. 

However, it is important to take note of fee fact that 
South Korea's relatively large expenditure is aim^ at 
laisiDg fee quality of education. It has long ago achiev^ 
universal enroiment, and its primary school population is 
s h pnfeing on accouot of success in reducing tbe rate of 
population growth to 1.1 per cent In contrast, a sub- 
stantial proportion of Arab countries' educationaj bud- 
gets are absorbed by expenditures to build addhional 
classrooms and hire more teachers as fee school age pop- 
ulation continues to rise. 

Soufe Korea has also managed to improve oousiderably 
fee general healfe of tbe population, lower the peculation 
growth rate and fee inl^t mortality rate and inciease in- 
come levds. 

Moreover. Soufe Korea has mmaged to maintaiD a re- 
maikably equitable distribution of income, de^ite sig- 
nificant structural changes, market orientatiMi and pri- 
vate sector leadership of fee economy since fee 1960s. 
Unlike roost industrimsation efforts which have fovoured 
industrial capital accumulation at fee expense of ex- 
ploiting the agricultural sector. South Korea's pricing 
policy was to subsidise fanneas early on by purchasing 
rice and other staple crops at prices ofteo twice those on 
the rateniatianal maikeL Price incentives were comple- 


mented with policies to encourage tbe use of mcchm- 
isation and di^uniod inputs, including subsidised fertil- 
isers. These measures, together with la:^ investments to 
expand irrigation, brought about signifiemt annual in- 
creases in food production md allowed Korea in 1977 to 
regain self-sufficiency in rice production. 

Consequently, wages, in bofe fee agricultural md tn- 
dustrial sectors, registei^ rapid increases, fee former on 
accouot of protection and tbe latter as a result of rising la- 
bour productivity and skill levels. 

Although South Korea's trade unions have been heavi- 
ly regulated and !^x>ur rights have been repressed over 
' entire economic growth period since tbe 1960s. state 
controls on the labour maikcl were compensated for by 
fee state’s policies for rapid growth. Th^ policies en- 
sured some of fee highest employment, productivity and 
real wages growth rates to be achieved intcroatTonaily. 

^uUi Korea's model differs from ofeer development 
models in a number of respects. This implies that there 
are certain variations that ca r* be accommodated to tbe 
principal ingredients of a sustainable high speed growth 
mode, md feat each country within fee .Arab world can 
apply its own nuances in adopting a Soufe Korean-style 
^elopment strategy. One feature of fee South Korem 
model, which is specific to its ctrcumstmccs, has been 
fee support given to tbe creation of fee large congloiner- 
ales or chaibols. These chaibob are an oligopolistic 
group of gimt Anns which bold assets in industry, trade 
and finance, and are similar to fee Japanese zaibaisus — 
a handful of large corporations whicb dominated tbe high 
growth era of export-market penetration. Other economic 
*Tigers", such as Singapore and Taiwan, have relied on a 
much more competitive structure of industrial organ- 
isation md a low level of conccotration. 

A second feature wUcb is unique to Soufe Korea's 
model of expoit-led growth is fee Testriccive attitude it 
has applied to foreign direct invesoneat (FDD. Selective 
criteria were impt^ on foreign capital so feat only 
those forcign-owned projects feat do not crowd out do- 
mestic enterprise would be invited to operate^ in Soufe 
Korea, and on condition that they would contribute pos- 
itively to fee balance of payments. Close monitoring of 
FDl has shown feat it could result in very high returns to 
fee economy, not just on Ibe stmdard income and em- 
ployment generation expectefe but also in fee generation 
ofcrqxiris. 

However, today's globalisatioD of the world economy 
would make it exccct^gly difficult for my one de- 
veloping country alone to take such a selective stand t(H 


wards FDL Furthennorc. Arab countries must learn lo 
cooperate with each other in this vital area, and to nego- 
tiate a conuDOn position frtmi which they can improve 
their bargaining wife multinational corporations. 

.A third characteristic of fee Soufe Korean strategy for 
rapid industrial diversification was an early reliance on 
fee public sector to set up key industries, such as steel, 
petrocbcmicais, and fertilisers, feat were considered vital 
to groivth. This policy ensured that large and indivisible 
projects, which the relatively young private sector would 
find unanractive to establish, would be implemcnicd giv- 
en that such projects had high returns md linkages wife 
other sectors of industry, t^e md agriculture. .Again, 
other Southeast Asim 'miracle’ economies did not rely 
on a public sector enterprise to my significant extent. 

*This particular feature of fee South Korean develop- 
ment experience was, itself, short-lived, as piivaie capital 
fast cxpmdcd md proved that it could alone carry fee 
burden of industrial diversification, wife government in- 
tervention taking the indirect form of special incentives 
for high technology, high c.vport potential industries, as 
well as fee state's continued responsibility for enhancing 
fee role of research, education and training and in- 
formation. 

On the whole. .Arab countries today are at the develop- 
mental stage reached by South Korea in fee mid- 1 970s — 
a time at which Korea's early package of growth policies 
and sectoral measures was being revised to eliminate di- 
rect stale intervention, reduce indirect controls and in- 
centives and allow the maricet to play a larger role in guid- 
ing fee pattern of growth and fee allocation of rcsourus. 

The lesson to be learned fiom South Korea's policy- 
making is that although the objectives and strategy of 
growth have been consistently fee same — hi^ grow’fe 
— equity through export aricniadon and technology ac- 
quisition — fee policy measures have varied co'ntinu- 
ously in line with changing domestic and iniemaiioDal 
conditions and opTOirunities. 

In every area of fee economy, what fee South Korean 
story tells us in the Arab world is that policies were con- 
tinuously revised to tackle new or persisting problems, to 
improve on existing measures and to move gradually the 
economy from one tfaai was partially staie-coDtrollcd to 
one feat was free. 

The writer b a professor of economics at the American 
Cniversit\' in Cairo and head of the Cairo-based Ec- 
onomic Research Forum for iHe Arab ^uniries. Iran 
and Turkey. 
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Listings 


EXHIBmONS 


GaulHiSinty 

Cam ^ 

CWyw tf ww t II 
lamakk. Td 341 34K 
WfltDcolDiiB by one «r Egypt's lesd- 
iDg eoatempcniy oftsis Fisr^ 

Dl 

TiUyiBiEm 

Am Cisfliay IS El- 

htaaov iMumta A ZamdA. Td 
340 3349. Daih ac 5b. /OJttan- 
jpM 4e SpmSJi^m. UHt024Dee. 

A ssIcGtin of pwnliogs Bad drawing 
by one of die nmt OBWimpli s fa ed art- 
isB of hs ^aenikm, a painter wbo, 
ower five dndei. las cmdsamib’ <*- 
ptaed tbe lyticism and beauty of tbe 
Egyptian biwhcape . 

Mai^VcOon 

£wnrr Gdlay, Uda Cdi^ia, AUC. 
ElSieaA man Sl Td ill 3436. 
Daily 9anz9pin- VntU IP Dec. 
Cd^iatiic the pabbcatni of ibe first 
book to cover tte complete oeuvre of 
tbe attiai. i ^inni iig some 70 years of 
production, tfais r etrospec ti ve eddbi- 
tMO inctote tbawings and pwntings 
by the atdst diawu fiom all period of 
berbft. 

Exm GaSeqi. 3 El-Nessim A Zam- 
oUl Td 3^ ^93. DaUy exe San, 
lOJOamflpm A Spi^^m. Until 12 
Dec. 

Pahithigs by tfaemsustarafeiilaiie. 

Aaem Shanf (Mntim) 

Eapaea GaUlny^ ! BSherifiin A 
Dammnm. Td 393 1699. Daily exc 
Frt. I0tan-2pm A 6P"^-^ ^ 

Dee. 

Salon 97 

BeSepoBs SperBag CM. Heliopolis. 
Dalfy9ani-/0pm. Oatti l4Dee. 

On diapjay are tbe works ofyaa^ and 
piowarring attiats bxluditig Hnsceni 
BOcar, Yousaef Francis^ Hussein EI- 
Gafiaili and Fqrzs Abdel*Moneim 
Mor& 

Ehsaan (Puntingsl 
Opera CdUry, (^tera mase 
Croaatb, Gedra. Td 341 
2926. Ddfy I0am-I.30pn A 
4.30pm-9.3q^ UntU IS 
Dee. 

LonblbwSt (D ra wings) 

Goedie t mata^ . S Abdd- 
Salaai Ar^ St, Danatmte. 

Td SIS 9877. Dmiy ae &a 
A Sea, I0am-7pm; Fri Ajm- 
12pm. Uari! tSDix. 

SnaqrBadairi 

Jalwar GdHerj, 36/A Ahmed 
Ofubv St, htdiaaJessia. Td 
346 3242. Daily exe Fri, 
I0am-2.3lkan dt Spm-IO^a. 
UntdISDee. 

The nmrait Phologrnpby 
•fVaaLco 

Seay Gdletj. Main Campus, 
AUC.Et-&dhhRikanSLTd .r i.* . 
357 5422. DaUy esc Fri A l«uyfi 
9am-I2pm A ^n-9pm. 

IIhOI 19 Dee. 

Wods by the Aanenian pholognpbcr 
Vm Leo, mcliiding ponraits of Do- 
reya Shafia, Dalids. Taha Hussein and 
Yooeef Q>Sds'i, drawn fion over 
SO yean in tbe bosinesE. 

WagcctaWdiba 

JtfeshroWya GaOwy. 8 Chaieg»0iaa 
St. o/f rubir Sq. Td 578 4494. DaOv 
Ilam-^an. UatUlPDee. 

Aroaid Zahrsn Saiama (Tamtingst 
Cam AtriBm. 2 Karim El-Dmvbi Sl, 
Tahra. Td S74 6730. DaUy exe FM, 
J6am-2pm A Spm-^ea. UaBZODee. 

Bairy IversDa (Fbctogiapfas) 
Cdra-BmSa GaBery, 17 yewi^ El- 
Gwinff A Bat B-lauk Td393 1764. 
Dalfyexc Sun. I2pm-^m. (JnB 22 
Dee. 

Maijn Soric (Pamtiiin) 
fUaA Ctdkry. 6 B-Cdn SI-IFaita 
St, ZamaUk. Td 340 9994. Dady exe 
Fri, lhan~7pe/L UaxUUDee. 

Unn BIiukU AirMera (Engravings) 
HaStm CaBaael Ceatre, 3 El-Sheidi 
El-hbneft St, ZamaUL Td 340 8791. 
DaIfy ese Fri A Sat, I0am-2pm dl 
CAitf/29£lacL 

ExUboon ander the tide **nK monch 
litlK of LaUbda Lasta Uagh, Edn* 
apia." 

A„^mU h. ggjp^lM Art 

Rare Baeha Bd S^edd CaOetdaas 
lAmy. earner of ElSidkh Rikaa 
aad Mmamw Sis. Downtown. Td 337 
5436. Ddfy exe Fri 8.30am-7paK 
nbr 8JOimi-5pm A Sat I2am-5pat. 
UntaSODee. 

imiinillanal ExbibWon of Mini- 


PanSddSt.Alim^MakmSkBabEI. 

Kkdq. Td390 9930/390 1520. Daily 
exe Fti, Awn-tipm; Fri 9m-U.30am 
A^tm-4pm. 

Manenm of Modcn Egypdu Art 
Open House Gmads, Gesaa. Td 
340 6861. Ddfy exc Uan. IQem-lpm 

A Spm-Opm, ^ 

A pfr"""**** di^rfqr of pamtnigs ad 
ggij|p(gie nbniti^ tbe ouden in 
nnnement in Egypt fion its earliest pi- 
oneere to best prectHwoen 

Mobareed Nagm Moseam 

fT iUpfou /Vwndl, P Mdaaatd At- 
GdadiSt, Ctxa. _ , 

A devoted to tbe taiidings of 

IHoimied Nagm (1888-lsm ooe of 
the pkneos of tbe t pode i n Egypdan 
an niDvaiienL 

MataBond Mnkbinr Mnsctna 

Tahrir St, Gena Ddfy ac Smi and 
Man, 9am-l.30pia. 

A pennanoa colleetkm of wraks in 
ibe Matanood Mnfchtar (d, 

19341, whose gianiic monument to 
gaa .1 Taghlml mndc fleer QasT El'Nil 
Bridge, and whose Eff/pt Awakening 
tuwniw smnewhat belmedly, n icon 

ofpost revohaioaary Egypt 

RLMS 


ItaflanFHms _ 

bdimt Catard Cano, 3 ET-Sholtt 
EI-UmadiSt.ZamalekTd340879t. 
Tke Lcsoul of tbe Drinidq Saint 
0988). Directed by ObnL /4 Dee, 

Tbe I — r Ei^lar«r. Dizected by Ber^ 
lohiecL IS Dee. 6pm. 

KabbeKabOe 

Ut^tumm riME^m Asad Cam Jar 
ladae Calmra 32 Tdaat Herb A 
DowndwH. Td 393 3396. J2Dee. 4pm. 

Ferest oftbe Little Bear (1987) 
Japanese Cekard Centre. 106 Qasr 



Halim 

El-Aid Su Carden City. Td 3SS 3962. 
l2Dec.6pm. 

Comaurdaldnanaschaagelhdr pro- 
grommet every Uondtqf. The in- 
fiamaOan praritM ts vmd ihroagh So 
Sunday wUdi jr Is wise to check 
with the cinemar. Andie JUma an sel- 
dom wuMH/vt Far a^KmaOtat, eon- 
fact naiw. Please note dot he ma- 
jor^ cammatitd ctaemas will he 
fotw^ part in the Cairo lataiatBonal 
Fibn FesoeaL Fat this weatb pn- 
gramme please see page ofgiotlle. 

ELJeaid (Tbe GenUeman) 

Afrofi O, 26 th Jdv A DoimtowK. Td 
STS S033. Dady Ipm. 3.30imt. SJOpm, 
8{m A /Am. TSte DL Nasr Oly. Td 
262 9407. DaIfy 10.30am. 3.3(fym. 
6.3l^m A 93lfym. 

Siani^ Mahtncnd Abdel-AzLs and 
PoussL 

Roarandca 

j^hiax, Sddnx Sq, Mohaadessin. Td 
34640I7.Ddfy'^ 

Tbe Rock 

Ei Bmrreya 1. Ei-Harreya UoB. Kai^ 
HdiapoOx. DaIfy Ipm, 3pm, 6pm, 4 
Sim Aanob fiBbm 4 CwntcAe £i/VI/ 
A Td 574 7436. D^ lOJOam. 
I.3tam, 3.30pm, 6Jlfym. 9.3Cpm. 
MW UaadI Cnaid Mali. KoB^ 
BrNasr Sq. MaadL Td 352 3066. DaI- 
fy lOaai, Ipn. Spat, ^pm dt Stan. B- 
Batata. Pyrtmtids Road Gtsa. Td38S 


8358. Ddfy 10.30am. I.3lfym. 3.3(fym. 
63(fym.9J0pm. 

Scan Connery, Alcaiiaz end non-stop 


2WbH Kkauaa Boasa, bddad El- 
AxharlA/sqm DaIfy lOdn-llham Un- 
tU3IDmx 

Ustwia MobiBed (Gltasworis) dk 
Abdd-Nmser Sbibi (B^) 

Bma GaBery- 2 El-Nexiim Sr, Canter 
d'MaaianSi, Zondek Td3406293. 
Dady exc Smi, I0.30am-2pm A Spar- 
4m lOOeoJAtn. 

HiHBAli Abased 
Eifiner Gafllax / OSurtfda A 
DowTOoml Td 393 1699. DaIfy axe 
Fri, lOaat^m A 6pm-^m. 17 Dee-8 
Jaa. 

Art Fair 

Doata GaBmy- 20 Mtdd-Adz Cowirt 
A aeram Mahomed Mahmoud A 
Oooors' Town, no 403. 7» 355 
8367. Daily exe Fri, l^tm-Ppm, lAitil 
9Aa. 

Tke Mttseam of Mr end Mrs M»- 
hnoMd MntaMod KhiEl 

I K^mr Bt-AUtdOd A AsUi. Td 
336 2376. Ddfy ae Man, /Oom-tem. 
Egypt's l a tgesi coOeccoD of moe- 
l eenfli ccatiny Eoropean ari, amassed 
by tbe hte MdnnoDd KbaliL 

Kgypliu Mneenm 
Takn-Sq. Downtown. TdS7S 4319. 
Dtufy exe PH, San-^m; Fri 9att- 
Il.lSamAlpm-^im. 


Coptic Ms 
Mar Gbgu, OU Cairo. Td 362 S766. 
DaBy exa Fri, 9am-4pm; Fri Aan- 
Uma A Ipm-Spat 


Primal Fear 

Amww BBtaa B, Conddm B-NU St 
Td 574 7436. Ddfy lOJOam. I.SIfym. 
JJIfym, 6J0pm A 9Jlfym. £f- 
O aa/qya SL Et-Harreya Mm, Ran, 
Bdimlit. DaUy LSOan, Ipai, 
3.3<fym, &30pm, A 9JCpm. 

Sairng Riehaid Qere. 

MUSIC 


Tbe Cairo Cbonl Society 
AB Sahtd’ Cdhedrd, Zamddt 12 
Dec. 8pm. 

Under the directioa of Larry Catiin, 
the society’s sohnsis aad orefaiettn win 
pertbt m A Cxmatoay ^ Cads by B 
Britten and Christmas Oratorio by Cb- 
nille Saim-Saens. 

The Anstrin Ensemble fbr New 
Mnslc 

Gamhaaripa •The uav, Gamhaurfya 
Sq. TV 341 2926. 13 Dec 9pm. 

Under the di wciioi i of Herbert Gnsal, 
tbe cu se uiMe perfbnn Wd»n’s Qe»- 
letfarsoiagt op 28, Arndt CoUen Si- 
knee of Atatana and Cmsl's Re- 
Jlec&ms ifar brass. clarinets, 
violoaceUa and tape, ainong otimr 
OQuyusitioii^ 

Works for Cbor and Orebestn n 
Mam BOB. (fyma Haase, Gan. Td 
341 2926 l4Dec.8pm. 

The Bamburg Bach Choir, under 
Thomas DahL with soloists Sabine 
S fllme i rte r (sopaao\ Gabride Wan- 
derer (ahoL Pder Bands (tenod nd 
Joachim Gefahaid (bass) pa fot m 
Barit's Oiruntutr Oatorw, pans 4-6. 

PotD' Hands Concert IbrPiaiio . 


IfwoB BA Open Haase, Gedn Td 
341 2926. 17 Dee. 

Piflotsts Oiovtoni Canonn ttd 

! FrieeUi perfim Gomposkians by 
, and RaviL 


I Tbaunv. Gombour^ Sq. 
Td 34 1 2(2617 Dee. 9pm. 

Spnish singer Josb Csinpafia, in eol- 
labontion triifa Gam Kaaam and 
Us ffouf Sibil, premim i concert of 
p iantMie a. DMdein, Me^teoBem and 
oriental tBBie. 

Cl-Nom-Wd-Amal 
Ewart HaR Mebi CannR AUC El- 
SteMRUmSt Td 357 5436 18 Dae. 
Uaat 

Tlr* hP** ”**tTW*' y nwAealra 

^Umd gnis grras a veria) OOneest 

Tbe Odis Slngm CboM 
Etaart BeB. AUC. as above. 18 Dee, 
Spat 

Under the dnecdon of Lany Crt&n, dre 
ebrnr will periban selertioDS Grom 
Aiat hUdtAvb^ aaASTkeSaaadt^ 
Made. 

DANCE 


ABMutcDda BoBet 
Geadtaarfya Tt e oae . Gemhmaiva Sq. 
Td 341 2926 15 A 16 Dee. 9pat 
Flameneo and Spara dance 

by 14 dmeers with five singen and 
^utCsnstSa 

Oiiibi ihna 

WaBaee Tkmtrr, Main Caama, AUC, 
B-ShdU Rilm Sl Td 357 5436 12- 
I6Dec8/m 

An emn i me ula l m ovemcai pby di- 
lecmd^ Ingi B-SoDl 

THEATRE 


El-MohaiTegoen (Tbe Buffoons) 
jg JTaa^w. (fyaa Haate Croandr, 
Gtaaa. Td34Q686l. Ddlylfym. Until 
12 Dee. 

Directed by Hani Abdd-Mo'tamed. 

O-Hares (The Cued) 

Abdd-ReUm OEaqaai BoB. Es- 
befcfyu Theatre. Td 391 7783. Daily 
6pm. 

Directed by Mobamed Abdri-HadL 

Helanit HaaeiB_AkaB? 

George Abiad BaB, Ssbddya Theatia. 
as above. Ddfy 9pm. 

Dastaar Ya Sfadu (With Yonr Per- 
Mailen) 

ES-Faaa Theatre. Nadi B-Masiqa St 
Raauix. Td 578 2444. Ddfy &iO|pM. 

Bofio (Fbniare) 

Madaet Natr Theatre, Yausad' Abbas 
A Madmet Naa. Td 402 0804. Ddfy 
8J0fm; 7bv lOpm. 

StamiK Sahb El-Saadani, dnected by 
Samir El- Aafonri. 

EKasrir (Tbe CbainJ 

EkSdam TkeaOe, Qasr B-Aid. Td 

355 2484. Ddfy exe Mon. 9pm. 

Ka’b 'AS (High Heels) 

Rada Theaae. 4 Talad Harb A 
Dawmaum, Td 578 4916 Daify 
Bed A Tkar 10pm. 

El-Zaini (The Leader) 

EtSanaa Theatte, Pynadds Road. 
Gao. TV 386 3952. Ddfy 8pm. Bed A 
17m, Ilfym. 

Ganeon ELBanat (Tbe Madness Of 
Cirb) 

Mohamad Ptaid Theatre, EauakAEn 
SLTd 770 603. Ddfy 8pm. 

El-Fares B-Asmar (Tbe Daik Kni^ 
Ptdpat Theatre, Alaba Sq. TV 391 
0954. Thar-Sua 6.3lfym; Fri A Sua 
llem. 

LECTURES 


Life in the Snathem Egyptian 
Deserts Daring the Romas and Ear- 
ly Byxaatiae Periods 
AbBb Ctdotrd Ceatre, 3 El-Sbeilck 
B-Mtax^ A Zoauabil. Td 340 8791. 
12 Dee, 5.30^ 

Lectme by Jean Bingen, Umveoaty of 
Bnissds. 

Flamata; Origin md Tcndeneiei 
Sptaidt CUnrm Centre, 20 Boalaa 
Hama St, Doha Tel 360 1746 13 
Dec 7.30pm. 

Lecture Jose Campeiie. Spanirii Fla- 
roanco singec. 

CSvil Wan in A^hmistan ad Tad- 
froa the Viewpoint of Ja- 
pan 

Room 5, Srdjtoar, BUgqftiteFmdty 
qf Eeaiaades and PaUtied Sdmee, 
Caao UtArerd^ 14 Dee, 6poL 
Lecinre W Mmayidn Yainnichi, pra- 
finaer at Aam hi sttry Bd Afiodle 
Eastern StnEes, Unmany of Tokyo. 

rsjninl Ccoaimic Integradon In 
the Light of the Arab IirmB Peace 


.oapas. 

BSteadt RJhat St TV 3^ 5436 16 
Dec. Spat. 

Lecture and panel dieensawn by Mona 
Mafcnm Ebeul, a^onet lectnrer of So- 
aolo» aad Priidcsl Scince widi 
Chaiim Diameod and Paul Snllivin. 
aswatMitpro f ciscaofEcontn uiui . 

Contempensy IntcmntloBal Rc- 
lati in s* A D i pje mati c Pers p ec U ve 
Orieatd BaB. AUC. as abam 17 Dec 

Lectwe bP MestaM El-Fkp, Egyptian 
ntbassador lo Austria. 

Bee e n f Dlse e retiea In (be Mammy 
Reaemdi fat Poland 
FaBsh Cmae ^ MWBwmneB Ar^ 
tbaealegr m Cmnsk II Mahalla A 
H^apoSt, Td 666276 17 D ee, 
Lectme by Andse) Niwiinlu, i'»«jiiiue 
of Airineoldgy, Univetsity oTWr 


AD i nformMiuu eesrect u nne of ^ 
mg to piss. However; it uaivUiw. wee 
to diCB wifli vcans_ first, since pio- 
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Around the galleries 


*ORTRArrS and nudes 
orm tbe subject of recent 
vodcs 1^ Ssilwat Abbas, 
urrently on diow at tbe 
Ltdier dn Caire. Bri^itly 
olomed, often ftiintly sur- 
saL they hea\^y on 
jcalfolUore. 

The Spruiish CafCnral 
Centre, Alexandria, hosts 
ahitmgs by Zskuia $oU- 
lan and Snber AttalUh. 
oliman's naive, mixed 
ledin worics combine a 
mdeney towiuds geomeby 
rith B charming mythopos- 

i Spontaneity while At- 
illah’s landscapes and pcir- 
ails have a photographic 



RariewedbyH^miB^hshrt Ztkaria Soliman 



Rashid Masharawi's Uaija 


Same old stories 


To mark UNESCO's choice of Cairo as regionai cultural capital, Cairo International Film Festival has in- 
stigated a LE1 00,000 prize for the best Arab film. Hani Mustafa assesses some of the likely contenders 


What would happen if the audience were to leave one 
cinema to enter another, just to see the same ftlm 
over again? While this is not quite the case, it is, al- 
most — at least in some respects. Arab cinema, as 
represented at tUs year's festivaL and the festivals of 
previous yeais, seems to be stuck on the same oid 
bus route, treath^ eiwiilar themes in a by now fa- 
miliar way. 

Clime repoi^ of tbe kind found in the popular 
press; Arab migrants in Europe; pressing polidc^ is- 
sues — these bave been tbe most popuJar tfaemes for 
Af^ filmmakeis in previous festival^ and they con- 
tinue to dominate Arab entries in the 20th Cairo In- 
temadcHiai Film Festiv'al. 

Last year the Tunisian film Habiba Mesika (The 
Fire Dance) (dir Salma Beccar) was based on tbe life 
of a T unis ian singer wbo died in a fire in the 1920s, a 
story that atfaracted a great deal of press coverage — 
and indeed qieculation — at the time. This year two 
of the Arab entries in the festival deal with crimes 
that received an equal amount of coverage in the con- 
t etopora ry press. Said Marzouk’s Tbe Woman and 
fte Clea:^ (E^pt), based on a much publicised sto- 
ry of an Egyptian wife who dismembered her hus- 
haud and di^sed of die remains in plastic bin liners, 
se^ to contextualise, socially and psychologically. 


such extremes of domestic violence, while the Leb- 
anese director Levla .Assaf. in .il-Sheikiu fFrcedom 
Gang), follows tire activities of a gang of voung car 
thieves, headed b> a 10-year old girL Sheikha, who 
are intent on joy-riding through war-tom Beirut 

So much for' documented crime. .At tbe other ex- 
treme lie the plethora of fantas}' features that have 
been produced by .\iab directors. Last year the Syr- 
ian filin .iscenJing Rain (dir .Abdel-Latif .Abdel- 
Hamid) bonlercd on the surreal while Refaat £1- 
.Mehi’s .W/r Foi/ (Lci's Jul) our Dad) followed a sim- 
ilar vein. This year El-Mebi shows Toufaha (An Ap- 
ple). a black comedy which mixes the ^tastic and 
the quotidian. .As such, it is clearly a cominuation of 
El-Mehi’s earlier worL both themancaliy and in 
terms of tbe financing of the production, since once 
more Et-Mebi acts as producer as well as director. 

El-Saycd Said's cfir^orial debut, 772c Citroen — 
an Egypdan entry in tbe Naguib Mahfouz competi- 
tion — set in Port Said in 19-48. also mixes tbe pe- 
culiar witb the everyday. Cholera, displaced Pal- 
estinians, an occupied cm' seen from the perspective 
of a child, reconstructed, indeed, from the duraor's 
own memories of his childhood, combine in the ev- 
ocation of an era that, tfaougfa well within living 
memoiy, seems an age away. 


Cinema from the Maghreb is. ixM sur|tfi5ingly, pr^ 
occupied with tbe predicament of Norm African tnl- 
grant labourers. Algerian director Merzak AI- 
louache’s Salut Cousm confionts the subject head m 
throu^ the experiences of an Algerian who, visitmg 
France for the first time, meets lus coush l a sec ond 
generation imm igrant- while Motoccan diiector Ha- 
kim Noun's Dream Stealer takes a more oblique 
view of the matter. In a plot concemiog tbe friend- 
ship between two newly released criminals, tbe great 
escape from a life of crime is posited, hy the one who 
seeks the straight and narrow, to be migiatioD to tbe 
West. 

Tbe occupation of Palestmian land continues to 
dominate the film productions, as it does tbe lives, of 
Palestinians. Last year Micbel K3ialiefi's Three Gem 
focused on tire experiences of childcen in tbe Gaza 
Strip, mixing the harshness of their day to day ex- 
istence with tire richiMss of traditimal Palestinian 
folk talcs. This year Palestine is tepreseptod by Rash- 
id Masbarawi's Haifa., a film dealing with a mentally 
dis&tfM man, living in a refugee canqi in Gaza after 
being ejqielled from Haifa in 1948. The time frame of 
the film include tbe signing of the Oslo Accords in 
1993, and records re^x)Oses to the dndsion of Pal- 
estine finally sanctioned 1^ those aireords. 


Diary of a film-goer 


In which Hossam Eiwan fails to discover the those 
best things In life but leams that all men are mortal 


Wednesday, 4 Dec 

Wake up, weather stormy, f go to the half 
where {Hess screenings take place imd 
find there’s time to go to tire press centre. 
Mr Amir is bad tiimpered, but there ate 
no stills from films or handouts wilhout 
Mr Amir. It is 10am, and a note is bang 
stude on the press centre desk sa)^ it 
will open at 1 lam. Do not ask for i^ills. 

See Outside Time, 1^ Andreas Klei- 
nert, tire love story of an East Gcnnan 
girl and a Russian soldier who remains 
after Russian fbnres are withdrawTL Ktei- 
nert constnicts a visually c^vating 
film, nuancing the details of a Jove that 
develcps agunst a bai^ backdrop that, 
white it does not brand tbe texture of the 
lelflrioiiriiip, pr e paies the viewer fm tire 
violence of tbe hero’s murder. At- 
tendance is low, thou^tAc.^&K is in tire 
mam congretition. Later see a Slovenian 
production Carmen,. 

Meet Mobamed MetwaUi, a friend who 
wants to see tire Dutch fihn. The TTiree 
Best TUi^ in L^. Already tried to see 
the film on Monc^, only to find another 
film being screened, and decline his offer 
to j(»D bmL Later he tells me it was tii^ 
est film he has ever seen, thoitgb refuses 
to say why. 

fiJOpm: Mobamed Metwalli invites 
me to see 7%e Zte)' and 1 think tfais 

time I bad better go. I remember later that 
I lent Mobamed a video of tire film whidi 
be has neglected to return. 

Thursday, 5 December 

1.3(^Hn: To the Small Hall of the Opera 


where the American film ji^' Family is 
replaced by an Italian productioa Boxers. 
It IS a disaster. S JOpm: Small Hall sebed- 
ided screening posqxmed till Ihursday so 
that peqile can wai^ tire Hhcbcock film 
at Al-Hanager. S.OC^m: /\v Had U 
Rough, CJeri^ Frydrnan's film, is cold 
and contrived and unbearably silly. 
Leave tbe auditorium after an hour a^ 
go to Marriott Hotel only to discover that 
the festival guests heve yet to arrive. 
Think perhaps tirey’ve bera switched to 
the Sheraton. 

Friday, 6 Dec 

To tbe Small HaO to see Seven Servants^ 
Daryush Sbokov's film starring Anthony 
Qitinn. My feelings are a little am- 
ttivalent, but dien so is the film. 

3.15pm, and 1 meet Rafiq El-Sabban 
who tells me that The Best Ibrce Things 
in Ufe is to be screened at 6J0pm at 
Say^ Darwisb Theatre. 

By 3.30 1 bave resolved to see >o/ua's 
Blue Eyes, an Afifcan ixoduction, in Por- 
tuguese, French sub-titles. The fes- 
tivri’s catalogue does not provide a re- 
sume or even mention the fihn. It is 
presented by sonreone who talks at length 
^MUt African cinema but mentions notic- 
ing about tire film. 

By 6.00 1 am on a microbus heading for 
the Sayed Darwisb Theatre. Arrive to dis- 
cover that Nostalgia for Countryland, a 
Vietnamese prodiretion. has repiac^ Tke 
Best Three Things in Life. 

Saturday, 7 Dee 

Wake up knowing tiiat I want to soc The 


Cry of Silk. I do not see iL /n /Ac Penalty 
IS being screened instead. 

Saadedefro Wahba ^ves a (ness confer- 
ence replying to criticisms of tbe oig^ 
isation of tbe festival, following which 
there is a screenmg ofan Azerbaijani pro- 
duction Corifession, which has rejjlaced 
the Dutch Film, All Men are Mortal. At 
330 enforced patience receives a just re- 
ward when I see Shfyrwret^d, by ChileaD 
director Miguel LitthL Beautiful film, af- 
ter which I want to do nothing but go 
home. 

Sunday, 8 Dec 

Lie in bed, in tbe hope that I will avoid 
Norma Jean and Marilyn. Succeed. By 
130 1 am queuing to watch Dreams 
Stealer but find EmfNv Mirror, a film 
alreut Hitler, in its pl^ The screening is 
interrupLcd by Saadeddin Wahba. who 
again replies to press criticism, arid an- 
nounces tire exclusion of two films from 
tire conq^tioo. I leave tire auditorium, 
only to discover that .All Afen are Mortal 
will replace Dreams Stealer at 5pm, tbe 
latter faaving been rescheduled after being 
replaced by EttqtO' Aitrror. 

MoBday,9Dec 

Time: 330pm. place; Cizrema Diana, re- 
served for memWs of art unions. There 
arc no cinema people aoxmg the crowrds 
whose density implies many invitations 
were distributed ^ subsequently sold. 
To enter or not? 1 find the question al- 
ready answered when 1 am pushed for- 
ward by the crowd, i bang into tbe door 


and witii miotbff. gentler shove, find my- 
self inside being searched. I am asked to 
leave my lighter. Cinema Cairo was sub- 
jected to an acddental act of arson two 
days earh'er so I conqily. Stopped on tbe 
stairs twice, only to find my w^et is now 
m tbe bands of a pick-podreL Bernard 
Favre's Pmdichay. the Last Colony in 
India begins to n^. In one scene tire pr^ 
tagonist admits to bis fidnre lover tiiat tins 
is his first time. Tbe fiankrress of tire ad- 
mission, alien on screen, seems fiimqr. 
The homo-erotic scene causes tire au- 
ditorium to erupt in laughter as tire all- 
naale audience glance nervoudy round 
experiencing neuroses of their own. 

Tuesday, 10 Dec 

930am: Leave hcMire fbr a meeting with 
tire Syrian director Mohamed Malas. 
Scheduled ibr oiM hour it lasts two and is 
pleasant despite Mtrfiaiired's claims he is 
depressed. Noon, S mall Hall, Cairo Op- 
era The Greek Fihii, Three Seasons, has 
been cancelled. It is r^laced by a Mex- 
ican adqitatioD of Nagirib Mahfouz*s The 
Beaming and the End. UniOEtumtely, 

the screeiiing began at 10am, and tire fihn 
in any case is not the same lea^h as tire 
Greek, which would have ended some- 
tnne around 2poL The Meracan film con- 
tinues till 1pm, tiieoretically saving one 
hour but in fhet disnqiting the day's 
schedule. The ^ypt-Italy s^nporium, 
scheduled to last four hcxiis fxy ng Jat^ 
and further disrupts the scdiedule. I aban- 
don attempts to work out witat wiD be 
screened, where or when. 


Twenty years of the CIFF: Who’s saying what? 


Raafat El-Mdii, producer/director 
The Cruro Intemational Film Festival 
while appealing to tire general public, is 
reaOy very mammal to those wfao are ac- 
tually involved in the film mdustiy. Yet 1 
would argue that it remains desenring of 
support, if only because it ^ves tire gen- 
eral public the (qjpmtunily, for two 
weeks every year, to watch unceosoicd 
films that rqiresent a t^erem kind of 
cinema to donrestic productions. The Ics- 
thraL ideally, should allow tire local audi- 
ence a wmdow mj to interriatioi^ diieiDa 
and m doing bo ejqrend their horizons as 
viewets. 

As fir as those wotidng in tire indusiiy 
are concerned the event would be 
more useful if its dates were changed h 
tate place during tbe pe^ of tbe cin- 
ematic season, during which tmae cin- 
emas screen c»ly festival films. This bas 
an adverse effect on Egyptian films rince, 
starting from October, producers stop 
laiinrfring new filma_ MickluiM would bc 
tire best time for the festival since it 
would coincide with the be^nning of the 
season and Egyptian producos could 
fien use tbe opportunity to premiM' tiieir 
filma during tbe festival. 

Another problem is that tbe festival 
does not i^y invite distributors from 
Africa and el^bere, and so docs not 
ca pitalise at (be Opportunity it presents 
fbr Egyptian cinema to expand its re- 
gional markets. 

Radwan Et-Kasbef; director. 

This year I haven’t really had time to go 
to the fistit^ hugely because I’m bi^ 
woridng on my new film. But in general 
tire festival has been inqiiDvii^ it’s def- 
initely a far cry from wh^ it was 20 years 


ago. It now bas hs own traditions and 
fixed sections, giving it distinctive fea- 
tures. This year the fostival's activities 
have expanded with seminars focussing 
on other icgio^ cinema industries. As 
for the standard of films shown at tire 
festival this is subject to what world cin- 
ema produces in a given year — in some 
years the standard is quite high, in odicrs 
ittSQOL 

J do bave some reservations though 
^ut tbe amount of anention tiiat is giv- 
en to the choice of foreign guests. In pre- 
vious years, and under the some festival 
adztutustration, tbe guests included some 
very prominent directors, festiral organ- 
isers and writets. This is not really the 
case DOW, the guests wbo come ore not 
necessarily importaoL But then again, 
perh^a some people ore reluctant to 
crane because they're worried about (he 
situation bent. It has to bc said that pre- 
viousfy the festival gave us [Egyptian di- 
rectors] tbe to show our films to 

tbreign critks and beads of festivals. At 
a previous Cairo film festival, one of tfac 
g u egt y , tire organiser of the Rotterdam 
film festival, saw my film Leh yb Be- 
wdseg (Violets are Blue) and invited me 
to screen it there. Ibc same happened 
With Ossana Fawri and other wung di- 
lectors. There is DO doubt tiiat in the past 
such encouDiers facilitated a wider c.\- 
posuic for Egyptian cinema which is 
something I uraild like to ace encour- 
aged. 

Ali Abu Sbadi, ffim critic and chief 
sensor 

Although this is tfac 20tii year of the 
Cairo festival its histoiy os a wcll- 
organised event spans only a decade. 


Tbe first 10 rounds of the festival wit- 
nessed many problems, after which it 
was, for a peri^ cancelled altogether. It 
was relaunched in 1985, with Saadeddin 
Wabba as director. It bas been under 
Wabba's charge now for 1 1 years, dur- 
ing which time it has expanded Tbe fes- 
tii^, once boycotted by tbe Intcnutiooal 
Union of Producers, was re- recognised 
during Wahba's tenure as dir^or. Still, 
the festival under Wahba .inherited cer- 
tain flaw«, among them tire high rate of 
cancellations and rampant commercial- 
ism, which have yet to bc fully ad- 
drCBed. 

But this year I've noticed there is more 
consistCTicy in the schedule. Also the se- 
lection committee — including Wahba, 
Youssef Shcrif Rizkallah and Mary 
Gbadban among others — have worked 
hard lo select Sms icprescniativc of the 
latest trends in inleroationat cinema. In 
recent years the festival has also acquired 
a second competition section, the Naguib 
Mahfouz Award. 

The problem remains that the Cairo fes- 
tival takes place at the end of tbe year 
when most films have been premiered 
elsewhere. The committee, therefore, has 
to double its cfTorts. In the piasc five years 
the committee has managi^ to get some 
exceptional filnis. And it's very re- 
assuring to see that this year the f^val 
rujcctod about KXloutofjfXlfilnisonthe 
grounds that they were sub-standard. Fur- 
thermore, films screened at tbe Carthage, 
Cannes, Berlin and Locarno festivals are 
bcii^ screened in Cairo this year, al- 
lowing local audiences access lo award 
winning films otherwise unlikely to be 
screened in EgypL It is nol then, too op- 
timistic a prognosis to claim tiiat with its 


20th round tire Cairo Intamatinnat F ilm 
Festival bas come of age. 


Youssri Nasrallaii, director 
J Hasn't invited to the openiogceieiiKxiy 
of the film festival this year, aiw* 1 
them a fax saying I was very keen on 
finding what criteria thn had used in 
conipiling their list of invitees. Then I re- 
ceiy^ an invhatioa with no a-grtinp 
which I deriiired.., Bui tin's only part of 


ODU aUl QI a S 

you act as though you have no o 
ship s o it b ecomes very coofusini 
other strange thing is that mo^ 
[f(^gn] nims are not subtitled i 
abic. When people criticise tbe ft 
audiences as being faltered oi 

nudhy and sex — well these arc tb 

tbmgs drey can get out of the fifaz 
^ is incoognebensibie becaus 
films arc not subtided in Arabic \ 
means that you cannot help but w 
quite what the festival sete out l 
What It IS here foi? Is it here to pn 
mtc^twaal cinema, or African Si 
Or IS It held to promote Egypt, per 
a tounst destination? TTie Can^ 
festival promotes African cinema 
a purpose, and the films ar 
ID Tunis. But in Egypt tbe 
hardly any films [from {be festival 
arc distributed. So the Cairo 
t^onal Film Feriival serves ™*»t 
sbow^, affording an otnortuni 
^ Clfffi 5b^>n in other ^ti^ 
Cairo festival still needs to Atfin#. j 
tor^ Itself, both regionally and 
nationally. 


Li* 1 
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is all 


Nehad Selaiha remembefs 
Karam Mutaweh, who died on 
Monday, and assesses his career 


As a pema MolBwdb never lefi you moch choice: yoo 
ehher loved or hated luBL But whichever wsy you 
you could not help ackmwledging, however begiudg- 
ingty. die ovenrhehoing presence of the die ooK 

oiuw' vividness of his dmracter and hia powei^ 
cfaann. He .walked and inoved with die shmons grace ' 
ofacatawL.even-in'ssbbdiiednioodand.veiysraolne- 
dressed^ be node eveiycBw anond iodc chui in eaiy< : 
panson. . Like an aristocrat among plebeians, he 
people feel imea^ and ai^refaeosive^ and die~ 

eluave hint, of qm^cal in>^ that atw^ tioged his 
voice could prove diaconcefting. Hewaath^Scalall 
ri^K, but alw^ in an degantj subde wtQf; you could - 
never wimginft him. gnattingj viotem or Mn t i Hi w ital- -. 
Romantic, yes in a''distaiit, pensive way, but never 
mushy. faH^ as.'wdlasiDtedieatre^bewasamas-' 
ter of mood t^ uEtonadan. ' H he cIm^ he could, 
ehaim (he' ligbt out i^your eyes; but the next moment,' 
as Ipcely » 2 ipt,.hep( 9 ^sMfch.off^ a sudden, sar* 
d a nk fecuBik and tuih'ia«^,'8faragging his {rttpuMers-’ 
1 ofien ‘wondmed if ,he"was not coostamly ph^ying a' 
game, mdol^og a pasBon for acting disthisTnidation 
and achievement as a: ifirectm never allow^ full scope. 
He had the maVmgg of a star — good looks, >JH ni < m ni • 
and sex-mipeal; and he nude a gSodb^mung on.tbe 
screen, {dsyiitglhe leadmafOmon the U& ft- 
mous singer and coxqioser. &yed Darwidi. . -But he 
never made it as a film stan possSity he. was fir too. 
theatrical, and the c a mer a dom not tde khufly to <**■*, 
or possibly be was fir too' znvolyed in the thottie to 
give much time to films. Myown guessisthtihispa- 
somlity, shaip inidligeQoe and axtisdcpenpcacity, 
were in the end le^onsil^ for m»iowg film pr uyinntw 
and direcfora shy away fiom him. He 'im'^ffieult to 
qjproach, let alooe le^ aU Wth crify-15 £Iiii" 
y pe ai a n ces, did it rankle to sm so many of his stu- 
doits, of far lesser talent dian his, fir ootsa^ hhn? ' 

Irankally, most .ordinaiy Egyptahs and Arabs 

nowad^s, .and pastkolai^ Sn fhoM who were. not 
around in dm sixties; Mutaweh is known primarify, and 
often soldy, .a8 a-TV actor.. A aeries ttfromaidk nries : 
in soap operas in recent years establisb^ hhn u a 
househola name,; and a clew fivida^ uifi tte ladies: . 
After one sodh operarBondses; it was common to 
hem h jcddi^ mid drat half die women of ]^ypt . woe 
in love with Kaiam Motaw^ and the lemaik carried 
more than a grain of oedbili^. . h sounded ftaOexing 
and donbdes^. gave ^otgectsksepleanire: itisnp 
mean achievement fin* aman is hfi'nnddlB fifties to be' 


' seen as the romanfic.beio of soqi open par exeeJDetica, 

I«t^ hw harf tmm iiy irnfir fnr rtw pttfT 

wraen ytiung.' But. there was something shamefully re- 
. ductive- brail this.' - Television znay have brought Mu- 
.laweb-. fime.' and poraib^ fortune; but it is not for his 
' p^ -rai'die sm^ screen that he fi gmng to be r> 

: g ib b er ed.-, To know the full size and wue of the man, 

. ovra has to IboSc to his career in die theatre. 

' Born in 1933, Mutaweh cranbined the study of law and 
dieatze as an' undergraduate, matriculating in bodt in 
1956 and -1957 cpDsecudvety. hi di^ years it was good 
to be yom^ tslfented, ambmous and of the Left. Ideo- 
. .logjcaUy, Mptaweb was a socialist levtdutwoaiy and an 
' eatfansiastie supporter of the Nasserite zepme. (He ze- 
mained.a sodaiiwifl] the end, albeit a disiUusimi^oiie.) 
He embraced the revohzdonaiy project pro posed by Na^ 
^ wholdientedly ^' with b the zuuion of the polit- 
ically coznnntted artist. Like the iziajo^ of leaffing m- 
taUectu^ dien,-jb'e bdkved fiat the pcimaiy function of 
'ftte arts,' and. of .the', theatre in particular, was to revolu- 
tionise socki^ and beightea social consckusness. For- 
' tzmat^ ftn’ Miitavreh, the cultural policy of fbe regime 
then aimed at devdrqdng a new, Tevolutiomy in-, 
‘tellebtiial .leadeiidup and generously invested in scbolar- 
abroad. Within a couple of years of aaduation, 
Motaweb found himself in Italy, at the age m 25, stud- 
ying, dieatre. If diis.hzul not'hropened, would his talent 
have survived dwstifibig giro of mgma? One wonders. . 

- Six years m Italy corrected fie balance between art and 
ideolo^. He came bad in 1964 as revolutionary as ever, 
but he had gained a deep and wide es^ieiience of a large 
.variety of dieatre and developed an mtense, meticulous 
consraouSDCSs of die aesfietic side of p erformance. He 
plimged headldog into wo^ creating a veritable furor 
"w^ Ins producticm ofTusof Idris* Al-Farafixr (Ihe Un- 
derliti^}. For tte second time, he had proved the fi- 
- vonrite of fivtune. It v^ a gioriods start and gave Mm 
just die ri^ innd of.pi^ at the ri^ time. It was a 
' stn^ of l^hUstunfilmgrgion Idris at die time. After 
three {jays, Idris bad tired of tealian and qient some 
time' mulling ' over lhe question of dramatic fonzL In 
three articles, pifilished in 19M, be eiqilcxed the possibil- 
ily amving at an anthe^calfy Ai^ theatric^ mode 
based on dm tradztiooal forins of popular entertainmenL 
. To bone hk ideas ^ by way of experioKoting, be wrote 
Al-Fan^e^l The experimeot p^ off and bla^ a traO 
for a whole theatzkal bend that is stfll widi us today. 

• 'dm (Srectbr of Idris’ pioneerii^ vra^ Mutaweh 
■was 1 ^ in the blaze and it cazned Mm, mstazitly, 


10 the top. The production process was pi^ 
dictably tempestuous: both die playwright and <B- 
rector were young, willfiil, confident and proud. 

Soon, they were at loggerheads, each msistii^ he 
knew bettCT. What kept them fiom splitting was 
dieir deep apprmaiion of each other's talent In 
the battle or wills, Mutaweh won, <> iuiii?iig fie 
whole of die third act fiom the text, and pro- 
ducing a much more mu* anrf less rambling play. 

The version that played at the National and was 
subsequently autlmrised fra* printing by Idris him - 
seU^ is a ei^t to Mutaweh's artistic and critical 
sense. 

'Despite their much-publicised differences and 
diqiuks Over /H-Forq^er, Idris and Mutaweh 
were essentially gmilar in tiieir attitude to theatre 
and shared a common artistic and ideological 
ground Both were keen experimenters and in- 
novators and at fie samg rime, quite paradox- 
ically, passionate fundamcntali^ intent on dis- 
covering an audientic identity for theatre rooted 
in the Egyptian soil. In the case of Mutaw^ this 
double pursuit of authenticity and innovation be- 
came evident when be took over the management 
oftbe Pocket Theatre on 13th July, 1964. Inase- 
ries of productions, be brou^t tte latest trends 
anH techniques in directing to bear on texts ranging fiom 
Aes^ylus* A&anemnon, Goldoni's Master of Two Ser- 
vants and Giddiov's Cherry Orchard, to an epk poem 
by the contempoiaiy Egyptian poet Naguib Soioor, based 
on a popular, peasant love story, and a peasant drama by 
Shawqi Al-Hakim, based on a popular ballad. 

In fiese productions, as well as in his overall manageri- 
al poticy,. whether as head of the Pocket Theatre, or the 
National, or the State- theatre sector, Mutaweh es- 
tablished, pethqis for the first time in Egypt, the com- 
plete authority of the director over fie poformance and 
hisri^ttohiterferewiththetexL The notion oftbe thea- 
tre diTBctor as creative artist, rather than as executor of 
fie author's will, was bom then, starting the long feud 
between dramatists and dirceuxs. In th^ productions, 
too, Mutaweh dweloped and clarified his distinctive di- 
rectoiial style, which is his gr^ achievement It is an 
elusive s^le that shuns ^mmickiy, decexation and any 
gratuitous details, and concentrates instead on powerful 
lines, clear contours and sculptured fbimatioos. On tiie 
visual level his procbictions cany a kind of dignity that is 
rare in the Egyptian theatre, and their austere simplicity 
is invariably imbued with a sense of urgency and pent-up 
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passion. But the visual simplicity is alnrays countered 
by aura] richness, and I have never known an Egyptian 
director to expend as much care and attention on the 
sound and vo^ texture of his productioo as Mutaweh 
did. 

The last years of Mutaweh’s life were turbulent Po- 
litically, aik on the public level, be was at peace wifi 
the regime at last; whether out of conviction or cynical 
lassitude is anybody's guess. The time of active, vi- 
olmt dissent which bad driv’en him out of fie country 
for years had gone by and he had setoed into a Idnd of 
mellow melancholy underneath a Theatrical maak of 
cynical, languorous nonchalance. But on the personal 
level, and perhaps as a sign of a deep, ^iritual malaise, 
there were storms and upheavals: aftff an exeoqilaiy 
marriage Ui^ lasted nearly 25 ye^ and was regarded 
by many as a marriage of true minds, he suddmly di- 
vot^ ^ wife, actress Sobair El-Murshidi, fell in love 
and qukkly remarried, and one month before he died 
he was sin^e ag^tn, wifi only his sister beside his sick 
bed. I only bo^ fiat in his final hours he could draw 
some consolation fiom remembering those glorious 
days in the sixties. 



on cue 


Hala Halim attends one of the highlights of the Cultural Programme 
coinciding with the film festival, an open discussion with Youssef Chahine 


Theacene was so estquisfts^.ciborecsrqibed jtvras.wor- 
tiiy of Hialring. On 'SGXeen is QhaMne eitpniindtng oo. 
fioedom of expression in one of fie sequences of Al- 
Muhahana (7m 7>iaP, the hte Mobamed SfaHil's docu- 
mentary on the lawsuit hcqi^it a gpi^ Cliahme’s fihn 
Al-iiahagir. Then fie K^ils go on ^ Chahtae himsdf 
enters to wild applause. But the dicroognqfied eohy 
was more the lesnttcJaccaiknt than deogn. 

The ctnesga bufis g a fl ie^ last ’ Wednesday in the 
b asement of the Greater CaiiD Obiaty, where, seminars 
on cinema are beM as part of the Ontoical ProgEaname 
which runs alm^ride lito film festival, were fi^ for a : 
double-hffl -sessm^^a .open Adqgue wifi,:direcqm 
Youm^ Cfarinne md Tewfik Saleh part of fie fes- 
tival’s eddnatitk of fitasseverdkfilmfidzQrs, to be fol- 
lowed screening The 7>^'A8 ft hippe^^ fie 
film ws screened -first and stofiped afiCT' lO'mnnites 
when Chahine was udieied in, somenfiat late, 1^ tire 
modoator of tire sesaon, AB Abu 9iadi, film cxitk and 
lecoitly ^ipohiicd dnef of the Censoiritp Bureau. 

Whzk at fizat tire bracketz^ of Ghafaizre whose film 

Al-Muhag^ is bfflnred — wifi tire chief censor ippeared 
s omewha t anomalous tire two qiticl^ settled fora hu- 
morous lootme, Chalnire csca^oating his tornfik 
pertfifia, to Abu Shadi zzMch-^logetically after 

eveiy ieiqileri^ tire'Iatter foigtiisg ditt^.'Hufway 
through tire sesaon, they bad seeded on sjvonyms fin 
Chahme’s firaounte eqiletive^ ihus; the adjeefi^ “(fir- 
tf* (“a fifty stray”, diitiest of tire lofO ^ 
placed by ‘‘unclean’’. . 

In tiie opening Abii Shadi expressed his 

zegrettiimTravffl Salehcoitidnotbeitfeseittonaceouzzt • 
of ifiness. tiro aiitBii^ Ire said, w. nxire than tiidr 

year t^birfiin cranmom both .were Ateandriims and 
both had graduated frra Vktozia College; Cbahme's 
lafr a w w Abu Shafi si^ .was on account of his being 
vray bi^ these days wrakmg on his'nw film on Ibn- 
Rnriid. CAoli^ on ^ otiier bmd, said.it was rally half 
• an hour befrae that he. h^ heaid be was m^eeied at the 
Greater CUio Ubniy — hen^ omu^ time to riiower 
and change to come and zn^ the au&nce iooknig pre- 
MwtAift. And indeed he.fid look pr e s eittable, in a lav- 
endersi^a Mack waistooat and jnatdwng tweed jaA- 
et, discarded as toon as it b^an to znqwde bis eqianave 


After calling for aii ashtray Chahiae devoted fads full 
attentiam to tire audience. The first question is sligji^. 
zany. *Tlow is ft . you hove always managed to astonitii. 
and refiesh us titroo^xxtt your kmg and beantifiil ca- 
reer?" 

nmhfne, nmair e he has cBu^-tbe drift of tire (pies- 
tion, aqs if yon'ie gpbtg to be a fibrnnaker, you can’t 
be in ft for tire monej^because if your filnis are ai^ 
good they won’t bring in mneh mrarey;' nor cain yon be 
m ft tor tire finne. He then waxes lyncal about dl tire 
pfweihiiirieg mfornwrinn tedmology has' Opened iqi lbr 
tire fihzunaker. He rays tiret foEr tire film he’s woiJdng on 
be marie an on-line reqi^ arising ahbp t tire kind'of 
oun used in Andalusia in the twdfth eentuiy and within 
tinee' mmirtee jecoved ssnyiles. Then, in typical dra- 
emsive vein, he Ikids fratii bn the prsfifems that ftue the 
Fgyprian film 'indostcy, amoagthm tire phacy of films 
by illegsl video ocqiies, msoy of wfatrii are then widdy 
distributed m Guff stales. *^Zlre yon fiel likie taking a 


lesT, he says, “is tire d^ yon go gaga. Well, I’m already 
half gaga, tire otirer haHTm in no fau^ for.” 

Other questions bring to the fore well-trodden pet 
peeves. jUdeed about fie efiectivetress of tire Chatobra of 
biduatiy, Cfaafime con^waiodalty alleges that elec- 
tions to the chamber have, in tire put been conlrovetsial, 
titat ire monbers know notimmabora fieir woik, tint the 
chamber does-nothn^ to fix lees for tire expeut of filing 

Hfiri ftiat Fg yp riaii TV rirw^ a flf riiwnping 

The ruler of an Arab couidiy, Chafine recounts, “re- 
cently sent me a blonde requesting a copy of Al- 
I told the Monde to tell him to get it fiom the 
ireoest grocra m hk niri^tiXH^ 

- The auteur's, lustoiical qpk films, indudnig Al-Nassp- 
Salah Al-Dbi (Salafin) raid Wadaan Bonaparte (Adieu 
BonaparteX ibmed the focus of some of the questions. A 
man ‘oho is olmously a dose acquaintance of Chahme’s 
Owih tire latter and /fiu Sh^ at first resented his askhig 
questions stnoe he had access to the firector aztywayX ob- 
served tiret the pattern of Chahine's production of his- 
torical fihns had dianged in leoent years. While two dec- 
ades sqmate Al-Nassir Salah Al-lXn and Wadaan 
Etoio&arie (Afieu BaumaiteX Chahine's current project 
set in tire Andalusia of fie twrifth ceiri^, came imnredi- 
alely after ^Mdkgzr, set in Pharaonk Egypt How did 
tire dimitor coplaibi his growing penchant for faxstorkri . 
filiDs7Cfaahiire,titiI]atedltytirequestioniieadsmitasub- 
teatt to tire efiixf that he eschews censorri >9 by addressmg 
cucicnt issues tisra^ historical allMoiy. When tire man 
who a^zd line question tries to elaboi^ he is riiouted 
down-by understood your question. Do yon 

trito ine ibr an ifiol?” 

Qiahinfc ’ajnawer is tentative, ruminative. It’s not just a- 
~quesim ofstatB censb^b^ be qreculries; tirere’s an in- 
ner censmship too ^ one fisl yon need continDously to 
pityoars^a^unst. 

‘ ’The miidsliy of cultore has banned one of nty films. 
The Mhtistiy of Justice has banned another.’’ Chahine 
pauses, then continues: *There are firings that need to be 
sairLl and histray repeats itseftl What did I fed when 1 
was tMd my fihn was i*«»«*ri was it what Ibo Rushd. felt 
uficD his boMs were burned?" Nobody, he admomdws, 
has tiie light to anotii^s opmions — “it’s dangerous for 
us and dangreoos fior fie Arabs." 

As if oift of tone wifi tire general trend of tire discussion, 
indeed wifi the distinctive features of Chriiine's 

oeuvre, a mm who mtroduces himself as an employee to 
the Mintaiwria! riwfmnrig ^riiy h^ nOt Iffl- 

derttiken an ejric film ere the 1973 war. Taken aback some- 
what, CTzfiine b^ins caiefuUy that tiiete are still gitys to 
what we know about tire war, that some of what we do 



know is unverified. He says that die fallout of the war is 
pa^nMe — the Open Door poIicy..retc. And tiiattiierefore 
ft would be a big reqionsnwty to make a film about the 
'73 War, a reqxreability be would not like to fio older on 
his own, particularly to view of the gaps to infornretion. 
Then, wanning iq> to the subject, be says it would, to any 
ease, have to be a propagaiidist film, that *1116 bero [of 
such a film] would ineiitabiy turn out to be Kisstoger, 
while to my opinion he’s the dirtiest of the lof . Tummg 
to Abu Shadi wifi a mischievous smile, Chahine corrects 
Hnwrif, uDcleanest of tire lot", elicitiiig a nod of pa- 
ternalistic approval firan the chref censor. 

Ato 40 years of being at loggeiheads with the cen- 
sors, began another question, does he see any role for the 
ftenenr qow satellites are here to stay? 

The censors have given me a hell of a time", says Cha- 
tiinft “But we are very qitimistic now that Abu Sbadi has 
been elected chief censor — be is, truly, one of us." 

As to the wider issue of censorship, reiterated that it 

went a gainia tire rigltt ^ fie othra to express his/her 
optokns and beliefs. Elaborating on his most recent ex- 
periencesi, he explained that censorship is at its worst 
when it comes to historical films- **Th^ tell you stoce 
it's a historical film, we must go throi^h it. You say. 
how dare you? What have you read?... And why do we 
have Holy Books, is it not so we can discuss them? And 
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perhaps I'm chronicling my times tiuough another era. 
But soon, inshaUah, tiiey’ll close down the censorship 
bureau." At which point Abu Shadi grumbled about tire 
prospect of his own unemploymeoL 

Tire director was getting restless — “don't you serve 
drinks to place?" — and Abu Shadi indicated there 
was time for only one more question. At this point, a 
young man came forw’ard and began a rather startling 
anecdote he’d beard about Chahine. 

‘'Some foen^ of friends of yours told me that while 
you were researching story of the Pn^het Joseph for 
Al‘Muhagfr, when you read it in the (^'an you said: 
'What a brauliful story, how could Mobamed have writ- 
ten this?’" Whh remarkable self-conqrosure, Chahine 
commented tiiat be very much regretted that such a sen- 
tence was said at this session, thto be harboured oo ha- 
tred for anyone, not even for the lawyer who launched 
the lawsuit against Al-Muhagir. 

After a brief intennission, the screening of the. docu- 
mentary, The Trial, was resumed. The film which nar- 
rates only the first phase of the legal battle over ri/> 
Muhagir. ending with Chahine winning the suit on the 
grounds that the lawyer who broi^t the charges was not 
in a (religious) position to do so, was poignanL Tbe Ju- 
bilant at fie rrieasc of AI-Muhagfr and, by extension, 
the reassuring message that fieedom of expression was 
still tqibeid to Egypt, are, to the viewer of 1996, tainted 
with the subsequent knowledge tint Al-Azhar then toMt 
up the lawsuit and had the fibo banned to To 

those in the audienre who knew the late Mobamed SbebI 
or were acquainted with his work, seeing ttos, one of the 
mstaltmente of his seiics of dociimentaries on Chahine, 
was doubly poignanL Bio, de^iite — or perhaps because 
of — the fact that the documentan has alr^y dated, 
one is able to raipreciate Sbebl's deft handling of the ma- 
terial, his skillfol “defence" of Chahine wifi excerpts 
fiom the director’s oeuvre illustrating or subverting argu- 
ments for or against the sqituagenarian enfant terrible of 
Egyptian cinema. 


Cairo Internationa! Film Festival Programme 


It is now SO years siiice die 
foundtog of UNESCO. 1 had 
tte pleasure of taking part in 
the two-member Egyptian 
delegation *lrot participated to 
the inaugural meeting to Lon- 
don. The meeting laid down 
tiie founding principles of this 
oi^nisation’s reqxmsibility, 
givtng it a mandate to fa- 
cilitate the circulation of ideas 
by “word and t>y image". 

A few months ago 
UNESCO devoted its poblkap 
tion. Sources, to books. The 
issue started wifi the ques- 
tion: “Will the bell toll for the 
book in the 'information 
^’?" And tire answer was: 
“fear not, for the book is and 
will continue to be an ir- 
replaceable source of learning 
and pleasure as well as a fore- 
most partner in the UNESCO 
mission to promote tire cir- 
culatirm of ideas by word". 

The issue contained a nuzn- 
ber of articles dealing wifi 
books and the pubBriiing in- 
dustry to several regioDS. 
Am^ the contents was a re- 
port on tire experience of 
Mazy Bugembe, fie organiser 
of fie Nairobi Pan-Afikan 
Children Books' Fair, whkh 
has been held «wnn»iiy rince 
1993. Summing up tiie ni™g 
of the fiir, she says: “There 
are too many lads ndio warn 
to read but whose parents can- 
not afford to buy books. So 
we put iq> a teat wifi a libiazy 
whm tiiey read and Hsten to 
stozyteilers while their parents 
arrange to swtp books later”. 

UNESCO has organised a 
soccessftil project to tire Asia/ 
Iteific region, aimed at pro- 
moting Iheia^ and cultural 
awareness amozig children. 
The program^ has so fir 
produced 25 titles which have 
been translated into 27 Asiatic 
languages to over 18 coun- 
tries. The books have also 
been jutoted to nizie EuFtqrean 
languages and almost four 
minion copies are cunmitiy to 
circulation. The titles are 
mainly anthologies of short 
stories and folktales, but also 
include a series of books on 
tiie environment; fbe first be- 
ing a book about Trees — 
sizable in 20 languages — 
describtog spmes of trees in 
the Asia/Paofic re^oiL The 
gm ptiiMAi is placed on science 
because “science is more neu- 
traT, according to fie manag- 
er of the pro g r am me. “Yet we 
don't want to just present sci- 
entific information. We want 
to interest and motivate chil- 
dren," be added. 

“Books for fie price of a 
newqreper” is the title of an 
article on a subject of rel- 
evance K) Arab countries, al- 
tbou^ many Arabs may be 
oblivious to it — I certify 
had never heard of ft until I 
read fie aztiele. to November 
1995 some 30 Arab and Lotto 
American journalists gathered 
at the h^dquuters of Al- 
Andalus Heritage Organ- 
isation to launch a project — 
Kitab fi jarida — rimed at 
“putting nteiature within tire 
FTOcih of greater numbera". 

The idro of the Latin Amer- 
ican countries was to share 
wifi the Arab world the re- 
cent experience of 26 daily 
new^Hpers to produring 
books and distributing them 
free of charge. So fir the p^ 
pers have p^uced 140 znil- 
lioo copies of 37 tities repre- 
senting a selection of fie best 
known works in con- 
temporary Spanish and Por- 
tuguese literatures. The pro- 
ject started in 1992, with fie 
participating newspapers pub- 
lishing montiily supplemeoG 
presenting unriiridged works 
by famous writera. Apart fiom 
cootribultog to the cultural in- 
tegration of Portuguese and 
Spanish freaking countries, 
die project is also a means of 
promoting literature amoug 
large segments of fie popula- 
tion wifi limited access to 
reading material. 

I do not know whether the 
Arab project has taken off, but 
tirere re no doubt that suA a 
projecL to the words of Carlos 
Ortega, the writer of tire ar- 
ticle, “will keep societies 
fiom being increasingly 
caught to the grip of an audio- 
visi^ culture that to the end 
could hamper our collective 
capacity to read and write". 
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raof 

3.3(^mc La Scoria (luiy) 

& Bve Bye iFiaocc} 

9.30pm\ Lone Star (USAI 


(Ftenee) 

Mira 

lOJOtam The Gaod Bope (Nedier- 
lands) 

3.3^\ Ufa. Uve And Demfa (Ges^ 
many) 

AJd^n: UUm (ftely) 

9.3tffmr. MBwiirffc.r >aa (Gennany) 


I0.30aar Le Voienr de Ittm (Mo- 
rocco) 

3.3i^v. My Generaden Glaly) 

A TB Chilsimat (USA | 

9.3i^ar. Ragam Faeif (Italy) 


10.30am: DreeralaBd (AnsBia) 
i.iflper: Penally Area (Italy) 

6. A C ao cerien N^ht (Ger- 
nway) 

9.3(fm: Three S eas e na (Greece) 


lOJOmn: Maekahe (Algerie) 
j-A^'SHordag dicGw (Camds) 
SJ(^ The Mea Neigfabotn- (Hnn- 


3.30^: The Oreiree Wateslng 
Tram (Uimgety) 

O.iqpBi: La Scoita (laly) 
9.3^>m: Rye Bye (Frenee) 


10.30am: Death Ma NeoptdlBn Matb- 
CBBtidaB (iBly) 

J.Jibm; lue a Part (France) 

Nkk A Jane (USA) 

UepnR Ontaide Time (Gamany) 


3.30pm: Gvpsy SonI (Spam) 

6 JC^: WnAed Oat (Croatia) 
9.3(^im; Let's Make a Pindise Holy) 




raiudalUrefee (Gennany) 


J.JItanr. Some Kind of Life (UK) 

Thicker than Water (USA) 

9SOpmr. OBtsMrUoK (Gerraatty) 


I0.30am\ The Bocers (Italy) 

Hr MakugcrilieMabetiBB 

(Inmo) 

A30pm: Dark Saerrt (Gammy) 
9.3^: The End oftbe World (iBly) 
C/veoHue I 


3.30pm: r’imini« (UK) 

6.jepar. The Pronder (luiy) 

O.S^mn The Plying Dntebmnn (Neti^ 

ctiandst 

Talair 

10.30am: ChUdhood Memories (Holy) 
J. Jtym; Salm C h ns fa (A%Bia) 

6 30pm: AU Mon are Mortal (Nether^ 
lands) 

9.30pm: The Whims of a River 


lOJOamr. Vaafca isoff (HiagBiy) 
J.yfevni Penally Area (liaiyi 
0. Jtl^: Cry, Tiie B eloved Conntiy 
(So(ilh Afiim) 

9JI^: NlluMkirche (Gennany) 

ItUmd. 38TidaaiHobSi,Dmimtam. 
Tel 574 565A RoA 34 Talaai Hart 
Si, Dawntam. TV 575 6563. Caaaaal 
A B, 13 EmadeMhi S. Dmnum-n. Tel 
779537. T9at.NaarOty. Tei363 
9407. Sam /. IS fMadhddm 5t 
Awmoml Td 934 830. San, Rom 
S9.HdumoetTd 258 0344. Nor- 
■oaAi, St B-Akram A Hatiepolis. Td 
3500354. TaMr. lJ3TaliHrhDoUtt 
Td 335 573A Mama. 35 Tdeai Omb 
A Dowaumm. Tel 393 3897. RhaBl 
36MyA Damaam. Td5755033. 

AO mfitrmanaa rorrm or ttne ifgiiaa 
mpreia.lt remain, /bgaoHw, aoS^Me 
i^mrmiaavammaiaaAtmgoSlnoetietr 
proffetmmaraRBiAetobedmBBiis 

dmnaattca. 

Compiled by It^ ENiashef 
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The heat is on 


Global wacmiog* whicb scieaidsts 
predict may have drastic effects 
on human life, aquatic resources 
and agriciiltUR on the planet, is 
also one of the most complex en- 
vifomneotal problems facing de> 
velopmeot workers in Egypt and 
in tbe world at large. Last week, 
tbe United Nations Development 
Programme and tbe Energy Plan- 
ning Authori^ held a seminar 
ain^ at enhancing national ca- 
pabilities in climate change. 

Hie use of increasing amounts 
of fossil fuels, the main source of 
energy for industry in tbe de- 
velop^ industrial countries (and 
poDoitiafly in less industrialised 
countries aspirii^ to in- 
dustrialisation) has resulted in in- 
cieasmg rates of carbon dioxide 
enussions, and has raised the tem- 
perature on the planet. 

Osama Ei-Kholi. consultant to 
the Eg^tian Environment Affairs 
Agency (EEAA), attributed the 
problem of cliinatic change to 
prevailing patterns of copsunq)- 
tion. El-KhoIi called fossil fuels 
**ihe principal reason for global 
wamm^. Fossil fuel combustion 
has rjiuMff increasing emissions 
of certain gases (mainly carbon 
dioxi^ methane, nitrous oxide. 


warming was . 
the hM topic 
at a recent 
UNDP 

coiifbrence. 
Any good : 
news? Co^tt 
ekpoHteffs 
sii^ld.be. 
optimistic. 
^tehmoud Bakr 
attended 



Solir KJdtiAMi 
iAbsoibedbrdie 
Bsidt's Surface 


,HeaiLonesdoeio i infti^bj'RKBaiku 
bO^riEvaponDoaaidCoBWCdoBjn^ 







Mnp.ce'aMasy of Osama O^ChibfideCaflii^ tte hitcractioa of evaporafion and radiation Whicb nn- 


volatiic com- 
pounds and fTwte»^'alg used in cooliitg and air condi- 
tioning f^ilhies), and may be linked directly to foe 
intensification of industrial activities since the onset 
of the industrial revolution. Carbon dioxide emis- 
sions greatly exceed ofoo- greenhouse gases and are 
foerefore considered foe main cause of foe phe- 
nomenon of global wanning. 

El-Kboli praiicts that if global wanning persists 
unchwked, foe planet will suffer. Water levels in 
seas and oceans will rise as ice-caps in foe polar re- 
gions mclL Large stretches of coastline and low- 
land islands, including foe Nile Dcha, will be sub- 
merged. Habitual patterns of rainfoH — those ac- 
cordfog to which cultivation systems are planned — 
win be altered. Crop productioa and fisbing will 
suf^, tidal waves and storms will occur wifo in- 
creasing frequency. New pests and diseases wifi 
proliferate. 

One of foe first developing countries to study the 
possible effects of climate change on national de- 
velopment, Egypt began a total inventory of green- 
house gas emissions ev*cn before signing the Con- 
vention on Climate Change presented by foe United 
Nations Secretariat at the 1992 lUo de Janeiro Earth 
Summit. At foe end of 1993, foe Egyptian and US 
governments signed an agreement initiating a joint 
research project, aimed at ex amining the basic in- 


ventory and assessing possible consequences of cli- 
mate chaige in Egypt, whicb is presently in its final 
phase. Another project aims at formulating a na- 
tional plan of action to addr^ tbe potential con- 
sequences of clin^ change. 

Ibrahim Abdel-Galil Ei-Sayed, ebainnaa of foe 
Energy Planning Organisation, emphasised that the 
adoption of clean technologies which reduce green- 
house gas emissions should be a global commit- 
ment requh^ tbe Convention on Climate 
Change signed by over a hundred states during foe 
Earth S ummi t held in 1992. Egypt, by virtue of its 
geographical and economic cooditioos, is con- 
sidered one of the most vulnerable countries in foe 
world to the negative consequences of climate 
change. 

Enumerating Egypt's efforts in this domain, EI- 
Sayed noted that a oational strat^y to address cli- 
mate chWige is being formulated with inputs from 
the Environment Affairs Organisation, tbe Energy 
Plamung Organisation and other organisatioos and 
agencies wifo foe assistance of a team of Egyptian 
scientists. 

The national plan will explore foe possibility of 
introducing ctesm technologies into the domestic 
market and identifying resource needs in 

order to inform policy on mformation exchanges, 
cq»city building, research and development pro- 


granmies, technical and financial support, com- 
munity-based programmes and the participatioD of 
non-goveramcntal organisations. The issue of cli- 
mate change is particularly relevant to Egypt be- 
cause of limted food, water and land resources, and 
because of the danger tiiat foe Delta (whicb ac- 
commodates some 65 per cent of Egypt's popula- 
tion) may become submerged by tbe flood waters. 
Tbe Nile, which provides ^ypi with 90 per cent of 
its water resources, may also suffer. Egypt's north- 
ern coastal regioa. which is of substantial value to 
the national economy, will also be devastated by 
floods. 

On climate change and coastal resources, Mo- 
hamed Ezaeddin El-Ra'i, de^ of the (nstitutc for 
Research and Graduate Studies at foe University of 
Alexandria expected foe increase in greenhouse 
gas emissions to raise foe temperature of foe earfo 
by an average of 1.5 to 3 degrees centigrade in the 
coming century. Water levels will rise by 25 to 
110 centimetres on average during the coming cen- 
tury, floodiog many coa^ areas. Tbe rise in tern- 
peraturs will also affect tbe rate and distribution of 
rainfall and foe speed of wind. Evaporation will in- 
crease with the rise in temperature, thus ag- 
gravatiqg aridity. Coastal and desert areas and 
their communities w*iD be foe worst affected by cli- 
mate change. 


Indirect consequences of cli- 
mate change could include mas- 
sive migrations from foe af- 
fected areas. Agricultuiai labour 
niU migrate from flooded cost- 
al regions and arid areas. Fishr 
ing commurunes will see their 
main resource dwindle to noth- 
ing. 

Egypt's northern coast will be 
esp^ially affected by two ni^ 
factors, according to El-Ra'i: in- 
creased emissions of greenhouse 
gases; and the erosion of coasts 
by tides and currents which 
gradually wash away sands from 
some areas and deposit them in 
others. This phenomenon ac- 
celerated after the construction 
of foe High Dam. The environ- 
mental balance maintained by 
the alliiviaf mud deposited on 
foe Nile’s hanks bas been dis- 
ton^ As a result, foe water lev- 
el seems to be rising, a ifoe- 
nomenon aggr avated by foe 
extraction ofwderground water 
or oil resources. 

El- Ra'i urged that the en- 
vironmental awareness of foe 

geneid public, decision makers 

and investors be increased. 
Tourist villages should not be 
built on land tfaieatened by the rise in the sea level. 

Global wamung. however, remains con- 
troversial. D^ite the presence of certain in- 
dicators indicating a rise in temperature in foe Nile 
Valley, carbon dioxide emissions in this region are 
for below' the le\’els of industrial countries, ac- 
coTtting to Diaeddin El-Qousi, vice-president of 
foe National Centre for Aquatic Research at foe 
Mmisuy of Public Works and Water Resources. 
EI-QousL however, expected climate change to 
lead to the rise in sea level and to affect the qual- 
ity of underground water in coastal water basins, 
shallow basins and drainage in foe Delta. 

He also predicted changes in foe qualitv* of surfoce 
water as a result of changing evaporation rates. 

Hehni .Mohamed Eid. director of ibe Ag- 
□cultural Meteorological and Climate Change Re- 
search Centre, discussed foe effect of climate 
chaise on the agricultural sector in Egypt Ac- 
cording to a study initiated in 1989 by a rescaicb 
team from foe Land and ^'aicr Research Instinne, 
climate change will produce negative effects on 
foe production of wheat bariey, maize, sorghum, 
rice and soya bean by 2050. Tests measuring crop 
sensitivity to tempeiatuie increase predicted pos- 
itive results for cotton, as foe productivi^ of cot- 
ton is expected to substantially increase with cli- 
mate change. 


The visitor who came to stay 

Francine Henrich was the European Commission’s mission head in Cairo 
Irom 1 985 to 1 991 . She tells Nenneen Abdel-Fattah about coming back 


Francine Henrich bad never visited Egypt before, 
but she immediately fell in love wifo foe coumry 
and tbe people, so much so that she thought of 
E^t as her second home, and her Egyptian 
fric^ as her fhmiJy. 

After she was transferred to India, late in 1991, 
she continued to return at least once, if not twice, a 
year. Heniitfo has more than 35 years of work in 
politics, in France or abroad wifo foe £U, behind 
her. 

Henrich was educated at one of foe best ^rls' 
schools in Nancy, Lorraine. Sbe moved to Pmv to 
and attended foe prestigious School of Polil^ 
Science, where she studied international relations 
and international law. After graduation, she was 
assigned to foe French Embassy in Germany as as- 
sistant to the Financial Counselor. In the eJiriy six- 
ties, when enthusiasm for a united Europe first 
emeiged, ^ be^ work at the Luxemtourg- 
based Peonanent Secretariat of foe European Par- 
tiament, on tbe Economic and Financial Com- 
mittee. Later, Ae moved to the Foreign Affairs 
Committee, and was put in charge of African and 
developing countries. She spent 13 years in tbe 
parliamcnL In 1974, she shined to ^ Ministry of 
Agriculture, as a special adviser for International 
European Affahs. She took leave of absence from 
perliaunent. Great Britsua, Ireland aid Daun^ 
were maJdng a Itid to join the community, and 


Henrich was on the French delegation to the nego- 
tiations. “They were veiy long and difficult, but it 
was a fascinating time,** she remembers. 

Henrich went back to the European Parliament, 
this time as the principal admuustrator at tbe Ex- 
ternal Affairs Committee, in charge of relations 
wifo dcvelc^ing counlrics. Commissioner Claude 
Cbeysson offered her tbe post of special envoy to 
tbe foen Congo, and she accepted with alacrity. 
Henrich spent four and a half years in the Con^ 
under three preskleats. Her next post was Tonisia, 
then tiie headquuters of both tiie Arab League and 
the PLO. Her relation with Arafat was *Srery gooiT, 
and improved further after she was transfoired to 
E^t in 1985, when the Communify undertook 
special humautaiian activities in Gaza and foe oc- 
cupied territories. 

Egypt was one of the posts sbe enjoyed most. **1 
had a lot (rf* job satisfaction. 1 was yeiy motivated 
by foe exceltent cooperation I had with tiie govem- 
menL We woiked together very hard, very hard in- 
deed. but wifo success.” She mentions as e xamples 
a pilot project in scif-susteinable developmeitt car- 
rira out in various govemorates, as well as foe Hel- 
wan Waste Water Project 

When Henrich comes to Egypt, she always feels 
that she is coating home: “Just as President Cbiiv 
says, ‘when I'm in Egypt, 1 don't feel I'm in a for- 
eign country'. Egypt is my country too, half my 



family is here,” says Henrich of her ^yptian 
friends, with whom she shares true ftiinily occa- 
sions. “As a matter of fact, 1 have more friends here 
than in France, which I left for so long.” 

Her fourth and last post as EU ambassador was in 
India, where she stay^ for another four and a half 
years before finallv h-mrling in her resignation. 

Henrich, has always been an avid art collector, 
with a particular interest in Egyptian modem ait, for 
which sbe developed a raarted taste when she first 
came to Egypt. Her collection includes works i^ 


Gazbiya Siny. Mohamed Abla, Bahgoiy, Ahmed 
MorsL Abdel-Hadi El-Gazzar and Seif Wanly. 
She bas also organised several exUbitioos of 
Egyptian painters' wmis in Ft ancc . For Henrich 
sponsoring Egyptian artists is not a job but “a hob- 
by, and a pleasure”. For tbe time being, though, 
Hemicfa is considering her next professional 
move. Art is for relaxatiioa, she insists, and she is 
planning a political comeback soon. “I have to 
move,” sbe says, “but I will always* do so in re- 
lation to Egypt” 



Dial an angel 


Iktay of nv collages ® 

Mt i smdl cbiWrcii, bill chaam 

cannotbe left home alone. 

their scheAiles on foose of fodr ofiGqjrma which IS 

Wfoaiofthcwoikplace. ExcepoonaDy. they 
i^tage of a doting mother IS 

foe rest of her Ufe to loobng after her W 

1 nti fft say that these saintly won^ are fw statar oe- 
tween. Usually, laving dime flieir own time mte sw- 
vice. a gins mothers are only too happy — and quro 
rightly so — to bow out of die diaper md/ar booewoix 

business. Often foey are vitoridng w«n® in foeir ^ 

wptit and, since they have been freed of tbe bur den of a 
and children, tb^ are often more suo rassfii l 
than their dai^ters. As a daughters ami d ai i gntef s- 

lo-law of women with indqiendent means must go 
foroi^ hell perfomiing an impossible balancing act in 
- I m/4 im i ijem Mvsat- 


Results of new studies, ftuihamore, show that 
dto'mewmaa” — touted as wfllnig and able to tine and 
carewitb tbe best of them — exettsmostofhisefRnG 
try iTip to do the Imre minmnim- The only diffaence, it 
seems, between the “new” and tbe “old” is th at tiy old 
did not even countenance their womenfolk's timid re- 
quests for assistance. The new, on (be other hand, are aO 
■PTwpathy and understanding. Tbe women stiD d o die 
wo^ though- *fhe world at large no tonger opposes 
women in die work force — it would be difficolt to do 
without as a of fact — but, by sneakD y de - 

stioyii^ ibe extended lainDy, it bas dealt younger woni- 
en a mottal blow. The mere logistics required to be in 
t¥vo p l"«^ at the gmie time are enough to baffle the 
craftiest aia t^ist, and there is no help forthcoming. 
There hasn't been in more than diirty yeais. In my days 
tbe problems were exitetly fbe same. 1 raaoemlte foe 
year, back in the sixties, ufoen i eoqiloyed, in rapid suc- 
cession. 27 nannies for my baby daughter. One was an 
inveterate drunk, tbe other was insane, a coigile robbed 
us blmd, and others left for their day off never to be seen 
amm Wc fouud OIK oo the tidcwolk in front of the 
bouse one day, prameoadu^ up -•wyl down in search of 
more lucrative employroenL 
Australia brought its own crop of misfits, who for 
some unfafoomable reason coisidered babysitting a 
suitable occiqradon. “You’ll find plenty of child care 
centres,” the immi^tion officer had told us. We 
didn't Not at first anyway. We had to make do with 
foose who locked our dai^hter iqi in her room while 
their boyfriend was visiting — we drew the line when 
they lock^ her up in tbe wardrobe — tiiose who 
smoked pot, practiced strange religums or pretended to 
cast speDs, took foe child to the b^h without our per- 
mission or polished off tbe cooteats of tbe refiigerahw 
e\'ery day. Shoots obstinatdy sent chfidren borne at 
foiw. w^e bosses insisted that p ar ent s should stay at 
work until fi^v. Ibe had to be bridged somehow. 
On normal days, foat is. There were me coses too, 
those which 1^ enqitihg at the most mconveitieot 
times. Then, a 3-to-5 baby sitter had to be replaced by 
that rarest of creatures, a FUll-time one. 

I vividy remember one eariy morning ufoen my 
riaiighter awoke wifo a foce twice its docg^ size and 
complained of a vioient headache. Sbe had developed 
mumps duriz^ tbe night, and I, ha'ring iqiptied for a new 
podti^ was due to t^ on important exam a couple of 
Imns 1^. “Can't you stay home ftir once?” I im- 
plored my husband. He gave me foat particular look, a 
mixture of mild surprise and indulgent huoiour, wfaidi 
meant foat be feared for nqrsamty. Meanvriule, tiie doc- 
tor had arrived, and con&med my diagnosis. “Here,” 
be said, extendii^ a visiting card. these pec^K 
tiiey wdl send you someone to lode after die dnld.” 

The service was apdy caOed *T>ia] an Anger. At 
tins particular time. I needed no less. Their ^vertise- 
ment did not lie. Witinn 15 minutes the dooibell rang. 

I could make ft to wo^ on time. Opening foe doOT 

with a smile ofrelief, I stopped short gabled. Tbe 
“angel” was a mole-for-mole iqpUca of Mal^cent the 
wicked witch. Mydau^iterwasabigfonoffiiiytales 
and here was (he witch, coming to baby-stt Feeling 
like an unworthy motiier, I opened the door a tittle witf 
er. The croedred nose and toothless moufo were un- 
mictaifahio The creature was canying a huge bag. 
ThiswasalltoomudifbrasickcfaQd. Iwasaboutto 
shut foe door on foe oi^itinare, when she pushed past 
me. “Yon don’t like my looks,” she cackleff*3ut]tour 
child will (ove me.” T bad very serious doubts. I 
watched my daughter's eyes widen in disbelief then 
fill wifo tears. Before sbe could scream in honor, how- 
ever, foe old woman placed a lovely soft doll in b^ 
anus, distracting her long enou^ to start extracting a 
number of objects from her sack. There was a <Wi* 
sheet and a number of inteiestuig lookiDg puppets. 
“Go get dressed,” ^ ordered me, “you don't want to 
be late.” A few minutes later, my dau^ter was resting 
her swollen neck comfortably on her pillows; Iwwng 
treated to what loiticed like a feaginariinr pruppet show. 
Wlm I kissed ber goodbye, sbe waved me off im- 
patieotiy. “Go, mummy, go, you’re tntetnqtting my 
show,” she said. 

Fayza Hassan 




neoieetA 


Cauliflower 
and minced meat 


iBSEfidifioai 
1 medium cmiliflower 
1/4 kg mintytft meat (cooked) 

I onion (finely chop^) 

1 tsp. crushed garlic 
1 1 ^. cumin (^ound) 

1 ciqi tomato juice 

2 heaped tsp. tomato paste 

Salt + pepper + allspice + ground nut- 
meg 
Butter 
Coro oil 

Method 

Cut tbe cauliflower into florets with a 
pan of the stem, then boil water in a 
large «w^lqng pao, whb some salt and 
cumin to abs^ some of the cauli- 
flower's caiboQ di-sulphide, then boil 
the florets until just (en^. Put in an al- 
uminium strainer and leave to cool. In 
another cook^ pan, mrit some bimer, 
add the onion, stir fry gently, foen add 
garlic and stir. Add tomato juice and 
paste; bim^ (o a boil, season end add the 
cook^ minced meat Let simmer then 
lower heat and leave to reduce. In the 
mean time pour 50016 Oil hi a frying pan 
and ^tly fry the boiled cauliflower flo- 
rets, remoidng onto kiteben blotting 
pmer. When all the cauliflower is fried, 
ado one cup of hot water to the tomato 
and minced meat nuxtura, foen add the 
cauliflower. Mix all ingredients well and 
leave to cook tog^faer for 15 muntles. 
Place in a baking dish and continue 
cookmg in a preheated medium oven for 
another 15 minutes or until the top is 
slightly browned. Serve with rice, h)fia 
fingers and a rich green salad. 

Moushira AbdeMHalek 


Well-intentioned vegetables 

Nigel Ryan on the crisp but cool 


Rafoer than tbe more conventional posy. 
Aubergine places vegetables on the rules, 
a couigette here, something else in season 
there, but always — a nod in the direction 
of the name of the restaurant — a large, 
leathery, imperially purple aubergue. You 
nu'^t think that tbe residt would be some- 
thing akin to a harvest festivaL This, how- 
ever, is not tbe case, since everything is 
done, more or less, with TestrainL 

Aubergine used to be El Patio, that ill- 
fated venue in Zamalek that for as long as 
I can remmber, has been ‘under new man- 
agcDient’ wifo alarming regularity. Now it 
is a vegetarian restaurant, hence the harvest 
festival tabic decorations. 

There is a kind of earnestness that veg- 
etables seem drati^ to bring to tbe sur- 
face, and it has somethina to do wifo no- 
tions of ihe simple, hedfoy, good life. 
Plates, rather than being china, are eartii- 
enware. Food is served in la^ casserole 
dishes, beer in pottery beakers. But ^laft 
from foe new look pottery, and foe veg- 
etable tiieme, foe interior M foe restaurant 
is ve^ much as it always was, white paint- 
ed, simple, vaguely Mefoterranean. 

The menu, foough not extensive, is com- 
prehensive enougfl Some of tbe hems, a 
c re pe , 1 rem ember p^'cularly, stuffed 

with a mixture of rcmed beans, avocado 
and a third in^edient that esc^ies me, 
sound alarmtog. Others, thoi^ more 
temptingly. 

We ordered soup — one sweet com, tbe 
other cabl^e, le^ and blue cheese, fol- 
lowed by polenta wifo tomato sauce and 
mozBicUa, and broccoli and cauliflower 
ou grafio. First came bread, which was 


fresh if not particularly good. The cabbage 
and leek soup, conqilete wifo a dollop of 
what tasted like Dtmish blue, was me. 1 
confess to a faint aversion to sweet com. 
thoi^ my luneb companion found his 
soup palatable, if a trifle bland. 

Then came foe polenta, served in an enor- 
mous bowl, ana the broccoli and cauli- 
flower in an even larger lidded disb. The 
former, a sli^Cly too runny semolina mix 
beneath a soupy tomato sauce whb glob- 
ules of meltra mozzareDa, really could 
have done wifo a little more dressing up. It 
was far from inspiring. And while foe broc- 
coli and cauliflower was well-intentioaed 
— care had been taken that foe vegetables 
would remain al denie — it was marred by 
a cheese sauce that was nondescript and far 
too floury. Both disbes were served wifo 
flourish, by a waiter who panted out that 
they were very hot and so should not be 
touched, somethh^ that turned out to be 
wishfiiJ thiflkiDg since the dishes, like their 
contents, were both tepid. 

We were tbe only customers in foe res- 
taurant at lunch time, and several items on 
the menu did not seem to be available. In 
all foimess to Aubergine. 1 will return, and 
apart from the leek cabbage soup, will 
Older dilfercat items. Other people have 
good reports of foe food, so it ouy be foat 
they were cau^t on a b^ day by two cus- 
toaers whose ordeiing was itself un- 
inqfoed. But with a bill that reached over 
LE^ including two loral beers, one rrolly 
can expect just a little more ifaougb not, I 
hasten to add, in terms of quantify, which 
was copious. Tbe service was exemplary. 

Aubo'ffne, Sayed El Bakri St. Zamalek 


Al-Ahram Weekly 

By Sarnia Abdennour 


Across 

1. Take off after /5> 

6. Blueprint (4) 

10. Prolonged un- 
consciousness (4) 

14. Mature (S) 

15. Revolt (4) 

16. North /^can port (4) 

1 7. Teiritoriis (5) 

18. Momentous (5) 

20. Stratum: resting place 

(3) 

21. Chandelier (4) 

23. He held the pillars of 
the universe (5) 

24. Fury (4) 

25. Melancholy folk-song 

(4) 

27. Stanza of eight lines (6) 
30. Yearbooks (8) 

34. Want with all one's 
heart (S') 

35. Navigate (5) 

36. Witty saying (3) 

37. Al this point (4) 


ijjijiijIlQ jaLJu 
^I3uui3 

IDaSB ' 330It9 - 393 



38. Glided (5) 

39. Mclete or Urania (4J 
40. ... el Bar (3) 

4 1 . Coteries (S) 

42. Binder (S) 

43. Settle in different country 
( 8 ) 

45. Of North Wind (6) 

46. Put oo record (4) 

47. Listen (4) 

48. Hum in subdued voice 
(5) 

51. Fluff (4) 

52. Loved one (3) 

55. Added (9) 

58. Raise foe ^irits of (5) 

60. Patellar region (4) 

61. Comfort (4) 

62. Of one's birth (5) 

63. French summers (4) 

64. Badinages (4) 

65. Domicile; tany (Sj 

DOWN 

1 . Ten-footed crustacean (4) 

2. Employ (4) 

3. Mimicked (4) 

4. Black, Red or Dead (3) 

5. Subjugate (7) 

6. Grade A (S) 

7. Hobble; flaccid (4) 

8. Viper (3) 

9. Comb, form of 56 Down 
(3) 

10. Become attracted to; sew- 
ing thread l6) 

11. Voiced (4') 



12. Prestige (4) 

13. Pismires (4) 

19. Apparatus for detecting 
direction (5) 

22. Aeon (3) 

24. Be delirious (4) 

25. Hanging lips of blood- 
hound (5) 

26. So be it (4) 

27. Pale brownish yellow (5) 

28. Cboiccst part (5) 

29. Shanks of birds’ legs (5) 

30. Expiate (5) 

31. Tickle one’s fancy (5) 

32. ... Rica (S) 

33. Invigorate; malleable al- 
loy (5) 

35. Roofing material (5) 


Last week's solution 


38. Horizontal (4) 

39. Identification (4) 

41. Old ewe (5) 

43. Give warning of (7) 

44. Leprechauns (6) 

45. Taboo (3) 

47. Pelts (5) 

48. Cookie (4) 

49. Dwarf; small pig ( 4 ) 

50. S-shaped line (4) 

5 1 . For fear that ( 4 ) 

52. Scat of intellect (4) 

53. And others, L, 2 wds. (4) i 
53. William Swiss mafits- 1 
mao (4) 

56. R^ent (3) 

57. Japanese bream (3) 

59. Commandment (3) 
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La^ WTOk, In .his regular column 
in this papery Naguib MaMbuz ra- 
called 0iat he^waa wbll over 50 
before marM^ his biithd^ with 
a party. But tiines- change and 
ttia Nobel lniimnfr*it 85th bir^ 
day yesterday was the eulmlna- 
tion of thr^ days of : celebra- 
ticmSg including screenings of 
filnm based .on .his, nbyeiSf. dis- 
piays of smne of:the .2^ tran»> 
lations sf his the 

Jaunch of: the Naguib Mahfouz 


Medal for Literature, a new 
award to be announced annually 
on 11 December. 

‘The announcement of this 
award honouring writers and iit- 
erature,^ said Mahfouz, Tias 
been the most pleasurable event 
c»f my birthday.'! hope that it will 
help uncover new talents in Ar^ 
able literature." 

The award — sponsored by the 
American ' University in Cairo — 
comprising a silv^ medal and a 


cash prize of $1,000, will be pre- 
sented to the author of the best 
contemporary novel published in 
Arabic, the recipient to be de- 
cided by a pan^ comprising Ali 
El-Rai, Abdel-Moneim Tailima, 
Hoda Wasfi, Ferial Ghazoul and 
Mark Unz, director of AUC Press. 
This year^ award winner is Ib- 
rahim Abdel-Meguid. 

Nor are celebrations of Naguib 
Mahfbu^ birthday limited to his 
homeland. This month also sees 


tiae publication in France of Mon 
EgyptOf a collection of conversa- 
tions between the • Arab worIcPs 
most celebrated novelist and Mo- 
hamed Salmawy, executive editor> 
in-chief of AkJUiram ac- 

companied by idiotographs by 
Gilles Perrin — some of which are 
reproduced below — while Naguih 
Mahfouz has himself been busy giv- 
Kig interviews to foreign journal- 
ist, including German television, 
as reported by Khaled Dawoud 
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images of 
Mahfonz's Egypt 
as captured by 
Gilies Peniji in 
Mi»i Egypte (left): 
Tbe American 
University in 
Giro’s Naguib 
Malifoiiz Silver 
Medal For 
Uteratnre (above) 



85: ‘I still exist’ 



Nobd PtizeKwinBiiig novelist N^uib Mahfouz cel^ratcd 
his SiSdi Initfaday yeste^y -while h^g depnved for more 
than two yeais of smnedDog i^ch he said lemiiided him 
that he continoed fo e(xiist wdting. 

Smee he was stabbed m tK by a yoimg Islamist ndi- 
itant in October 1994, Mahfbuz said that he is still unable to 
use his hand to writ^ . and makes this ndsapn 
even OH)reitttoOBatife Is toat he caaiKtf see his woric because 
of Us exbemdy pooreyeogbL 

'De^iito all fhe cdeinalioas bdUl in ^ypt to madt.-Mab* 
fouz's .85th biiduty; tbe prominent novelist ^ un^Ie to 
attend any of them ^ to his poor healdL But aldioaip) he 
is piiytically weak and his nwvements me slow, his.mmd is 
veiy mudi alive.. A groito.of fiieads visit him ddly'to ' 
date die novelist on die latest In- itoenational politics, lit- 

wrt wnri gtnawMi. - ' . " 

Mafafbuz*s schedole dds week was padtod with intaviews 
with of Amencan and European mecGa cagahisstions 

hoping to hear woi^ of wisdom die man ndiose novels 

are seen as the most g em ii ne- ' and accurate xedeetjons of 
Egyptian society at a certain stt^ of its-histtnyi 

2d a Jengty interview with die Cetman televisioD channel,' 
ZDF, b&hfouz described his daily rotaine rittCe the attack 
agai^ hnxc someone reads -hra new^p^per every morn- 
ing, phyrical help him eaercise Ins right ™d 


in the afternoon ftiends take him out, accompanied by a po- 
Hce gu^ to ^ somewhere fm a couple of horns for Bvely 
discussions. {his fnends] are my ccmtact with the out- 
side world," he told ZDF. 

Meanwhine, Mahfouz's strong will, acemdiog to the au- 
thor, has helped him avoid d^ression. "The only diing 1 
need is a sleeph^ pUl to help me sleep at night Also this 
has to flmctioti again {laising his ri^ Imnd] so that i can re- 
snme wridng berause I am one of tbbse writers who diink 
by using their hands." • 

Askedaboot the psychologica] efifect of the attempt on his 
life, he said: "I fen. that somethbra unjust hqrpeped to me, 
addng to my weakness as an old man. I was deprived of 
movement whOe I was a man who used to walk half of Cai- 
ro heck and forth every monuog." 

Wm bfehfouz be able to resume writing? *1 cannot write 
any more novels. The prob!^ is not only that my hand can- 
not write, but also my eyes cannot see. In novels, one has to 
read what one writes in order to recall the atmoqiheFe and 
the ^mit of writ^ Now, if 1 was cured, the maumom 1 
could titnidc of writing is very short stories, ones which could 
he written all at once vrithoot reading vriut was written be- 
fore." 

Mahfouz said that he wrote riiort stories up until 24 hours 
before toe attack. This work produced a collection of stories 


wfaidi he pitolishes every few months in Al-Abmm's wom- 
en's magazine, Niif El-Donyku "This makes me comfort- 
able and proves that I still exist.'* be said. Only four or five 
stories are left and toe author says be doesn't know whether 
or not be will be able to write ^ain. 

In toe ZDF interview, Mahfouz blasted "extremists'* say- 
ing that they consider everything as harem (forbidden by ic- 
li^on). He added that extremis views have always existed, 
even sirtce he was a young tuan. But extremism becomes 
more dangerous when it is coupled wito violence, according 
to the author "We have always had people who say music 
is harem and art is haram, but because we were living in a 
fiec climate, nobody listro^ to them.'* 

Such violence, he said, made it necessary for the govern- 
ment to respond with violence. These are people who arc 
using bullets. So, the police must arrest them and fire 
back." 

"YcL police alone are not enough." he continued. "There 
has to be an intellectual metoilisation against extremist views 
in schools and media. The economic situation also has to be 
improved because risiog unemploynient induces more young 
men to join extremists. In addition to police action, in- 
tellectual campaign and intoTOvnig the economy, there .has 
to be a fourth tool: talrfna new steps towards democracy be- 
cause a fine atmo^bere and resprot of human ri^ts teach 


young men to follow tbe same method while dealing with 
others." 

Mahfouz described the preseni religious atmosphere in 
Egypt as "very bad." He said that was due to "the spread of 
extremist views, rejected by true Islam, among a large sector 
of the population through cassette uqres including speeches 
by extremist figures. They reject everything, be it music or 
literature, e\‘en if they had noihing to do with religion." 

In tbe German iclm'ision interv'iew. Mahfouz was asked 
whether the present atmosphere hr Egypt and the threats 
against bis life would persuade him to rewrite parts of 
Haretna. or "Children of Gabalawi**, the famous novel 
which Al-.\zhar harmed and which extremists cited to jus- 
tify tbe attempt on his life. "You mean changing the novel 
in order to satisfy' the extremists? I would nexer think of 
that It is oxer. 1 have xvritten it and xx'hat is done is done. I 
have even received the punishment without trial,” be replied 
with a hearty laugh. 

Mahfouz was honoured this xx-eek at Cairo's 20tb Inter- 
national Blm Festival where a ^>ccial prize in his name was 
awarded to toe best first production by any of toe par- 
ticipating directors. He was also honoun^ by the American 
Unn'ersrty in Cairo, the main publisher of bis work in Eng- 
lish; the university hosted several lectures and screenings of 
Clms based on his novels to maik his birtoday. 


A different way to 

Stockholm hosts an annual alternative. to the Nobel Prize. Dominique Tawfik reviews The Right Livelihood Award’s history 



The Ri^Lzx«liliood Axrad, oftso known as 'the "Al- 
teroative Nobel Prize"; is oresenfed yeady in Stock- 
faofan on 9 December, toe ^.before toe Nobel Prize 


0 


10* 


Tbe founder of toe Ri^xt Livdihood Award, Jacob 
von UexkulL a Swedisb-Geeman writec, philatelic ex- 
pert and fooner meinber of toe Europra ParUaiinit, 
i^l«med dteconeeptbdinidtoeawttd:**Welivema 
period of global conftsion and doubt. Practical, 
licable pngeds dral^ wito toe.chBQeiiges feeing us 
' are and fer-betweeto This' aw^ is to such pm- 

jects — the comostraies of a.new wrald which we can. 
eggew lixdng dl” Tbe . awards are ofiered to pettofe 
ii «rtriKng to itevdtyahenirtixreapiMoadies m the areas 
of hmxian ri ghts, people^s economies, ecotegica] con- 
servator apa5 qyropnate tectaplogy. 

Fathy of received toe first Right Lix^ 
hhood Avoid m 1980 to devdoinagaiEhiteet^ 
toe poor. Finding approj^ate. w^ to address toe 
needs of a r<immnfthy toxof^ sdf-motivated efforts is 
an on-gop^ process mEgypk 
Right LtvmQtooS Awanfe were drstobuted-tois year . 
for tor initiatives toat qpe^Son-toe preyaOing <n^' 
tfaodoides in eeonoaaics, humu 'development, healto. 


Amedctei Hesman Daly was rewarded to proposing . 
an ftTOpnmie wfaidi daUenges m a i n str earn 

ecorromics by recognisirig toe lu^roi lance of coo> 
miinrty, quality of life, ^ the ebvixomiient Daly's 
h oo k y- in ffhuto; 'SeoMOiwie^ :Eeolt>gy, ' jS/Uosi Jw the 
Common Good: Ree B rec di ^ Bcemomy toward 
QmmtuuO^ -tAe &mrom^ aM a Sustained^ Pk- 
ture, asweUosPcpidalIoa,Te<dihoIo&Md^^^stj^, 
co-editowra.^OT*to.ec CT to iB tS.E^ \ 

. Commenting on Driy*s wbric; Yasser Sben^ man^ 
ex of to Eg)^>tian Pt^brtioh Abatement PEpject nc toe. 
Bpy-jwm Btivirnmnept ^Suss A^i^, sard toat .toe 
tii rre"* worid system is tutered to achieve one qrec^; 
otgeetixxe^ namely ecMomie growth.' Whetoer ingb or- 
low on toe scale of eeoaaomie giowto,' an cramlries are 
engaged in tiiis process' arid Sg^ is qdiie successfiil. 

die trend. However, acoratong to 
Sbo? sooiieror latav 'altematzve obje^ns will have 


to be found because of the rriagaitude of problems like 

l aii^iawt iingmp lnymeirt and economical Ttiatginal - 

isadonof poi^ and ebuntries which the present sys- 
tem engeiidets woridwide. Tbe constraints of nature 
also go against p erpet u al growth, he asserted- 

Daly is an economist vdio believes objecthres need 
to be reconsidered. Accordiiig to Shed^ people like 
Defy exert a xdtal mfluence on standard economic the- 
ory. AWhntig h no country can escape globalisation and 
Egypt, Eke otoer eountnes, has to stay in toe main- 
stream, h must Imep an eye oa altenrative proposals 
.such as Daly’s, said Sherif. 

. He conchided, "No country can move alone te an al- 
temathte economic system. Hopefully gradual, this 
move will be gjobal too." 

From its incqrtion in 1980, toe Right Livelihood 
Award Foundatto has rewarded groups workhig to 
better their twrirnimfrifeB Netxvodcs betxveen prople 
- who had Uto^ often been unaware of eadi other 
hdxre tons been created. 

. Enab-Sastta Sahrdiya Parishat (KSSF), the Science 
and Literature Forum of Kereb, a noo-govemmeatal 
.ocgariisatto ^GO) ftenn Kerala State, south-west In- 
dia, was rrtvaided this year by toe foundation for its 
piwrical -success -with tire "Kerala moder which 
brings about h^ humm development deqrite low in- . 
come; KSSP has immoted briber education and the 
mass dissemination of science, in -Kerala, a 
dorninaDdy traditioiial ^ricultural society. 

A limjor force behind the programme torough xriiich 
Kerala adiieved total Etera^in 199J, KSSP excels in 
tbe teea of science publishing. KSSP receives no for- 
eign ad and in' 1994 incDme genoated from toe sale of 
science publications amounted to nearly 90 per cent of 
KSSP's total income. ' ' 

With headqoaitexs in Cairo, tbe Arab Organisatioa 
for' Youto and to Errv iro iunent (AO'YE), .created in 
.1978, is an example of an Egyptian NGO .which' par- 
ticipates in. enTTHMiTH ty deveuipmem. AO'YE pro- 
gramxtaes - include toe Enxfixonmetit zid Sustainabte 
' DeveTopment Programme whose theme this year is eo- 
orgy;.C36an-pp Egypt (hat.deris with solid waste man- 
Bgenwnq and the Nadona] Water Conservation Pro- 


"Tbe creation of a cadre of people, mortly young, to 
promote public awareness on to need to preserve 
Egypt's envtroament is one of AO'^'E's principal ob- 
jectixres; another one is to prorotioD of NGO activ- 
ities in tbe Arab world," explained AOYE President 
EmadAdli. 

He added toat AOYE, like KSSP, has produced aixl 
distributed books. This project, hox^er, has not met 
xvhh the same financial success as in Kerala because 
extracunicular in terest in science arid t^f-hnifai books 
in Eg^ is not as great and also because to price of 
books is hi^er here. 

AOYE is equally active in toe area of information 
ftvftiiattgc betxveen NGOs at a regional lexvl and it has 
'been chosen as to Secretariat of tbe Arab NGO Net- 
work lor Enxdronment and Development whidi groups 
13 Arab countries. It also participates in to M^ 
iteiranean Information OSce vtoose members include 
representatives fiom countries all around the Med- 
iterranean Sea. 

In to field of health, the Ri^t Livelihood Award 
Foundation rewarded this year George VithouIkBS of 
Greece for his contributioii to the world-wide di^ 
seminatioD of homeopathy. Homeopatl^ is a system of 
mp rfvrme based On to treatment of a given by 

adinmisiering snail quantities of a drug which pro- 
duces the symptoms ot that disease in a healthy per- 
BotL Hbmeoi^y is pe^xilar for to treatment of cs- 
tam ailments in countries like Britain, France, Mexico, 
Sri tatiica and the US because it avoids tbe ade-cffocts 
of usual drugs and is cheaper. 

Homeopathy has not been recognised by the Egyp- 
tian Medical SyndicBte yet and h is, therefore, still dif- 
ficult to find a doctor practising homeopathy in Egypt 

An award was also presented this year to to C(^ 
mittee of Soldiers’ Mothers of R ussia for their cam- 
paign to nnprove cooditioiis in Russia's armed forces 
and their efforts to aid the war in Chechnya. 

To tois ^ 62 people and projects fiom 40 countries 
have Tccmved Right Livelihood Awards and the col- 
lectixre mftfisnF of 6iese mitistives is one of hope and 
in^mtioiL 



The late Hassaa Fatbi, the Rigfat Lh-elihood Award's first reciirient 
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Enter Qusseir 


Qusseir, the oldest 
dty on the Red Sea 
coast, is now being 
developed into an ex- 
clusive tourist resort. 
Rehab Saad went on 
a trip to the dty 



owes Its oqiortaiice to 
Muslim pilgrims, ^x> for coituries 
used h as a dqiarture point to the 
Arabian Penmaila. It is located 
140km south of Hunghada and 
<^(&m sontbeast of Cairo and is ia- 
moiia for hs picturesque landsoqie 
and hidoric harbour. Only in foe 
last few years has Qusseir started to 
become known as a tourist resort 
whb some deluxe tourist villages. 

Its atbactions are similar to other 
Red Sea resorts: virgin beaches, 
cmal ree& and untoudied manzie 
life. However, unUke other cHies 
on foe Red Sea, this one is not quite 
sletely involved in tourism. 

Miring Qusseir, foe vis- 
itor sees a mmber of cofiee shops, 
native clothing stores, a single so- 
pennaricet and a «nMll number of 
tourist bazaars selling hniladon 
Pharaonic statuettes, scarves, gal- 
abiyas and some gold items — a 
ay from the Red Sea resort of 
Hmghada which is awash with The Ottoman fortress of Qnssdr is an attraetton for tourists 

tourist related aedviti^ 


New sites 
at Luxor 

On the occasion of Luxor 
the Simreme Council of Andquibes (SCA) 
opened three recently restored archaeolog- 
ical sites to flie public. Located on the 
West Bank of the Nile, they include the 
tomb of Ramses VI in tbe Valley of die 
foe mtrance to the Medmet Habu 

complex, kiwwn as Paviliofl” and 

alabaster baroque chapel of Tutmose IV. 

Valley of the Kings 

‘'The ft pwiing of Ramses VT s tom b after 

foiee yearn of xestnation is eixdtmg,” said 

Ali tbman, aecietaiy^generd of foe 
Tbe t oTwb is rich in wall reliefe and paint- 
ings di^icting scenes fiom foe Book of foe 

Dead and other mortuary lilBEatiirB. 

Mcfoamed Ali Salam, dnector of an- 
dquiries in Upper Egypt, said fou tomb 
rfar<»fl back to foe New Kingdom. Ahfaou^ 
mrtiated by Ramses V, it was usurped and 


Tbe city b now being developed into an exclusive tourist resort 


“At first people here had no concept of 
tourism and we found ft difficult to lecndt 
woiivfs for our tourist village,'' sad Saf- 
wat Badr. general of foe 

Movenpick Sirena Beach, foe only five- 
star hotel qierating in Qusseir. “Now it is 
difTereiit. Pec^le uve begim to understand 
foat tourism is beneficial and, among ofoer 
dungs, will result in enqiloyment for a lot 
of people. Now we recruit 65 per cent of 
our workers from Qusseir. llie rest come 
from ofoer govemoiates,** he 

Badr highlighted the fact that his hotel, 
in addition to providing accanmodation, 
offers diverse recreatio^ activities to its 
guests. One of these are shuttle tours of 

Travellers book guide 


the old city. 

One of tbe sftes in tbe old city which 
will be developed mU> a tourist attraction 
is the Ottoman fortress. With no entcance 
fee, it is presendy open day and night for 
tourists who want fo know more about 
Qusseir's history. Initially biult to protect 
Ottoman land, it alM housed Nqioleon 
Bon^aite's solfoets during the French Ex- 
pedition wh^ task was to prevent siqi- 
plies sent from the Arabian Peninsula from 
reaching the Mamelukes. A visitor can see 
tte towers and tbe many tunnels used by 
foe soldiers to hide from their enemies. 

“You know that this tunnel ends in Lux- 
or," said a seven-year-old child playing in- 


side the castle. “This is a widely-held 
myth, that these tunnels can lead you to 
p^es as for away as Luxor, Safaga and 
even Cairo," said a passer-by who over- 
heard the child. 

Ofoer inteiestii^ sites c^ien to foe public 
are ibe Fairan Mraque, with its femous Ot- 
toman xmnaret, and the police station, whirti 
was vbfted by Mohamed Ali Pasha on his 
trip to Qusseir in 1805. Tbe police station is 
now foe central police station in Qusseir. 

The hotel airo offers excursioiis to sur- 
rounding areas with eiqierienced guicte us- 
ing jeeps, horses, camels and bicycles. 

The land surrounding tbe hotel is pic- 
turesque: hi^ mountains with different 


coloured strata, where fossil shells mingle 
wifo sand and rocks. Lakes and foe phos- 
phate mines can be visited, where ruii\s at- 
test to the large community that once in- 
h^ited the area. 

These pbo^faam mines were used by Ital- 
ians in 1920. and h was they who bidt the 
settlement whicb included schools. Black- 
boards. as well as the \illas of ad- 
mmis nators and small woricer houses beside 
tbe wells, can stiH be seen by viators. Tbe 
railway lines, once used to transport phos- 
phate, run through the hiHg and mountains. 

The tourist village in Qusseir consists of 
sp^ous bungalows consliucted in the tra- 
ditional Nubian style, with facades of 


photos: Jfftan Anunar 


rough natural stone — a style intended 
lo be followed by future tourist villages 
built here, lo give the city a special diar- 
acter. **We are going to use local stone 
only because if is convenient and wOl 
give foe area a ^ledal aora," said Abul- 
Haggag Abdel-Rebim, bead of Qusseir’s 
Cit>- Council. 

How to get there: 

By air: Hurghada airport (120 kms 
lionJ: of Qusseir) or Luxor airport (220 
kms y^-est of Qusseir). 

Aeeommodatian: 

Hotels: Movenpick Sirena B&ich (5 
stars). Fanadir (3 stars). 


has now restored, i n chKBn g foe in- 
^nwtiftw of new wooden floors, veotila- 
tion and limiting systems. 

Medinet Habu 

Mohamed El-Sogha)^ ^oeral dnector of 
the Upper ^yptian Monuments, said that 
restoration of the entrance to die Medinet 
Hahn ffnfiyiwt wss an inqxtttam cnhural 
aAtirinn to Luxof. It pTOvides acccss to an 
area wdiidi includes numerous stniuUues 
Haring feom the 18fo Dynasty ihniii^ Ptol- 
emaic times. The area also houses fbe mac^ 
tuaiy temples of Ramaes m and Rsmses 
VI. 

Ei-So^i^er said that restoiation con^ 
oentrated on the collapsed order wall of the 
conqitex, a new lifting system and le- 
constnietion of tfaepavili^ 

Alabaster baroque chapel 

Tutmose tv’s alabaster baroque diapel, in' 
stored and reassembled, is now on view at 
tbe outdoor museum aorth of foe Great 
Court in Kamak Teaqile. This was wbeso 
the sac^ barge of tbe god Anum was 
placed by priests wfoen carried in jho- 
cesrion fiiom one temple to anodier. It was 
found dismantled snA placed in Amen- 
hotqi m's monumental Ihiid ^lon, along 
with ofoer monumetrls also on di^il^ at 

ifamak 

Reported by Neville EMref 


Ancient Egypt 
in your pocket 
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BEST-selleis since tbrir first sqipeaiance 20 
years ago, the Jill Kamil Guides are available 
in new editions, recently updated by tbe author. 
Tbe new series of gui^ books to foe ancient 
monuments of ^ypt cover tiuee areas: Sakkara 
and Menqihis, Luxor and E^ypt and Nu- 
bia, tbe latter covering the antiquities from Tel 
H-Amama to Abu SiiA)d. 

Tbe author is well-known for her long ao- 
quaintance wifo Egypt, her respcKt for its people 
aad culture and, in particular, ber abiding inter- 
est in its history ai^ monuments. She has now 
managed, within die parameters allowed by ber 
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publisher, to augment the infonnatioD disptensed 
in eolier versions of her boc^ by adding cor- 
rections resiUting from new interpretations and 
iqidating the cto{ners coocerning ongoing ar- 
chaeological 'work in these areas. 

Sakkara and Mem^Us, the Necropidis and the 
AndmtCepitab 

This book proyi^ an introductory outline of 
the major subdivisicos of i^yptian history, fol- 
lowed 1^ an eaiaminatioa of to eariy dynastic 
mud-brick mastabas (tombs) of north Sakkara. 
Next h examines the Third Dyna^ fimeraiy 
cratqilex of Djoser, con- 
temporary monuments such as 
foe masiedfa of Hesire and a 
section dealing with tonfo stat- 
uary, enqibasiaing Shdkh El- 
Btdad. 

The section on tbe Fifth Dy- 
nasty b^ins with genearal in- 
formation about mastehas, fol- 
lowed by the examination of 
several important examples, in- 
cluding Ti, Ptah-hotep, Nefer 
and newly r^iened ones on the 
Unas causeway. The latter lead 
naturally to the pyramid com- 
plex of Unas itself, wUch is 
immediately followed by the 
sixth and last dynasty of foe 
Old Kingdom — presoved in 
royal bu^ con^lexes and tbe 
■mastabas of iny ort a nt of- 
ficials. 

The New Kingdom use of 
foe Saldcara necropolis is Inref- 
ly examined, fbUowed by a 
look at Late Period monu- 
ments, includiiig tbe Setapeum 
and Persian shaft tombs. 

Turning from the necropolis 
to the remains of foe andent 
cspital of Menq^his, the 
is given a short list of the mon- 
uments accessible to vishots. 
The book eodb wifo a concise 
description of current works- 
io-progress at both tbe Sakkara 
nectr^lis and TO site of anr 
cioit Memphis. 


Luxor, Ancient Thebes and Bte Necropolis: 
This book provides a detailed analysis of the 
temples and tombs of one of foe most femous ar- 
chaeological sites in Egypt Beginning with the 
east bank temples, Luxor and Kamak, tbe audior 
describes foe main cult centr^ tarqiles dedicat- 
ed to the giri Atnun, and their rdatiooship with 
TO New Kingdom state. A brief history of foe 
vicissiaides of tbe individual temples precedes 
foe descriptions. 

In looloiig at foe multitude of structures that 
coropose foe Kamak Temple comply de- 
scriptions are accompanied by detailed illustra- 
tions of relevant area^ enabimg a user to easily 
identic individual reliefe. 

At the Theban necropolis, foe author summar- 
ises tbe evolution of funerary beliefe and the ar- 
chitecture that reflect^ them at various stages. 
The presentation of mortuary temples moves 
from norfo to south, aixl includes foose of Seti L 
Hatshepsut, Ramses Q and Rainses m. Log- 
ically progressing from foe sites of foe mortuary 
cults to foe sites of foe burials themselves, TO 
Vall^ of TO Kings and Queens are examined 
nexL 

The non-r^al tombs at Quma, Assasif and 
Oeir EI-Medz^ and TO Ptolemaic temple at foe 
latter site conclude desciiptioiis of TO Theban 
west bank. The book finist^ with a summary of 
objects in Luxor Museum and news about recent 
archaeological woik in TO region. 

Upper Egypt and Nubia, the Andquides from 
AmamaioAbuSimbel: 

Although this book details TO sites visited on a 
Nile cruise in Upper Egypt, tbe author has cho- 
sen to follow a gaieral cbronological arrange 
ment in keqnng wifo historical events. Tbe fest 
and largest section covers Pharaonic sites — TO 
temples and tombs at Abydos, Aswan, Luxor. 
Tel El-Amama and ELKab. Abydos mcludes TO 
temples of Seti 1 and Ramses U, ptecetM by a 
desffiptioD of TO religious and histerical im- 
portaiice of TO she as foe burial place of TO ear- 
liest longs, and the cult centre and pilgrimage 
site associated wifo Osiris. 

Aswan's Pharaonic significant relationship 
with Nultia is exemplified by TO tenqile remains 
on Etepbaadae Isimui and TO Tombs of TO Of- 
ficials at Qubbet El-Hawa. The section on Luxor 
is a condensed version of tbe previous book en- 


tirely devoted to Luxor and described above. 
The temple remrins and tombs at El-Amaroa il- 
lustrate TO reign of Akheoaten, while EI-Kab is 
represented by TO New Kingdom rock tombs 
east of TO main temple site. 

Abu Simbel and ofoer monuments of Nubia, 
foreatened by TO constniction of TO High Dam. 
and moved to a safe location by UNESCO, form 
TO last section of diis part of foe book. 

Tbe Uppa Egyptian temples from TO periods 
of Ptolemaic and Roman rule foim TO second 
part, including foose of Dendera, Deir El- 
Medioa, Fsna, Edfii and Korn Ombo. A much 
longer description of TO Temple of Isis at Philae 
follows, including its cultic and historical sig- 
nificance, tbe efforts to protect it from flooding 
and even TO paraphrase of a folk tale related to 
foe island. 

The third part of foe guide deals wifo TO 
Christian period in Egypt as represented by TO 
Uppa Eg^tian monasteries of Deir EI- 
Muhanqq, foe Red and White Monasteries near 
Sohag, Christian remains at Dendera and Luxor 
and St Simeon's Monastery in Aswan. A comr 
prehensive t^kg^und on various aspects of 
Christianity in Egypt, including tbe discovery of 
the Nag Hammadi r^ces, augments this sec- 
tion. 

The Jill Kamil Guides are particularly useful 
as guides to TO antiquities in foe various regions 
of Egypt They provide concise pFeseotatioos of 
important monuments at each site. Tbe reader 
will find foat significant tombs and temples are 
placed in both historical and cultinal context 
However, what sets these volumes apart ffom 
ofoer guidebooks of comparable size and scope 
is foe way that they serve as introductions to TO 
history and culture of Ancient Egypt in a suc- 
cinct and informative formaL 

These books will conveniently fit in most travel 
w camera bags, or even a pocket. Clear black and 
white photographs, interspersed tiirougbout TO 
text with plcntifiil maps and plans, allow the trav- 
eller to locate sites and monuments with ease. 

fAyfailable from ElP-Longman, Sphinx and all 
major bodahops. LE 25 each.) 

Reviewed by Edwin Brock 
(The writer is former director of the Canadian 
Institute in Egypt and has worked for 15 years 
at archaeological sites in Egypt) 


How to get there 


Buses 

Supa- Jet East Deba and West 
Data buses (ptme thnet^um 
Egypt 

SiqperJet 

Super Je stations are heated m 
Almasa fN’csticpotej, TaMr, Gba. 
Ramsts Sirca and Caira Airport 
Buses travd to Aietuotdria. fiort 
Said, ffurghjda and Sbud. TdL 
772-663. 

Cairv-AlemBdrai 
Sendees aimast every ha^ hour 
from SJQam to K^m.fiom Tdtra-, 
then Cisa. Alnuaa and the airport 
TuAets until 9pm; LE2I 
thenxdier; from the airport l£24 
until 5ptn; ££30 thereqfhr. 

A yiP bus uiiA phone access teaves 
Almaxa at 7.13am. lidcetsfrom 
Atmasa l£2S; Jnm Ae aiifrtrt 
l£32oach}my. 


Sendees at 7au departure end 7pm 
raum from Almasa and Tahrir 
Sguare. TtekaU LE36 
Cidro-StB AbddSahmtm 
Sendees at 630am, 7am, San, 9am 
and 3.45pm. Tickets LE32 
Caln^Porl Said 

Sendees every hag" hour from 6am 
to Sam; Amt 9am, lOam, 3pm. and 
4.30pm. from Atmtaa, Aen Rausis 
Snit Tidtea LEI5 each w^. 


AtmcmdrkhJhaJSaid 
Service 643tan, from RamUt 
Sguare at Atatadria. Depam Part 
Said 3.30pm. Tiekett LE22 each 
imiy. 

Cgttt^bugbodn 

Sendees 8am and 2pm, from Tahrir, 
then Gfsa md Almasa. Dqtarls 
Hur^tada noon and 5pm. Tiekea 
LE40 untU Spm. LE45 Aereejter, 
boAeo^tuay. 




Alexandrian 


A permanent exhibition of old Alexandrian cur- 
rency was opened last month at the Graeco- 
Roman Museum in collaboration with the German 
j in Alexandria. Nevine El-Aref reports 


A pennaoait exhibition of 200 toonze and 
silver coins used by Alexandrians in TO Ro- 
man perfod was established at foe Giaeco- 
Roman Museum in Alexandria. Tbe exhibit 
is TO first of hs kmd in foe museum and dis- 
plays coins whidi date badt to 30 BC 

Tlie unique coins, invalid in Rome, were 
minted specially for use in Alexandria. 

“For this reason they are called the Alex- 
andrian coin," said Samira Abdel-Ra'ooC 
curator of foe coin derailment at foo Grae- 
co-Roman Musohil 

The collection was temporarily on dis- 
play for two weeks in the museum's mam 
hall in an effort to hi^gbt its historical 
in^xntance. It has now ben transferred to 
Room 24 wfaere ft will enrich TO original 


collection exhibited. 

Tbe coins are on display in two re- 
volving, glass-f rofccTcd. wooden cabinets 
that provide a view of both feces. The first 
case exhibits the 200 historic coins, while 
foe second displays photos showing the 
restoration carried out to prepare them for 
exhibhioo. It airo shows foe shape of the 
corn before and after restoration. 

‘This new coin collection represmts an 
archaeological nqi for Alexandrian an- 
tiquities.” said Abdel-Ra’ouf, plaining 
foat foe coins are imprinted with major 
Alexandrian historical -sites like TO Qmt- 
Bey Citadel and foe Alexandrian eastern 
jxnt. 

“Some of these nxniumeBts have been 


totally destroyed like the Isis Temple in 
Sflsilla, while others have not yet been dis- 
covered. tike TO famous Alexandria Light- 
house and tbe Statue of Aggasa DaymcMin, 
a Roman deity," said Abdcl-Ra'ouf. 

The collection also shows tiic style of 
Alexandrian bufldings of foe era. 

Abdel-Ra'ouT said U»a« the German mi»< 
sioo is now producing a booklet about TO 
coin collection which will be sold at foe 
museum. 

“The coin hall has a well-displayed col- 
lection," said Rosaline Auntonious, an 
Italian tourist who was visiting the mu- 
seum, adding that the unique collection 
provides a glimpse of Alexandria as it was 
in its heyday. 


Sendee ^tm, from Radeh Sguare, 
Alexandria. Dqurts Htfr^rada 
2,30pm. Tiekea LE60 oom way. 

Sendee llpm,from Tahrir, then 
Almma. Dqtara Skarm ElSkdkk 
I Ipm. Tidia LE50 each way. 

Emmt Dmtta Btsm Cotsspassy 

Buses mrvet to NortUSmtA Srm 
Sfatdi, 5iie and IsmalUa. Buses to 
IsuutiHa and Sues dqwr from 
^iloM (near Rmnsis Sguarel. 
Atmane end Toffiid S^iarv (near 
Hethpeia). Buses to NorA tmd 
SmiIr Stnoi deport the .Pm,' 

bus Station at Ahbassiya Sguare. 
TeL 482-4753. 

S endees every 45 mhuuta fiom 
630am to 6pm. from Quiali. then 
Almtna and Tagrdd Sguare. Ttdiea 
debae bus LE5.7S: uir-eotbRthuml 
bus LE5.25, one way. 

Sendees evmy half an hourfiom 

6amto7pm.fromQidab.Aat 
Almstt and Tmud Square. Tidcas 
d e l u x e bus LE5.75; air<OHdiiloHed 
bia LBS, one way. 

OBbstELJdib 

Saviea every hourfiom 7.30am la 
4pm, from Qidaii. din Abiusa and 
TagiUd Square. Ttdsea deJmf ^ 
LE2I; alrtunditioned bus LEtX 
one way, 

Catro-SkannEI-aeikh 
Sendees every 45 min. from 7am to 
63(^ from ANiessfya. then 
Almaxa. Tlckels morning LE27; 
evening LB40. one wav. 
Cairo-/iawtdba 

SerifKe8an,framAIAasdya. then 
Almtna, Ticto ddaxe Sor LE31. 

¥/ust Dmitm Bssa Cossqsaeqy 

Stations at Tdutr and Ainuea. TeL 
243-1846. 

CairihHurdiada 

Serrices 9am. noon, Spm. 1630pm, 


I0.45pm and llpm. TtdceU LE30 
onetigy. 

CaimSa/ama 

Sendees 9am and 3pm. ItckdslSSS 
anewm. 


Servicel^ssL Dekets LESS one wgy. 
Cairo-Luxor 

Sance 9am. Thkats IJE35 one way. 
Cairo-Aswan 

Sendee Spm. Ttdteo LESO one wary. 

Trains 

Thdns nm to Ahsambia. Part SaUi 
Luxor and Aswan, from Ramdx 
Station. 7U. 147 or 375-3535. 

(p(w,-f^' xar-Aswm 
"Frenek" debae trains-wiA 
deepen 

Sendees lo Luxor and Aswan 
7.4Amt and 9pm (readdim Luxor 
6.40 am and 8am. Aswmi 640am 
and lOam). Thkem h Luxor L094 
JbrJardffienandLEl29for- 
Egj^buis, lo Aswan LE300 for 
fortignerx; LEI4I for Egyptians. 
"S^adA" debae trains wiAoia 
slaters 

Smvhes to Luxor and Aswm 
6.45pm, 645pm and 9.45pm. Tldhetf 
to Laon first doss LESi; second 
dess LE31. Thkets to Aswan: foot 
does LE63; second doa LE37, 


*7lvAW mioB 

nPlrabuScrdcaSaH. Tickda first 
doss LE32 wOk a meal; LF 22 
uMunaametd. 

Standard trains; Servieee 9am, 
Ham. noon, ^mt and 7pm. Tidchs 
first dass LE22; second dass ££17. 
“Franck'’ trains 
Services kaurfyjrom 6am to 
/0. JOpm. Tickets first •4iw» [£ 3 Q; 
second dose LEJ2. 


Servkas6^lam and 645m. Tukas 
first dass LE45; second does I£26 

TSerc ore between n«o 0x4,^ 
^mesdefli^ tkdfy. Qteck 
^!^ir: Adfy 590 -O 999 ; t 
390 - 2444 ; or Hiltan 77241 

Calro.Aswan 

Thkeu LE35! forEgffdans, 
LEII43Jbrfiwdffiers, boA 
round-trip. 


ricteis LE259fitr^i^aa, LB829 
Jbrforeiffiers, boA rouidAr^ 


Tteketi LB279Jor Egy^hns. LB898 
fitrjbrulffiers. boA rmmd-o^ 

CdrthSianu ELSmlth 

Tiekea LE287jbr^ypiiais. LE945 
/orfordffmra, boA miiiirf ri ip. 


Seasonal deals 



Sharm ElShefeh 

■Smww bfOcA nowT 

"**eOladeiBntauranttriabe 
smy^ Cookies, ekocabues, and 
^eckl Chrislmas cakes wiB he yp/tf 

Travel agendas: 

Kamak 

fef » Lubanon. Bdmt 
^1310 tar Jive indudum m 

fonadaccoumQdaOMtmafour 

starkeuL 

CompRnd by ttuhah 9aad 
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Sigiii^Jlealed^^a 

To the delight of Egyptian l^ns, the Gontractors handed Sbdigraf of i^lre a signal 4-0 defeat in the final match of the African Winners Cup 


Less iban 10 mnnites intoJbe fi- 

as] mafr'h of tbe AfiiCBZl WlIBliBES . 
Cop« Ax^ ' Ccotiactars* AH 
Asb^ plLsm t Kl fang with tte 
first god of ^lA^iiiasdesti^ - 

be a {peetaoj^ 4-6 -lotf ovex 
Sodigm of 2uiiB.''I'tiixw Minudi^ 
Kanid E14 3 a n2ouri , idio 
as head of ibe Siq»icme 
for Youth and Spoils, topped the 
list of tfignhai^ among the 
40,000 qwctaiors who wmdied 
as the Canmiclaxs- nabbed Ihetr 
thhd Afiican Wimias Cupi tro- 
I%- • . .. " 


■Ashoar^ssoiprise goal was fol- ■ 
lowed 'shorty '1^' anothdrl'fiom- 
Itjobamed .tinda. The two 1^ 
aaily' scores j pro o ymd ' 
' Skid^iaf to a close goi^ on 
- fiidr in 0 KiaBiits.''.Bht fiieir ef- 
'fiMhadfiiBsmaeefiectofateE- . 
ris chasiDg a fiei^it train, as 
Ashonr and Ooda, scodi^ dl 
fbor file game's goals be^een 

rtiefH, emeiged as mitatamilifig . 

pl^CTofihematijL - ' 

' Zmc’t diFadiii^ ~taiw- have 
paitiaJIy hedi a result ofOie ab- 
sence of ihetr m«m SCOUCT, OUt 


whb an hguiy. Stijl, die two ear- 
ly goa^ wddd to^ eveiyone 
snrpt^ inst^ntied a coocexted 
jmA on the part of flie ?«tTHHig. 
Sodigc^ a harocioiis as- 
sault oh the Egyptian goaflcec^, 
but the Cmhiactois pmd them in 
kind' widi dynamic conster- 
atiadcs. Yet the Contractors 
wioife fitf; wlmfKr lirfal enatumof 
leaving die qght side expo^ 
Bsiginficantamoaiitoftnxie. Hie 
ponctffioas Ahmed Saber thwart- . 
ed Zahe’s on. the Con- 

tractors goal at Ic^ twice before 


the holes in the Egyptian team’s 
defences were shoi^ vpi. The 
Sodi,^af tom, finshated by the 
their lack of success, were m- 
cepable of deflectiog the two can- 
naobaOs.fiiedinlio the 7«iw»n net 
by • htohamed Ooda and Ali 
Adioar. 

bfidfiidder Ashour, 23, scored 
the .first goal in die'Tdi minute of 
ijte first half fitxn an indirect fiee 
iadc.'Ashoiir, wfiob^an his soo- 
cer career ytiiA Zamalek's jumois 
team, placed his second goal and 
the diM for his team fiom a pen- 


alty at dw lOtfa minute of die 
second half. 

The other outstanding pkQrer of 
die encoonter, Ouda, scored the 
game’s second and fourth goals. 
His first goal and his team's sec- 
ond came in the 25th inimite of 
the find half ^ next, and die 
match's last, came at the 30di 
miimiift, fiom a p^ect de- 
scribed by many as the best goal 
of the game. 

The team's fims rejoiced in 
their conquest by roaming the 
stre^ of Cabo until wdl past 


midni^ It was the first triunqib 
for the Arab Ootractors in 
tournament in well over a decade. 
They last held the Cup tropdiy in 
the ealy ei^ities vdienlfa^ won 
ft for two years consecutively. 

Soccer fens and eapens aHtm 
agr^ that the game was one fit 
fra the final of the Afijcan ^Rfin- 
ners Cigi. Although SoeSgtai; in 
the end. walked off the field with 
four balls in their net, their ag- 
gressive defence and speedy at- 
tacks provided er^eHof-the-seat 
suqiense. 



for four 


The spect^eof tile 98-pound 
weakling refereeing the heavy- 
weights at the 4th Egypt Inter- 
nationai Bpxir^ Championship 
had the crowd rolling In' the aisles. 
But the performances of the Egyp- 
tian boxeis had them cheering 


The qxrffof bcnc^ m fig^ was gjven 
boost a fow nxnttis "ago when die Al- 
Abrama Oigamsatitm nmisored the come- • 
bai^ boot of Btititii .boxer Chris Rnhanlc 
in CUra But events ' such as the 4th 
£gy^ Intenmtfonal.iBoang Cto 

a virtual 8-d^ feaA-ibr die hard- 
oore fim and'couch potato alike^- are the 
qiawning grotmds for hoiue-grown talent. 

Since is hs^iuntiaD' fom yoaia a^ , 
the wmrnwmwtf has and today ft 

can boast of fee p aiti d p ati on of charn- 
pioDS 13 countries Neady 100 ben- 
eis ei rtieied the ting at dre Olympie - 
tre in Maadi’s indobt hdls, r^aese i afiig . 
Tunisia, Algeria, Syria, , fee ndlippines, . 
Gamany^ Moroeco,: Jarian, .Ulamae, 
Lriianon, Kuwait, Mestine and 'Saudi 
Aiaina. ^yptwas r eps ese n irt by die na- 
tiond teaiw, the yondfa' team, EgyptAft.. 
and die Aimed Forces team. The boiceis 
seized igxm fee o p p ort uni ty to in 
^ tomnament to m.cgi oppooems and 
hone teebnlGal.'si^ Eor. fee rqrcbnm^' 
Merfitenanean Games in Italy. ' 

The ^yptian ntirmil got &;st Uppd 
wife 5 go^ 3 .rilver and; 4. teonze,. 
lowed by Hfflisia wife.4 and AlgeriE. 

in dnid wifh2 gold ad 2 silver. In 'the 
48kg cafogny, Algeria’s 'Ha»an~ Air . 
fhiag nabbed the gold after ferashing.fee 
PhflijywiM* Efien Desierto.. Egypt's Eid 
Fikfy, in fee Slkg, bested Son^. Dcd- 
Qi n i fe of fee Philb^rines fiv'die gc^ HiS' 
c o mpa triot Mtfemed Jbiahim bed Jii- 


gex^s BowIaUla Abdri Aaz in the 54kg. 

' The fedcire ofBen Mi^^ioDd,'die Algei^ 
iaii sflver medalist at die 1995 World 
Cbanpionshfe ffi Bedin, to make ft to the 
finals suijacised all. Kb^ioai, fee Afiican 
and Aiab dianfeion in Ids wd]^ was 
cEminated m die semi-final by EOTt*s 
'Sahfe Abdel-Bari. The Egyptian went on 
-to.be named best. boxer after he outp 
sparred Syria’s- Yonssef Hamdi in the fi- 
i£iL ‘Tie's a talent and 1 feiidc he'll 
be the bert Egyp^ boxer in die coming 
years," cDmmeoted Mifonai team tech- 
nical tinmagw Abdri-Aziz ^loneim. *Tie 
is only. 18 but he is very promisiiig. He is 
abo (me the most nnportant athletes 
we’re piqj ari i^ for Sydney,** he adde<L 
Egy^s Nfobdi Farid was defeated in 
die 6Wrg categiiy Tiy Alt Abon Mohamed 
of Algeria. FuLow ^gerian Hamdi Fonad 
dnasbed EgyptAJr’s Ayman £1-Sawy in 
fee (0.5kg. In fee 67kg, ^ypt’s Klriled 
AlifeVl^mid triunqihed over BgyptAir’s 
Mohamed Weifal- Tuniaa's Mdhamed 
Maonouri vw able' to best Egypt’s Ali 
Nasr to win fee in fee 71 Ofijcr 
winneis''. inchided . Syria's. Ehab' Al- 
.Yods^ in the 75kg, Algeria’s Bahari 
Mohamed m fee 81kg by walkover, and 
. Ariff Mustafe-of Egypt in fee 91^ 

. Ahmed El-Sqred emerged as Egypt’s 
pride and j(^ nfeen he cwmed the ovei^ 
91kg'tropbyefier besting Egypt/Ur’s Ab- 
m^ Abdd-Samed. At fee opeonig b^ 
B-Sayed, mcknamed **TYson”, was.heav^ 



fly -fevoured by fee 
raucous spectator 
He awed fims wife 
his . technical . 1x0- 
lianoe and earned 
feeir reflect fiir win- 
. ning die match with- 
out causing bgury in 
an oveiblown dis- 
jfey, 

A momrat of lev- 
' iiy lightened the in- 
tense mood of the 
boot -r- some were 
caO^ for blood ^ — 
when the boxers en- 
tered fee wife 
fee referee. T& di- 
nuBotive c^cial 
'was dwaifed by fee 
two boxers who 

, wei|^ in at over Ahmed El-Sqred, ( L) cmsUi^ Us oppMMUt in ti>e over- 91 kg 
1001^ and stood' 

190cantaU. 

The todmament fee health . 

of Egyptian bocring and ft is hoped ft win 
contmue fo inqrire lyehming tal eirf' Hos- 
siun Ref^ h^ of tbe com- 

mi itw^ niri natitmal *»"" head, -said **— * 

“Aie technical level of the event was veiy 
' hi^... New talents will be selected dv 
die TMtiftiiai team acoonfing to the results 
■ of the event" He added dot the national 
team Vtill start prepa ri ng fiir die Med- 
iterranean almost nmnediately. 


Egyptian sweep 

IN US tea^oraiy absence of Nigeria, Af- 
rica’s top-ranked nation, Egypt swept the 
12fe Afocan Table Tennis (T««tnp i< wiAip ti- 
tles in the teams and doubles eveoW wife four 
gold medals. Egypt’s number one Asfaraf 
Sobhi played die toughest match in fee tour- 
nament, defeating Ravi Bhuttun of Mauritius 
13-21, 21-19, 21-6. SoUii’s oonqiatriots Sbe- 
rif Diaa and Sherif El-Saket bested Rsjessen 
Desscaim 21-17, 21-16 and IMdio: Hao Thin- 
voon 21-9, 21-29 of Kifouritins, rcgiecD ' vely. 
The women’s team also prevaikd, beafe^ 
Ethiopia 3-0. Sberin El- Al^ Bassant Osmao 
and Shaymaa Abdel- Aziz proved themselves 
more than a match for Radis Deleteba and 
NeNat Ahmed. 

Id the men's doubles, Sherif Diaa and Ashraf 
Sobhi grabbed the gold and the powerful duo 
of Shsynm Abdd-Azaz and Bassant Osim 
did likewise in fee women's. Nigeria cap- 
tured second wfth three gold de^ite their 
atrival due to ffa'^ delays. 

Karate kid 

EGYPT’S Karim PUoy claimed fee trophy at 
German’s Under-lSlmemational Karate 
Championship. Filay, fee only Egyptian par- 
ticipating, outmanoeuvered his (^iponeiusiio 
reach the finals and win the gold Aftogefeer, 
800 plqrers fiom 13 countries participated in 
tile toumament 

Standing tall 

THE EGYPTIAN VoU^baU Federation wiD 
select an afinoew national team and coadies 
fiiDowing the recent dismissal of tiie old 
guard Their decision comes after the weak 
performance of the team in fee recent Arab 
chanqiionsfaip, where Egypt retreated to 
finnfe place. 

New rules for rJinAemg the new national team 
win be xmplemeoted including the stimilatioiD 
that the height of the plsyera shoiild be no 
leas tiun 195cm. 

Azmi M^ahed was chosen to be the tedi- 
incal wMwmger of the fixt i ieo mi Dg national 
team. 

She’s back 

AMERICAN tgnnis player Jemiifer Cigjriati 
will continue her comAack at next mmife's 
Australian Open. Cqniaii, now 20, was a 
quarterfinalist in the event in 1992 and 1^3 
before dropping off fee WTA Tour after a se- 
ries of peraona) problems. Cqniati played in 
fee French and US Open Championsh^ tins 
. year, but loat in the first round at botit Her 
to be on the ascendant and 
I risen to 50tiL 


Football first 

IN A footballing first, UEFA's finance ctxn- 
missian annouD^ that a Enrop^ eleven- 
aide *w»m will compete in the Afiican seleo- 
tion in Lisbena in January. The European 
ball Tilling body had ori^naOy mooted the 
match last monfe at a meeting in Geneva wife 
^ Afocan Foofeell ConiedoaticuL Proceeds 
from the match, scheduled for 29 January, 
wfl] be donated to Europe’s 1997 “Year 

«g^in«r Raeigm ** 

UEFA's finance commisskm, meanwhile, 
^reed to set aride some four million doQais 
fiom its 1997 budget (o help devel(^ footbafl 
in Africa. 

French win 

FRENCH supporters, estimated at seven hun- 
dred strong, thundered as loanee’s Davis Ctp 
team triunqihed over Sweden tins week. 
France finafly cTiftlVgd a dramatic 3-2 vic- 
tory in one 4^ the roost exdting finals in re- 
cent years — ■ ferir wirming point came in the 
singles final when Arnaud Boetsdi defeated 
eleventh-hour Swedish itplacemcait htidJas 
Kulti 7-6, 2-6, 4-^ 7-6, 10-8. To celebrate 
Frances's eighth victory in the event, Boetsch 
was mobbed by his team mates and Frencb 
federation ofiGcnals. 

Killer match 

SEVEN people were IdUed and 100 hgured 
when violence erupted at a fixitiian match in 
the Zairian c^id Kinshasa. The trouble 
qiaiked when stmportets of local side Mot- 
ema-Pembe invaded the pitdi to {xotest a le- 
foreeiog decision in fevour of oppemeots Vha 
Club. ^Ihx intervened, firing tear gas gre- 
nades into the crowd at fee ^,000 ciqia^ 
stadium. In the enaiing panic the victims 
were trampled as th^ tried to escape. 

Three times a winner 

INDOORS or out, Brazil rules soccer. Ma- 
nuel and Danilo proved this as tfa^ eadi 
scored a pair of go^ to lead Brazfl to a thud 
slnii^ five-a-side worid title. The goak set 
Biaal on the way to a 6-4 wctoiy over Spain 
in the Futsal Wodd Chanqiohidi^ 
claixned otiier indoar soccer titles in 1989 in 
the Netherlands and in Hong Kong in 1992. 



ptiota'A^' 


Becker better, you bet 


GERMANY’S Boris Becker olahned his first ever Grand Slam 
.victoiy steamitdling over Iris Croatian opponent Goran Ivan- 
isevic 6-3, 6-4^ 6-^ Becker rode tire sigiport of a partisan 
crowd of . 10,000 to victoiy in his hometown, Mmri^ The 
ferofrti i afl Whnbddkin c h ampi on and ftnmer world No 1, as 
'rqkuted by AP, took an hoar and 24 mmitea to secure the 
1.^. tnHUon dollar winner’s checine in tbe season’s tidiest 
tournament Betfeer alro'eariied a 250,000 cheqire for entering 
-as a-Orand Slamjwinoer — he won tiiis ymr’s Australian 

npim Wraigiiig til? ifyft OTtming g In 1.85 million doDais. 

' , .Fbrlrisp^Ivanisefvfo'SBid29^6ar-<rid Becker's game was 
sinudy tM rironfr and refused to Uaine hedfe eonceins fiv his 
' lo£ fl '(iidn’t ™"««ge to read bis serve today and be reunited 
twwie welL- He was angily too stremg,"' said Ivanisevic, the 
1995 Grand Siam winneT. Ccminientiiig on his “flower 
polT bangle, unique to the ATP tone, the Croatian said: ‘"Ilfee 
; haft^rib brings me go(>d hick. I won tte Kremlin Cup wife it" 
^ good fiom star^ i retumed well and I was getting 
. my first ser^ in," said. The Goman added tiiat his 

' god fi)i”llie' pesx year was to tiy and rivd American world 
mHtfeer.raiB Pete S am pr as , whom he described as the best 
plqlre'oif dl time.' 

The fouBBineDt brings togefeer the 16-men wife tiie best 
xeo(Hd‘in tiie fbnr Grand Slam hmnmnieiiis oftbe year — the 

•' Aiirtml ygn and 'WfmhelHfwt 
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Samuel 

Habib: 

Tolerance may not 
be the main goal. 
But this doctor of 
divinity has a 
knack for bringing 
people together 



New ministrations 


p/ioto: Randa StoaiA 


Social services are often zoonoipolised by 
idigious institiitioiis which provide as- 
sistance to the gro up s of their fifth. Hiis 
is a man with a diffiaent pbilosoplQr. 

Last summei; aroimd 130 pet^e, all in- 
vited by Dr Samuel Habib, participated in 
a ctmraence in Alexandda. The fiiendly 
atmosphere of the groq> came as a pleas- 
ant sunmse. imams, clergy, scientists, 
men of ietteis and jotan^ists were all dis- 
cussing the most controveisal issues with 
the greatest eoidfilily. The guests in- 
cluded stubborn secularists and peisisteDt 
pietists. Who was the man who made h 
happen? 

SaiDorl Habib is an ardamed minister 
widl hoDomaiy doctorates In divinity, law 
and peacemaldng finxn the US and Can- 
ada. Apart from theology, his educational 
background inchides journalism and so- 
cial services. He druses in smart city 
clothes; he could easily be a doctor, a law- 
yer or a successful businessman. 

**I imrited Dt Mobamed Sayed Tanlawi, 


the Grand Mufti of Egypt, to give a talk 
on development at the Evangelical Churoh 
in Heliopolis, to show that both Christians 
and Muslims are welcome to woik and 
fraternise in church, to serve the couutiy,’' 
says Habib. These words sum up the con- 
cqit of the social services and devdq>- 
ment organisation he beads. 

Habib started d» C^c Evangelical Or- 
ganisation for Social Services (CEOSS) in 
December 1952 on die strength of 
$12,000 a year donated by the US Na- 
tion Council of Churches and $30,000 a 
year (for three years) from the US Wom- 
en’sGmldofthePrmbyterianCfaurd). His 
Egyptian friends teasingly advised him to 
drop the idea of CEClSS, ‘Imless he had a 
milH onaife uncle to le^ him the nec- 
essary funds”, but he succeeded in ob* 
mming additional from other Eu- 

ropean sources. 

Iiritially, bis interest was to combat 3- 
liteiacy in rural cmnmunities. He followed 
the American-based Frank C Laubach 


Movement for the outiines of his cam- 
pai^ This movement invited organ- 
isations fr^ seventy countries around the 
wmld to combat Uliteiacy, each choosing 
its own method. A comprehensive study 
umuld then be made of all ftiese methods 
and their success, to be distributed for re- 
view and possible guidance. 

Before pluDgiiig hftaHVmg into the cam- 
paign, Habib tocA time offto actjuaint him- 
self with the economic arid so^ condi- 
tions of the luial communities. He wanted 
to study peasants' lives and observe wheth- 
er they were in t ere sted in Ihetat^ pr> 
grammes. His first of locale for tins 
i^pa rimenr was Hitt, a vQh^ in 
hfotyi Govanoiate wttic^ has an all- 
CHirislian population ofab^ one thousand. 

The viUage's poverty shocked hhn_ D- 
Iheim^ was demiiteiy not Sie only m^or 
problem: povecty and poor hygiene ^so 
requiied prompt remedies. Other vilh^es 
wim an all-Muslim pcpilation revealed 
similar oonditiiODS. Habib decided tfi*r 
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A Very Exceptional Bonus Miles Offer 

To all our Fr^uence Plus members * 

What! 

Win thousands of Free Bonus Miles and add them to your account 

without travelling !! 

How_g 

By introducing your friends to Frequence Plus you earn up to 
10,000 Miles for each new member you sponsor ! 

They will win extra Bonus Miles for their flights on 
Air France & Air Inter Europe and so wiD you. 

When ? 

• Your friends have to join Frequence Plus before 31 December 1996. 

• To receive the Bonus Miles, the new member must make the flights 

between the date of joining and 30 June 1997. 

So burry up and introduce our program to everybody travelling ! 


(For more information and specific membership forms refer to your 
Frequence Plus Newsletter N. 13, or call us on 394 40 46). 

* Offer applicable for all members before October 1^, 1996. 


“the dilemma of the rural commumiies 
was a oanonal problem, equally dire for 
bofo Cfaiistiaos aad Muslins and iher^y 
was to be administered to both equally.** 

He took the matter lo heart and decided 
to act positively. Reviemi^ the social ser- 
vices provided by otiier i^gious organ- 
isations, Habib noted that these organ- 
isations merely doled out money at 
regular intervals to the neetty of their own 
finb, witiiout providing any work op- 
portunities. This kind of assistance ma^ 
die poor even more dependant on the 
small pittances they received. 

Hwb decided to introduce a new con- 
cept in his nascent organisation — Ut- 
cracy and development for the entire com- 
munity. (^vernmeot ofBcials and 
religioas organisations alike received bis 
suggestions with some apprehension. 
“The Muslims drought we were Evangel- 
isets, the Qtfoodox felt we were prt>- 
selytising, the (^^atbolics were wary and 
the Protestants were not satisfied with a 
mmll piece of the cake. It required a lot of 
work and persistence to calm these fears 
before all those concerned began to trust 
the otganisation” says Habib. 

What started out as a literacy campaign 
devdoped into a wider programme for 
iiile gtded developmoiL The oigan- 
isteioD's activities increased with the fi- 
dlities afforded by Sadat’s open-door 
poliqy and Mtitoak’s reforms. Ag- 
liculbire, education, health and technical 
servicea were aJQ inclu^ in the pro- 
gtaumie. Forngn experts and t»rhniriafic 
were invited by CEOSS “to study the 
needs of Egyptian society and draw iq> 
trafaung pmgi ainTTiwg enabling un- 
employed univetsity graduates to es- 
tabush fbeir own small businesses," says 
Balrib, deacsibmg the Talaat Haib Centre. 
CEO^ now serves a wide variety of 
Egyptians: from agriculturalists to small 
busmess ownei^ students to home- 
makers. Its activities have spread from 
the rural areas to the city. 

Helped by his wife, Fawaya, Habib set 
out to train young men and women to act 
as leaders in ni^ communities. He en- 
courages them to further their t raining, ei- 
dier locally or abroad. Hieir job is to help 
the communities solve tiieir social prob- 
lems and hnplemait tiie projects. “I dare 
say a mnnbff of our staff could be con- 
sidered as natinnai and international le^- 
era in development,” Habib remarks. 

His goal has been to unite the members 


of the community and encourage coop- 
eration. l^e leaders encour^ the tar^ 
groups to form their own decision-mak^ 
commiirees; these must include imam^ 
clergymen, men and women. “A g ain , this 
concept was alien to the rural com- 
munities, especially foe inclusion of wom- 
en. They are not used fo having women sit 
on a panel and discuss matters as equals 
with men. Convincing foe committees of 
foe importance of w’omen’s role in society 
requires strenuous efforts and may take up 
to 3 year to succeed.” But insist be do^ 
and women are active in the communities 
served by CEOSS. 

The committee leaders must also ac- 
custom people to dialogue. They hold 
meetings for open discussion of particular 
issues affecting foe welfire of foe com- 
munity'. Decisions and recommendations 
are binding. One issue discussed opienty at 
these meetings was female genital mutila- 
tion. Alfooii^ this pTocedi^ is wide- 
spread in lur^ areas, discussing it openly 
was taboo and many members were too 
embarrassed to join in foe discussion. Per- 
sistence and emphasis on foe brutality of 
the operation 1^ positive efiects. One 
woman committee member in Maghagha 
took the lead and insisted that foe. opera- 
tion be stopped. She further suggested 
paying foe miidwives who usually perform 
foe operation for refusing to p^ orro il^ 
thus ensuring their consent 
The projects presented to foe com- 
mittees are varied. Some are income- 
generating, like bee-keeping, animal hus- 
bandly, crop management, land conserva- 
tion, poultty-rearing, the carpentry factory 
in ^^ya trains carpenters who turn out 
furniture for a wide variety of establi^- 
ments, including five-star hotels. Other 
projects are not aimed primarily at raising 
money, but at improving foe community’s 
quality of life: fimily p lanning , health 
care, education, nutrition and diet aware- 
ness. At present 40 per cent of the budget 
comes from local subsidies; foe rest is fo>- 
oated by Eunqwan and American organ- 
isations, and it is expected foat before foe 
turn of foe century, profits fiom the in- 
come-generating projects will make CEr- 
OSS self^ufOcieot (the carpentry fiemry 
alone is expected to net one million 
pounds whidi will be tum^ over to fur- 
ther development). 

Habib insists that “Services are pro- 
vided and projects implemented re- 
gardless of foe recipient communities* re- 


ligion. At foe same time, if a mosque or 
church is already proyidisg services, C& 
OSS staff join the peraoimel there and 
help ouL” Even wifo^ a mfllroraire for 
an uncle, Habib and foe staff have become 
rccognis^ in many local and international 
circle — religious and non-religious alike 
— as a serious oon-govemme^ oigan- 
isation working to help the poor. 

In order to adrqft to change, Habib and 
his organisation have taken on foe le- 
qwnsibitity of boUing conferences and 
seminars for intoififfo dialogue. These 
conferences are presided over by Muslims 
and Christians (foosen by CI^SS ps- 
smmel. Tbe tt^cs range fiom ways of 
overcoming religious extremism and ten- 
sion, to foe role of religioo in commimi ca- 
tion, social problems, or a vision for foe 
future of tbe counby. The minutes and foe 
discus^ns that eusoe are then published 
and distributed to the interested. 

Of Habib's organisational iqititude. Pro- 
fessor Osama El-Khol.i remarks: “It is 

dazzling, if loot downright confusing, to 
find diree seminars running at foe same 
time, all working smoothly, and then to at- 
tend a limch arranged very efficiently for 
over two hundred people, and then to sit 
in on a seminar w&ae one sees member 
of tiie Coptic society sitting next to mem- 
bers of foe Qur'anic Society, a univetsity 
professor from Asshrt next to a peasant 
from Aswan and women in all fmms of 
dress — ranging from bi|^ conservative 
to foe more modern and casual — all ac- 
tively engaged in disensyipn of enviroDr 
mental issues. This, to say tbe least, is an 
unusual acfaievemenL” 

Habib is a very (fisciplined b*beral. He 
has a clear vision of his goal and does not 
allow himself to deviate from his prin- 
ciples. His son Rafiq has gone againgt his 
father’s philosophy, publicly expressing 
his rqiposition in nine books and ttwis of 
ancles. This is a sore of sorts for Ha- 

bib, but the fimily's warmth of feeling for 
Rafiq remains undiminished. 

Samuel Habib has played a major role in 
biin^g religious tolerance to social 
services. In a field marked out mtp 
emnsMBUtanan plots by the major players, 
he may be a disnmtive force. But to the 
communities benelTtiog fiom CEOSS’s 
services, this could well be a definite 
advantage. 


Profile by Sarnia Abd^n€tur 





▼ Honouring the arts and artists is a weD-est^Ushed tradition at Al- 
Afaram. It was therefore no sut^nise this to see in the foyCT of 
our main buildhig 72 maifoers of foe Association of AJ-Qk^ Art- 
iste gafoered to exhibit works covering all plastic arts from 
to photogn q ihy. to sculpture. I hardly had time to express my admira- 
tica to (Tluiiman of Al-Ahiaffl Organisation and chief-editor of AI- 
Ahraitti Upraliim Nafie about lo officially foe exUbitioa 
he was joined by Abdel-Qader Mukhtar, head of the association 
and organiser of the exhibitioo. Leaving dim lo their serious 
tUct 1 graciously mingled. So ouny distinguished guests! 1 had to 

tearni)^ owty however te catch upon a different ait, that of print- 
ing. At a coBfoence ot^oised by tbe Association of Jounialist Giad- 
uates, 120 years ofprintiiig were bong celebrated. Uiain Sat^our 
own Samir Stfohi and AKAfaiam's Taymour Abdd-Hassili, filled 
us in on foe ins and outs of printing in Egypt, praising Al-Ahi^ for 
its daSoy to Ireep up whh tK most advanced tccfanolo^. And guess 

wfaaff Our own ITeek^ got a s^id incntioiL 1 am conskleriiig add- 
ing faigb-tech to my numerous titles. 
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